
by Ed Breen 
The relationship between Af-

rican-Americans and whites in 
Grant County is complex, long-
lasting and worthy of more exami-
nation if we are to fully understand 
it.

That message seemed to be the 
summary judgment Thursday at 
the Marion Public Library when 
about 70 people--a mix of racial 
and ethnic backgrounds--came 
together to listen to a presentation 
from two academics who have 
been looking closely at who we are 
and where we came from to get to 
Grant County.

Dr. Kersten Priest, history 
professor at Indiana Wesleyan 
University, and her husband, Dr. 
Robert Priest, a history professor 

at Taylor University, have been in 
Grant County for nine years and 
have been collaborating on study-
ing one of the unusual aspects of 
black-white relationships in rural 

areas: The existence and endur-
ance of “free black” communities 
prior to the Civil War. 

Thursday, February 28 
7:30 pm—Grigor Khachatryan Pia-
no Master Class, Phillippe Perform-
ing Arts Center, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, 4201 S. Washington St., 
Marion. Join us for this evening of 
piano. Free. Info: 765-677-2152. 

Friday, March 1
4:30 pm—Happy Birthday, Dr. 
Seuss. Marion Public Library, 600 
S. Washington St., Marion. Join 
the Red Across American program 
by joining us for a celebration of 
reading, snacks, games, stories, 
and crafts. For children pre-school 
through 6th grade. Sign up re-
quired. Free. Info: 765-668-2900 
ext. 1105. 

8 pm—Taylor University presents 
Metamorphoses, Taylor University 
Mitchell Theatre, 236 W. Reade 
Ave., Marion. Set in and around a 
large pool of water, Metamorpho-
ses juxtaposes the ancient and 
the contemporary both lange and 
image to reflect the variety and 
persistence of narrative in the face 
of inevitable change. Call the box 
office at 765-998-5289 for tickets. 

Saturday, March 2
1 pm—Help the Hopeful Auction, 
St. Paul Parish School, 1009 West 
Kem Road, Marion. Join us for this 
auction of amazing items. Pro-
ceeds benefit Help the Hopeful, 
serving local medically-challenged 
children and families in need. Free. 
Info: 765-661-3639.  

1:30 pm—Saturday Movie, Marion 
Public Library, 600 S. Washington 
St., Marion. What happens when 
a family loses their husband and 
father? How will they continue on 
without him? Free. Info: 765-668-
2900 ext. 1130. 

2 pm—Supermoons and Seasons, 
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indiana quiz
Answers are on page 6.

Use each clue below to determine the 
name of the Hoosier born in February:

1. The governor doctor from Bremen    

2. Rebel Without a Cause     

3. Ma Kettle
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Calendar

City flag

From left: Layla Price-Bodkin, city of Marion and Scott Wilson and Shell Brown from Collins 
Flags display the flag that was custom-made by Collins for the city. The flag displays the “M” 
mark (for Marion), the main component of the city of Marion’s brand. The city will be buying 
flags for city-owned facilities, and is encouraging residents to buy one of their own. (Available 
at Collins.) There will be a unified flag-raising ceremony on May 20 at noon.

•	 Oak Hill girls win Class 2A 
state title—pg. 5

•	 Breen: Redistricting is not 
representative—pg. 4

•	 Comeback Saturday—pg. 7

>>Calendar, page 3

Foundation 
celebrates 
Loew Trust

Photo by Ed Breen

Military photo of longtime Marion resident Xen Stewart was among 
20 photos displayed.

>>Trust, page 2>>Weaver, page 2

Mayor: City ‘vastly improved’

Photo by David Roorbach

Oak Hill teammates push Janessa Hasty towards center court of Bank-
ers’ Life Fieldhouse to accept the Patricia L. Roy Mental Attitude Award in 
Indiana Class 2A girls basketball. Oak Hill won the state title—see page 5.

Photo by Ed Breen

Marion Mayor Jess Alumbaugh delivered his state of the city address 
on Wednesday, February 20, at the Ivy Tech conference center.

The city of Marion is “vastly 
improved,” said Mayor Jess Alum-
baugh at the annual state of the 
city address, hosted by the Marion 
Grant County chamber of Com-
merce on Wed., February 20 at the 
Ivy Tech Conference Center, “and 
I couldn’t be prouder of the work 
that we have done.”

That work was highlighted by 
Marion Controller Julie Flores, 
who preceded Alumbaugh to the 
podium and gave a report on the 
city’s finances. Most notably, 
Flores said, the city had spent 
$1.581 million less than it brought 
in, leaving it with a $3.163 million 
cash balance at the end of 2018. 

>>City, page 3

by Alan Miller
The 100-plus community leaders 

who filled the Tree of Life atrium on 
February 21 had at least two things 
in common. First, they represented 
19 local nonprofits that were about 
to share more than  $3 million from 
the Merlin J. Loew Family Trust. 
Second, most of them had no idea 
who Merlin J. Loew was.

Loew would have been pleased 
with both of those circumstances.

Merlin J. Loew was a successful 
businessman who had a reputation 
as a very private person who did 
things for the public good. The lead 
paragraph of his obituary described 
him as “one of Marion’s most prom-
inent and least public businessmen.”

Loew owned property in down-
town Marion, including the former 
Spencer Hotel, and farmland east of 
Marion along Indiana 18.

Before his death in September 
1981 at the age of 85, Loew set up 
a charitable trust that listed 27 Grant 
County agencies as beneficiaries. 
That trust expired in 1999, at which 
time more than $2 million was dis-
tributed.

Loew also had a family trust to 
care for his six siblings for the rest 
of their lives. The last of them, a 
sister, died in the fall of 2018 at age 
103. The proceeds of that trust were 
distributed 38 years after his death at 
the recent celebration, coordinated 
by the Community Foundation of 
Grant County. Seventeen of the 19 
nonprofits that received funds from 
the family trust last week also were 
beneficiaries when assets of the 

MPL hosts presentation on Weaver



That was a 99.9% increase 
from the year before, Flores 
said.

In addition, the city re-
duced the deficit in its in-
surance fund by more than 
$300,000 and borrowed al-
most 40% less money for its 
operating expenses during 
the year, according to Flores’ 
report.

“We are a city on the rise,” 
said Alumbaugh, pointing 
to young people who have 
chosen to remain in Mari-
on. “People are starting to 
choose Marion.”

“They feel like there’s 
hope again for Marion,” he 
said, “That was not here 
when I took over.”

In a series of bullet points 

on slides projected on 
screens at the venue, Alum-
baugh said:
•	 That businesses were 

moving into the city, and 
investing more;

•	 That multiple buildings in 
the downtown area have 
been bought and are be-
ing renovated by private 
investors;

•	 That the city was continuing 
to reduce blight by demol-
ishing derelict structures;

•	 and that the police and fire 
departments were provid-
ing excellent and profes-
sional services to the city.
Alumbaugh said there 

were 32 new homes built in 
2018, versus 26 in 2017 and 
just 15 in 2016. He said the 
city had paved 6.25 miles of 
roads (at a cost of $180,00/
mile) in 2018, which was 
down from 7.28 in 2017, and 

that they proposed to do 6.1 
miles more in 2019.

“I didn’t start this journey 
thinking it was a four-year 
sprint,” Alumbaugh said, “I 
viewed it as an eight-year 
marathon.”

Alumbaugh announced at 
last year’s state of the city 
address that he would run 
for re-election. He faces two 
challengers (Joselyn Whit-
ticker and Henry Smith) in 
the Democratic primary in 
May.

He ended his speech by 
telling the crowd: “I look for-
ward to seeing you guys here 
again next year.”
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crossword
Provided by BestCrosswords.com. Used with permission. Solution is on page 7.

sudoku

Rating: 1 • 2 • 3 • 4 • 5 • 6. Solution is on page 7.
www.sudokuoftheday.com

Across
1. Supergiant star in Cygnus
6. “Get Smart” baddies
10. Mrs. Dithers, in “Blond-
ie”
14. Oldsmobile model
15. Dub
16. Shake ___ (hurry)
17. Fit for a king
18. Face-to-face exam
19. Greenish blue
20. Adam’s madam
21. Relaxed
24. Discloses
26. Friendly
27. Live and breathe
28. Available
30. Stockpile
33. On ___-to-know basis
34. Hair stuff
37. Overt
38. Secreting organ
39. Assistant
40. Short change?
41. Pretty girl
42. Dairy eschewer
43. Delineated by area
44. Sun. talk
45. “Unto the Sons” author
48. Most strange
52. Ill-fated
55. Big ___
56. Jason’s ship
57. Little helper?
58. Loosen
60. Uproar
61. Fork feature
62. Rodeo rope
63. Window part
64. “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto)
65. Went out

Down
1. Challenger
2. Parisian pupil
3. Israeli desert
4. Historic time
5. Kevel
6. Is aware of
7. Powerful D.C. lobby
8. Gen. Bradley
9. Chosen
10. Burger topper
11. Fuming sulphuric acid
12. Give guns again
13. Awry
22. Corrida call
23. Food fish
25. Bring in
28. ___ fours (crawling)
29. State bird of Hawaii
30. Ad ___
31. Go (for)
32. Loser to DDE
33. ___ breve
34. Rocker’s show
35. Writer LeShan
36. Author Deighton
38. Bring into existence
39. Ethereal: Prefix
41. Pear type
42. Greenness
43. One before the first
44. Comprehend
45. Autocrats
46. Courtyards
47. Former capital of Nigeria
48. Lauder of cosmetics
49. Founded: abbr.
50. Hotel offering
51. Step
53. Medical suffix
54. IRS IDs
59. Wyo. neighbor

Editorial cartoon—Eric ReavesRomans 1:16

We live in a 
power-driven 
society. We are 
no more than 

introduced to an item and 
then a new, improved ver-
sion is being promoted. Why 
is it that we are drawn to the 
faster, more efficient, more 
powerful things in life?

As I ponder these 
thoughts from a man’s 
perspective, I grew up in 
the muscle car era. That was 
truly a special time in Amer-
ican history. A 1964 GTO 
looked like a GTO, and a 
Chevy SS looked like an SS. 
Those cars had character, 
class, power, and speed. My 
estimation of modern-day 
cars is that they all look like 
a Ford Taurus. I also grew 

up at a time of transforma-
tion of tools. My first cord-
less drill was a 6-volt and 
would seemingly last about 
five minutes with no power! 
I recently bought Diane a 
cordless 18-volt weed eater 
made by Milwaukee that 
will run for one hour.

As I think about the 
household and the trans-
formations that have 
taken place, I have to draw 
a blank. There is no doubt 
cooking products have 
made great strides as well as 
sewing machines, and many 
other appliances. I am not an 
authority on these.

There is also the aspect of 
power that drives people to 
be somebody. I am absolutely 
amazed by people and their 
quest for significance. We 

feel that status is power, and 
power makes us special and 
important. The world has a 
completely different view of 
power than God does.

In one of his writings, 
the Apostle Paul wrote 
about his significance to the 
scheme of life. He used an 
interesting term called an 
“under-rower.” What was he 
trying to convey to us? In 
Paul’s time there were many 
slave ships. They weren’t 
diesel-powered, but rather 
powered by slaves who 
would row. There were dif-
ferent decks of rowers with 
the most insignificant slaves 
down in the belly of the 
ship. They were the under-
rowers because they weren’t 
important. Why would Paul 
use this title to describe him-

self? I believe the answer is 
simple. As we view Paul’s 
life, we would see him as 
a powerful, influential man 
who had it all. As Paul com-
pared himself to the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, he 
realized that he was noth-
ing. But he was interested in 
power, as are we. 

Paul gave us a beautiful 
picture of power in the book 
of Romans. It was there 
that he conveyed what was 
power, and how powerful it 
really was. Paul said, “For 
I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ; for it is the 
power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth; 
to the Jews first, and also 
to the Greeks.” (Romans 
1:16) Paul understood about 
power. It is the Gospel. He 

was simply the delivery man 
bringing God’s Word down 
to man. How powerful is the 
Gospel? The word “power” 
means “dunamus,” which 
simply means the “nth” of 
power. It is more powerful 
than atomic, nuclear, or any 
other thing we know. Noth-
ing is powerful enough to 
stand against the Gospel.

The next time you climb 
into your muscle car and 
burn rubber, or pick up a 
power tool and are amazed 
at the power, remember, 
nothing is comparable to 
the Gospel. It is the “Real 
Thing.”

Tom

Tom Mansbarger is senior 
pastor of Grace Community 
Church. Tom offers free pas-

toral counseling to anyone 
needing help. Reach him 
at 765-517-1187 or tom@
graceccmarion.org.

The Gospel: Power to the nth degree

Just a Thought

Rev. Tom Mansbarger
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OPEN MON-SAT 7 AM-9 PM, SUN 8 AM-8 PM • www.hornersbutcherblock.com
SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH March 5, 2019

Fresh—All Natural
Boneless & Skinless

Chicken Breasts

$199 lb.

Chairman’s Reserve
Boneless Beef

Whole NY Strip

$799 lb.

3 lbs. or more
80% lean

Ground Beef

$349 lb.

Chairman’s Reserve
Whole Boneless Beef

15-18 lb. Ribeye

$999 lb.
Cut and wrapped to your specifications

Prairie Farms
Chocolate or 2% Milk

$299 gallon

Eckrich Deli
Bologna

$299 lb.

765-662-6112 • 765-948-4433 • 765-705-4054

Download the Horner’s App!

Smaller quantities—$2.99/lb.

Cut to Order! Eckrich Smoked Sausage—$6.99/42 oz.

Breyer’s Ice Cream—$3.99/48 oz.

Park Avenue 
Barber Shop
Celebrating 49 Years in Business

Haircuts—$11; Retirees—$10
1652 W Euclid Ave., Marion, IN

765-668-7055
Tue.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm, and Sat. 9 am-1 pm

Marion High School, 750 W. 
26th St., Marion. Enjoy this 
presentation at the Marion 
High School Planetarium. 
Free, but seating is limited. 
Info: 765-664-9051.

5 pm—Supermoons and 
Seasons, Session 2. 

8 pm—Taylor University 
presents Metamorphoses, 
see March 1

Sunday, March 3
2 pm—Taylor University 
presents Metamorphoses, 
see March 1

2 pm—Supermoons and 
Seasons, Marion High 
School, 750 W. 26th St., 
Marion. Enjoy this presen-
tation at the Marion High 
School Planetarium. Free, 
but seating is limited. Info: 
765-664-9051.

5 pm—Supermoons and 
Seasons, Session 2. 

Monday, March 4
10 am—Marion Board of 
Works, Marion Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 301 
S. Branson St. Free. Info.: 
ajrichard@cityofmarion.
in.gov or cityofmarion.in.gov

12 pm—Marion Parks and 
Recreation Board Meeting, 
Marion City Hall Second 
Flood Conference Room, 
301 S. Branson St. Info.: 
Rose Cadena, rcadena@
cityofmarion.in.gov

2 pm—Grant County Com-
missioners Meeting, Grant 
County Council Chambers, 
401 S. Adams St., Marion. 
Info.: TC Hull, 765-668-4776 
or commissioners@grant-
county.net

6 pm—Understanding Grief, 
Family Life Care, 705 S. 
Baldwin Ave., Marion. Adults 
(18 up), free. Recurring. 
Info.: Jeff Luttrell, 800-355-
2817

Trust,
Continued from 1

City,
Continued from 1

charitable trust were distrib-
uted.

Preston O. von Arx, the 
family trust’s trustee and 
a Marion native who now 
practices law in North Caro-
lina, presented the individual 
awards. She is the daughter 
of the late George P. Osborn, 
who was Loew’s Marion at-
torney.

Loew came to Marion in 
1944 to serve as a consultant 
to Osborn Paper Co. Since 
it was to be a temporary as-

signment, he took a room at 
the Spencer Hotel. Before 
the year ended, he had mar-
ried the owner of the ho-
tel, Mary Elizabeth Moore 
Spencer. When his wife died 
seven years later, Loew took 
charge of the Spencer family 
holdings and made his fortu-
nate through wise investing.

“My siblings and I re-
member Mr. Loew since 
childhood, but it wasn’t un-
til I returned to Marion in 
the 1980s to practice law 
with my father that I truly 
understood the depth of Mr. 
Loew’s commitment to his 

family and charitable giv-
ing,” von Arx said. “He 
had such a clear vision for 
planned giving to better his 
community and local chari-
ties for many years to come. 
His vision and generosity 
has now come full circle.”

“Mr. Loew is a prime ex-
ample of the enormous im-
pact one can have on a com-
munity when a planned gift 
is designated to your favorite 
charities through a will or 
an estate plan,” said Dawn 
Brown, president/CEO of 
the Community Foundation.

Weaver was such a place. 
The town was called a “set-
tlement” and was in Liberty 
Township, southwest of Mar-
ion. It was created about 1840 
and by 1870 had a population 
of 736, mainly former slaves 
who had escaped servitude 
in one way or another. It was 
one of about 100 “free black” 
communities in Indiana before 
the Civil War. Others included 
towns such as Roberts and 
Lyles Station. 

Today Weaver exists mainly 
in the collective memory of 
numerous African-American 
families in Marion: The Pet-
tifords, Burdens, Becks, Dod-
sons, Stewarts and Gullifords 
in Marion are mainly descen-
dants of African-Americans 
who came to Grant County as 
farmers in the Weaver area.

Many purchased land and 
were among other white land-
owners who were outspoken 
“abolitionists,” people united 
in opposition to slavery. Many 
were Methodist, Wesleyan 
and Society of Friends, or 
Quakers. Maps compiled by 
the Priests show a pattern of 
land ownership established by 
abolitionists in Liberty Town-
ship surrounding Weaver 
and the Hills Chapel A.M.E. 
church, which was central to 
the Weaver community. 

Among the early residents 

of Weaver was a man who 
had been held in slavery in the 
South, but was released by his 
owner so that he could come 
north to earn the $1,000 the 
owner demanded in exchange 
for freedom. The man was a 
blacksmith and amassed the 
$1,000 in one year.

The community was named 
for John Weaver, an escaped 
slave in Maryland who came 
west before 1840. The popula-
tion was 144 in 1850, peaked 
in the years following the 
Civil War and declined as Af-
rican-Americans turned from 
farming to industrial jobs in 
Marion during the Gas Boom 
years prior to 1900. The scant 
physical evidence today are 
several markers and the Weav-

er cemetery.   
Central to the library dis-

cussion and the study being 
done by the Priests is the re-
lationship between the black 
population and the abolitionist 
whites nearby, many of whom 
were involved in the Under-
ground Railroad movement, 
which assisted escaped slaves 
in moving from slave-holding 
states to the north and on to 
Canada.

A quote from a white per-
son’s diary entry speaks much 
about the early black-white 
relationship and the Under-
ground Railroad system in 
Weaver: “We had the pleasure 
of keeping the runaway slaves 
and then sending them on their 
way to Canada.” 

Photo by Ed Breen

Dr. Kersten Priest and Dr. Robert Priest presented the pro-
gram on the Weaver community. 

10-lb.

Bag

Eckrich Turkey Breast—$5.99/lb.

“I viewed it as 
an eight-year 
marathon.”
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Oak Hill girls win state title

If I suggest to you that 
we’re going to talk 
about state legislative 
redistricting today, you’ll 

either turn the page or take 
a nap, right? Well, what if I 
suggest that the fox is about 
to stage a full, flat-out, frontal 
assault on the hen house? 
Does that help? We are going 
to talk about redistricting, but 
the hen house thing is no idle 
threat and is very much a part 
of the mess ahead. 

Start with this: Indiana is 
very close to being a one-par-
ty state. Because of the way 
we have drawn the voting 
maps for city council, county 

council, county commissioner 
all the way up to Congress of 
the United States, the Repub-
lican Party has a stranglehold 
on the state. 

Consider: Republicans 
control 89 percent of county 
commissioners; 80 percent 
of county courthouse of-
fices; all of the constitutional 
Statehouse offices--governor, 
auditor, treasurer, secretary of 
state; nine of 11 congressio-
nal seats, and 107 out of 150 
General Assembly seats. 

Now, my Republican 
friends would have you 
believe that those numbers 
reflect the will of the people. 

They do not. They reflect the 
skills of politicians and map-
makers who have conspired 
over the past two or three 
decades to make sure that the 
districts from which all these 
people are elected include 
only like-minded voters. 
Wealthy suburbs, middle-
class neighborhoods, pockets 
of poverty. All can be moved, 
shuffled, manipulated so as to 
have greater or lesser voice at 
the polling place on election 
day. 

Redistricting, gerrymander-
ing, call it what you will; it is a 
subversion of the way democ-
racy is supposed to work.

We get only one chance ev-
ery 10 years to do something 
about fixing it. It’s called 
redistricting. 

It works like this: Elections 
of all sorts across America 
have something to do with 
the number of people in 
a district. For instance, in 
the Congress, the House of 
Representatives, each district 
in Indiana includes about 
600,000 people, give or take 
a few. We have a little over 
six million Hoosiers, we have 
eleven seats in Congress. Do 
the math.

We take a census, we count 
the people every decade in 
the zero year: 2000, 2010. 
Two thousand twenty is 
coming up. The census will 
be taken, the numbers will 
be totaled, and a year or so 
into the decade the Congress, 
the state legislature, the city 
council, everyone will be 
required to take the new num-
bers and move lines based on 
where the people are. This is 
where it turns both ugly and 
undemocratic. This is where 
the folks in the smoke-filled 
rooms get out their pencils 
and carve up districts to pro-
tect those of their own who 
are there and dispose of those 
who are not.

Take Indiana House 
District 32. It includes a 
large chunk of Grant County, 
but because a former state 
representative moved down 
to Cicero in Hamilton County 
quite a few years ago, the 
map looks like a drawing of 

a dead rat, with Cicero at the 
end of the tail.

It is the nature of politi-
cians to protect their own. 
Thus, when the maps are re-
drawn, under current Indiana 
law, the crayons will be in the 
hands of the lawmakers and, 
because the Republican Party 
has the legislature by the 
throat, you can safely bet the 
homestead that the rat’s tail 
will be preserved. 

In fairness, there are those 
among the elected who want 
to do the right thing and have 
introduced plans that would 
put the mapping in the hands 
of a board or commission or 
committee that isn’t behold-
ing to the political pros.

A number of states have 
done that. They have at least 
tried to clean up the mess. 
Not so here in Indiana. Lip 
service, yes. Action, no. 

We’ll quote here from the 
folks at The Journal Gazette 
up in Fort Wayne, where a 
Sunday editorial laid it all out:

“Indiana’s lawmakers once 
again are blocking efforts 
to change the way Indiana 
legislative and congressional 
districts are drawn. Their 
reluctance to give any part of 
the process to an independent 
redistricting commission is 
puzzling.

“They insist districts 
are not gerrymandered for 
political advantage and that 
election results are a true 
reflection of voter prefer-
ences. If they are so confident 
Hoosiers are satisfied with 

their representation, they 
should have no reservations 
establishing a citizen-led 
redistricting commission.

“Senate Republicans 
rejected the latest effort to es-
tablish an independent panel 
last Monday. Time is running 
out. The 2020 Census is just 
ahead and new districts are 
due in 2021.”

Ed Breen, co-host of “Good 
Morning Grant County” on 
WBAT radio, has been report-
ing on life in Indiana for more 
than 50 years. In 2016 he 
was inducted into the Indiana 
Journalism Hall of Fame.

Breen: GOP should give up right to redistrict
Ed Breen’s 
column is 
sponsored 
by:
First Farm-
er’s Bank 
& Trust—see their 
advertisement, below.

A Moment

Ed Breen

Dreaming of a 
Healthy Retirement?
It’s never too early to start planning for retirement and major expenses like 
healthcare. 
Especially since healthcare spending is projected to grown 6.3% annually through 
2019, according to a Health Affairs study. Unfortunately, too many people neglect 
to plan for healthcare costs in retirement. 
The reality is you’ll have many important considerations as you near retirement, 
and healthcare expenses like Medicare and long-term care insurance should be 
among them. 

Raymond James Financial Advisor
ryan.winger@raymondjames.com

raymondjames.com
(765) 455-1546

101 West Sycamore
Kokomo, IN 46901

Ryan Winger

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer. Securities are:  Not insured by FDIC or any 
other Government agency, are not deposits or obligations of First Farmers Bank & Trust, are not guaranteed by First Farmers Bank & Trust, and are subject to risks, 
including possible loss of principal. First Farmers Bank & Trust and its Wealth Management division are not affiliated with Raymond James.

It’s time to stop dreaming and start planning.

Let’s get started!

Member FDIC

With over 600 years combined Ag Lending experience,

We’ll Find the Solution that is
Right For You.

Visit FFBT.COM to find your local lender.

800-371-3316

Meshingomesia
Golf  & Social Club

Julie Harmon
General Manager

215.475.2794
2225 Lagro Road • Marion, IN 46952

765-664-3937 • jharmon@tjrequipment.biz
www.mccmarion.com 

MeshingomesiaMeshingomesiaMeshingomesia
Golf  & Social Club

Julie Harmon
General Manager

215.475.2794
2225 Lagro Road • Marion, IN 46952

765-664-3937 • jharmon@tjrequipment.biz
www.mccmarion.com 

MeshingomesiaMeshingomesia

Open to the Public
www.mccmarion.com

2225 N. Lagro Rd. 765-664-3937

RESTAURANT

 

Gayle Armes 
Funeral Director 

Danielle Nelson 
Funeral Director 

Amy Downing 
Prearrangement 

Counselor 

    Fairmount Chapel               College Park Chapel     Jones-Smith Chapel  

      415 S. Main St.                   4601 S. Western Ave.           259 N. Main St. 

   Fairmount, IN 46928                Marion, IN 46953              Upland, IN 46989 

        765-948-4178                         765-573-6500                    765-998-2101 

Formerly Zurcher Tire
1801 S. Western Ave.

662-3856
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE CENTER

Multi-Brand Tires Including:

www.bestoneofgrantcounty.com

Hours:
7:30-5:00, M-F

7:30-12 Noon, Sat.

OIL CHANGE & TIRE
ROTATION SPECIAL

on the Valvoline 5W30 Free
Synthetic. Get your Preferred
Customer Oil Club Card and
every 6th oil change is FREE

$5
OFF

$10 OFF
Any Flush

Transmission •Coolant
Power Steering • Fuel

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 2/25/19.

SERVICE SPECIAL
$10 OFF

Any Service of $100
$25 OFF

Any Service of $200
$35 OFF

Any Service of $300

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 2/25/19.

SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS

Not valid with any
other offer.

Expires 2/25/19.3/27/19 3/27/19 3/27/19

Serving customer’s 
flag needs nationwide 

since 2001

FREE
SHIPPING

MEMORIAL CASES

MEMORIAL 
MARKERS

Call (800) 950-4061

3’x5’ NYLON U.S. FLAG 
Sewn Stripes & Embroidered Stars
(Flag Only)

FLAG PARADE SETS

W h o l e s a l e  P r i c e s  •  D e p e n d a b l e  Q u a l i t y

on orders
over $75!

$10 OFF
$100 ORDER
Use Code FDBP10$1450

FREE
SHIPPING

MEMORIAL CASES

MEMORIAL 
MARKERS

Call (800) 950-4061

3’x5’ NYLON U.S. FLAG 
Sewn Stripes & Embroidered Stars
(Flag Only)

FLAG PARADE SETS

W h o l e s a l e  P r i c e s  •  D e p e n d a b l e  Q u a l i t y

on orders
over $75!

$10 OFF
$100 ORDER
Use Code FDBP10$1450

1301 S Baldwin Ave, Suite 101 • Open 9 am-6 pm, M-F

Flag set—$8.95•	 Home of the Collins 
Tri-Tuff Flag. Simply 
the BEST flag you 
can own…as low as 
$29.99

•	 Custom and Modified 
Flags Available

•	 Listen to us on WBAT 
every other Monday 
between 7-8 am 
for tips, trivia and 
American history.

•	 All our Flags are 
made in America

by Sean Douglas
When the clock read tri-

ple zeros at Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse in downtown 
Indianapolis on Saturday af-
ternoon, there was only one 
word that came to Oak Hill 
Head Coach Todd Law’s 
mind.

“Finally.”
After 15 years of coaching 

the girls basketball team to 
nearly 300 wins, he and the 
Golden Eagles were finally 
the state champions of Class 
2A.  

Law and the Golden Ea-
gles had been there before, 
three times in fact. They fin-
ished as the state runner-up in 
2008 and 2009, losing both 
times to Heritage Christian, 
and in 2017, when they came 
up short against Eastern (Pe-
kin).

This time, behind yet an-
other strong defensive perfor-
mance and career-best games 
from Brittany McCorkle and 
Kaela Robey, the Golden 
Eagles earned another large 
trophy to put in the school’s 
ever expanding case, with a 
54-42 triumph over the Win-
chester Community Golden 
Falcons.

In basketball, offensive 
efficiency comes and goes. 
Sometimes shots just do not 
fall, even if they are great 
looks. Teams can still play 
great defense even through 
those slumps, though, which 
is what Oak Hill did through-

out the season, when their de-
fensive prowess kept them in 
many games. 

“That’s who we are,” Law 
said. “It all starts with defense 
for us. We’ve been strong de-
fensively all year, and, obvi-
ously, that was a major fac-
tor today as well. These kids 
know—we’ve talked about 
this since they were fresh-
men—that if you defend and 
you rebound, [even] if you 
are having a poor offensive 
night, that can help you to 
survive that, and it helped us 
survive the first half.”

The Golden Eagles had a 
nightmarish first quarter of-
fensively, shooting just two-
for-16 from the field, but the 
Golden Falcons were not 
much better, shooting just 
three-for-nine and turning 
the ball over four times as 
they took a 6-5 lead into the 
second stanza. 

Winchester ran a triangle-
and-two defense for most of 
the game, putting individual 
defenders on Taylor Westgate 
and Adrianna Trexler, and 
it was particularly effective 
in the first half. The Golden 
Eagles could not find a lot of 
open shots, and the ones they 
did take were rushed or way 
off the mark. 

“We were just not moving 
the ball,” Law said. 

Both teams traded baskets 
for the first 3:12 of the sec-
ond quarter, but Winchester 
star Maddie Lawrence made 

her presence felt over the rest 
of the half, converting back-
to-back three point plays and 
helping to build the Golden 
Falcons’ 23-15 lead at half-
time.

After hitting three of their 
first four shots of the quarter, 
Oak Hill shot just one-for-10 
the rest of the half.

In the locker room at half-
time, Law did his best to 
light a fire under his team. 
“I would say it was motiva-
tional,” Kaela Robey said of 
Law’s talk. “He brought up 
[the fact] that this is the last 
game for most of us, and I 
think that really set in with 
me—to go out there in the 
second half and really give 
everything I’ve got because 
it’s the last time.”

When the Golden Eagles 
re-emerged from the tunnel, 
they were regrouped, refo-
cused, and re-energized. 

“We were not very active 
on offense, we weren’t mov-
ing the ball very well, [and] 
our cuts weren’t very strong,” 
Law said of the team’s first 
half offensive performance. 
“So, we had a little bit of a 
challenge conversation at 
halftime, and I think the kids 
came out much more fo-
cused—playing much harder 
and more aggressively. I 
think that was probably the 
difference in the game.”

With Taylor Westgate and 
Adrianna Trexler contained 

>>Eagles, page 8
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Legal and public Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE GRANT COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS WILL RECEIVE SEALED BIDS UP TO THE 
HOUR OF 12:00 P.M. ON MARCH 18, 2019 IN THE GRANT COUN-
TY AUDITOR'S OFFICE AT 401 SOUTH ADAMS STREET, MARION, 
INDIANA 46953 FOR THE FOLLOWING ASPHALT MATERIALS 
FOR THE YEAR 2017.

1. 3,000 TONS OR LESS, ASPHALT FOR SEAL COATS, TACK 
COATS, PRIME COATS AND CRACK SEALING; GRADES AE-90, 
AE-60, CM 150, AE-150, AE-200 AND AE-PL DUST CONTROL.

THE MATERIAL SHALL MEET MOST CURRENT INDOT STAN-
DARD SPECIFICATIONS, SECTION 902.01. THE ASPHALT SHALL 
BE DELIVERED BY TRUCK TO ANY GRANT COUNTY STORAGE 
TANK, VENDOR STORAGE TANK OR DISTRIBUTOR TRUCK AT 
ANY LOCATION IN GRANT COUNTY AS DESIGNATED BY THE 
HIGHWAY SUPREVISOR.

BID PRICES FOR EACH GRADE OF LIQUID ASPHALT.

2. 35,000 TONS OR LESS, OF HAC HOT ASPHALT MIX CON-
CRETE BINDER COURSE, INTERMEDIATE AND SURFACE 
COURSE, AS SPECIFIED IN CURRENT INDOT SPECIFICATIONS; 
SECTION 402.

A. FURNISHED AND LOADED IN GRANT COUNTY HIGHWAY 
TRUCKS AT VENDOR'S PLANT.

B. FURNISHED AND LOADED IN GRANT COUNTY HIGHWAY 
TRUCKS, LAID WITH VENDORS MOTOR PAVER AND ROLLED 
WITH NOT LESS THAN 12-TON ROLLER, AS SPECIFIED BY 
COUNTY HIGHWAY SUPERVISOR. FURNISHED AT ANY SITE 
IN GRANT COUNTY.

1. 0-1000 TONS PER DAY INCLUDES TACK OIL
2. 1000+ TONS PER DAY INCLUDES TACK OIL

2A. ADDITIONAL TRUCKING THAT MAYBE REQUIRED TO 
HAUL TO PAVER

LOCATION OF PLANT THE MIX WILL BE PICKED UP FROM AND 
A COPY OF STATE INSPECTION CERTIFICATION TO BE INCLUD-
ED WITH BIDS

SAID COMMISSIONERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT THE 
BID THAT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF GRANT COUNTY AND 
REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS.

	                                       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
			   GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA

			   RONALD MOWERY
			   MICHAEL BURTON
			   MARK BARDSLEY

ATTEST:
JIM MCWHIRT AUDITOR
TNH 2/27, 3/6

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF HEARING ON PROPOSED
CUMULATIVE FIRE FUND

	 Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Jefferson Twp, 
Grant County that the Township Advisory Board will consider at 595 
Warkentin Court, Upland, IN at 9:00 am on March 11th, 2019, the 
establishment of a Cumulative Fire Fund under the provisions of Indi-
ana Code 36-8-14 for the purposes as follows:

"For all uses as set out in IC 36-8-14

The tax will be levied on all taxable real and personal property within 
the taxing district and will not exceed $.0333 per $100 of assessed 
valuation. The proposed fund will be levied beginning with taxes due 
and payable in the year 2020. Taxpayers appearing at such hearing 
shall have the right to be heard thereon. The proposal for establish-
ment of the Cumulative Fire Fund is subject to approval by the De-
partment of Local Government Finance.

Within 30 days after the date of the adoption of the cumulative fund 
by the Jefferson Township Advisory Board will publish a Notice of 
Adoption.

Upon publication of the Notice of Adoption, 10 or more taxpayers in 
the taxing district may file a petition with the Grant County Auditor not 
later than noon 30 days after the publication of the Notice of Adoption 
setting forth their objections to the proposed fund.

Dated this 21st day of February, 2019.

		  Jefferson Township Advisory Board
TNH 2/27, 3/6

STATE OF INDIANA
	                        IN THE GRANT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 3 
COUNTY OF GRANT	 CAUSE NO. 27D03-1901-ES-000012

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUPERVISED
ESTATE OF HELEN J. WRIGHT
Deceased

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 3 OF GRANT COUNTY, IN-
DIANA.

In the matter of the Supervised Estate of: HELEN J. WRIGHT, de-
ceased.

Cause Number: 27D03-1901-ES-000012

	 Notice is hereby given that on the 14th day of February, 2019, 
MutualBank was appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Helen J. Wright, deceased, who died on December 23, 2018.

	 All persons having claims against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this no-
tice, or within nine (9) months after the decedent's death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.

	 Dated: February 20, 2019.

		  /s/Pamela K. Harris
		  Grant County Superior Court 3

CHARLES E. HERRIMAN (7686-27)
Spitzer Herriman Stephenson
Holderead Conner & Persinger, LLP
122 East Fourth Street
P.O. Box 927
Marion, IN  46952
(764)664-7307
TNH 2/27, 3/6

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF HEARING ON
PROPOSED CUMULATIVE BRIDGE FUND

	 Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Grant County, Indi-
ana, that the Board of Commissioners of Grant County, Indiana will 
consider at the Grant County Complex, 401 S. Adams Street in the 
Council Chambers at 2:00 o’clock p.m. on March18, 2019, the estab-
lishment of a Cumulative Bridge Fund under the provisions of Indiana 
Code 8-16-3 et seq. for the purpose as follows:

For all uses as set out in IC 8-16-3 et seq. 

The tax will be levied on all taxable real and personal property within 
the taxing district and will not exceed $0.10 cents per $100 of as-
sessed valuation. The proposed fund will be levied beginning with 
taxes due and payable in the year 2020. Taxpayers appearing at such 
hearing shall have the right to be heard thereon. The proposal for 
establishment of the Cumulative Bridge Fund is subject to approval 
by the Department of Local Government Finance.

Within 30 days after the date of the adoption of the cumulative fund 
by the Board of Commissioners of Grant County, Indiana, Grant 
County will publish a Notice of Adoption. 

Upon publication of the Notice of Adoption, 10 or more taxpayers in 
the taxing district may file a petition with the County Auditor not later 
than noon 30 days after the publication of the Notice of Adoption set-
ting forth their objections to the proposed fund.

Dated this 21st day of February, 2019.

	 Grant County Board of Commissioners
TNH 2/27, 3/6

NOTICE IS HEARBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANC-
ES HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE COURTS OF GRANT COUN-
TY AS PROVIDED IN IC 36-2-6-3.  THE JUDGE OF EACH CIRCUIT, 
SUPERIOR, PROBATE, JUVENILE, CRIMINAL AND COUNTY 
COURT IS EMPOWERED TO ALLOW CLAIMS OR VOUCHERS 
OF THE COURT, INCLUDING OFFICES, DEPARTMENT AND IN-
STITUTIONS UNDER JURISDICTION OF THE COURT, SUCH 
AS COURT ADMINISTRATOR, PROBATION DEPARTMENT AND 
JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER.  CLAIMS OR VOUCHERS OF 
THE COURT ARE NOT SUBJECT TO ALLOWANCE BY COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS.  THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES WERE AP-
PROVED BY GRANT CIRCUIT COURT AND/OR GRANT SUPE-
RIOR COURTS 1, 2, & 3.

	 Peerless Printing	 $216.21
	 Brooklyn Rice	 $253.00 
	 Niccole Shaw	 $82.50
	 Emily Rodriguez	 $139.21
	 Thomson Reuters	 $560.00
	 Warren Haas	 $20.47

	 Grand Total:	 $1,271.39

	 James E. McWhirt
	 GRANT COUNTY AUDITOR
TNH 2/27

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT #3 OF GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA.  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JUDITH FOUDRAY, de-
ceased.

ESTATE NUMBER 27D03-1901-EU-9.

	 Notice is hereby given that Natalie Harris and Wendy Bartrom 
were on the 24th   day of January, 2019, appointed Co-Personal Rep-
resentatives of the Estate of Judith Foudray, who died on the 8th   
day of January, 2019, and are authorized to administer said estate 
without court supervision.

All persons having claims against said estate, whether or not now 
due, must file the claim in the office of the clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or said claim will be forever barred.

	 Dated at Marion, Indiana, on February 19, 2019.

		  /s/ Pamela Harris
		  Pamela Harris, Clerk
		  Grant Superior Court #3

David M. Payne
Attorney #5648-27
Ryan & Payne
112 S. Boots Street
Marion, Indiana  46952
(765) 664-4132
Attorney for the Estate
TNH 2/27, 3/6STATE OF INDIANA                    IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT I

COUNTY OF GRANT		 CAUSE NO: 27D01-1812-MI-000228
			 
	
JON GLESSNER,
	 Plaintiff
	 vs
JEFF WRIGHT A/K/A JEFFREY WRIGHT, LVNV FUNDING, LLC, 
JEFFERSON CAPITAL SYSTEMS LLC, CITY OF MARION, Douglas 
Bruce and their heirs, devisees, legatees, executors, administrators, 
personal representatives, husbands, wives, widows, widowers, and 
the successors and assigns of  each, as well as any and all persons  
claiming from, through or under them, as well as unknown beneficia-
ries of any trust wherein any of the above-named designated defen-
dants have acted or purported to act as trustee or trustees, 
	 Defendants.

AMENDED NOTICE TO NON-RESIDENTS
& UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS

	 TO: JEFF WRIGHT A/K/A JEFFREY WRIGHT, LVNV FUND-
ING, LLC, JEFFERSON CAPITAL SYSTEMS LLC, CITY OF 
MARION, DOUGLAS BRUCE, AND THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, HUSBANDS, WIVES, WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, 
AND THE SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS OF EACH, AS WELL 
AS ANY AND ALL PERSONS CLAIMING FROM, THROUGH OR 
UNDER THEM, AS WELL AS UNKNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF 
ANY TRUST WHEREIN ANY OF THE ABOVE-NAMED DESIG-
NATED DEFENDANTS HAVE ACTED OR PURPORTED TO ACT 
AS TRUSTEE OR TRUSTEES

	 You are hereby notified that that above-named Plaintiff has filed 
a lawsuit against you in the Grant Superior Court No. 1 at the Grant 
County Courthouse in Marion, Indiana in the above entitled cause 
of action, naming you as Defendants.  The named Plaintiff is repre-
sented by Spitzer Herriman Stephenson Holderead Conner & Pers-
inger, LLP.  The nature of this lawsuit is a Complaint to quiet title of 
the following described real estate located in Grant County, State of 
Indiana, to-wit:

Lots Numbered Two Hundred Thirty-five (235) and two Hun-
dred Forty (240) in Forbes Addition to the City of Marion, Grant 
County, as per plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 1, page 23, 
Plat Cabinet A, Slide 22, Miscellaneous Record 1, page 42 in 
the Office of the Recorder of Grant County, Indiana.

Parcel Numbers: 27-05-28-204-058.000-027 & 27-07-07-304-
024.000-002

Street Address: 2302 South Race Street, Marion, Indiana, 
46953

An answer or other response in writing to the complaint must be filed 
either by you or your attorney within thirty (30) days after the third 
notice of suit is published, and if you fail to do so, judgment by default 
may be rendered against you for the relief demanded by the Plaintiff.

	 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
of this Court on 29th day of January, 2019.

		  /s/Pamela K. Harris
		  Clerk of the Grant Superior Court 1

CHARLES E. HERRIMAN 
SPITZER HERRIMAN STEPHENSON
HOLDEREAD CONNER & PERSINGER, LLP
122 East Fourth Street
P.O. Box 927
Marion, IN 46952
TNH 2/6, 2/13, 2/20

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the City of Marion Board of Public Works 
and Safety will conduct a public hearing on the 4th day of March 2019 
at 10:00 a.m. (local time) in the City Council Chambers at the Marion 
Municipal Building, 301 S. Branson St., Marion, Indiana, for the pur-
pose of making a recommendation for approval to sell the following 
described properties owned by the City of Marion for the amount of 
the offer stated below for each property.

	 Property	 Offer
1.	 Martin R. Fincannon, Jr.	 $800.00
	 1920 S. Selby St.
	 Marion, IN 46953
	 Tax Parcel No. 27-07-07-301-053.000-002

City of Marion Board of 
Public Works and Safety 
TNH 2/20, 2/27

STATE OF INDIANA                  IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 3

COUNTY OF GRANT		  CASE NO. 27D03-1901-EU-01

IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ADMINSTRATION
OF THE ESTATE OF:

RONALD P. MULLEN, Deceased

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

	 Notice is hereby given that Kimberly Garcia and Dawn Wright 
were on January 4, 2019 appointed as Co-Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Ronald P. Mullen, who died on 07/22/2018. The Co-
Personal Representative is authorized to administer the estate with-
out Court supervision.

	 All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court 
within five (5) months from the date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within one (1)  year after the decedent’s death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claim will be forever barred.

		  Pamela K. Harris
		  Grant County Clerk

William T. Myers
1320 W. Johnson Street
Marion, Indiana  46952
Telephone: (765) 662-9820
TNH 2/20, 2/27

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT III OF GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA. 

In the matter of the Unsupervised Estate of: DALE G. DIETRICH, 
deceased. 

Cause Number 27D03-1901-EU-000011 

	 Notice is hereby given that on the 7h day of February, 2019, 
SUKHJINDER KAUR BATH was appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of DALE G. DIETRICH, deceased, who died on the 10th 
day of January, 2019. 

	 All persons having claims against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this no-
tice, or within nine (9) months after the decedent's death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred. 

	 Dated at Marion, Indiana, this 7th day of February, 2019. 

		  /s/ PAMELA HARRIS 
		  Clerk, Grant Superior Court III 

Jason McVicker (26210-02) 
SPITZER HERRIMAN STEPHENSON 
HOLDEREAD CONNER & PERSINGER, LLP 
122 East Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 927 
Marion, IN 46952 
(765) 664-7307
TNH 2/20, 2/27

STATE OF INDIANA                   IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 1
COUNTY OF GRANT		  2019 TERM

IN RE THE MATTER OF:
DANIEL WARD MAINES 		  CAUSE NO.27D01-1902-MI-00011
	 Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

	 Daniel Ward Maines, whose mailing address is: 1823 W Brad-
ford St., Apt. 101, Marion, IN 46952, of Grant County, Indiana hereby 
gives notice that he has filed a petition in the Grant County Supe-
rior Court 1 requesting that his name be changed to Daniel Boone 
Maines.
	 Notice is further given that the Hearing will be held on said Peti-
tion on the 12th day of April, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.

	 This 19th day of February, 2019.

		  /s/ Joshua M. Howell
		  Joshua M. Howell
		  Attorney for Petitioner
		  208 W 4th Street
		  Marion, IN 46952
		  Telephone: (765) 664-9500
TNH 2/20, 2/27, 3/6

Crossword solution
Puzzle is on page 3, courtesy of Bestcrosswords.com

1. Dr. Otis Bowen
2. James Dean
3. Marjorie Main

Indiana Quiz Answers

Sudoku solution
Puzzle is on page 3 • www.sudokuoftheday.com

February 23, 2019 
will be known as 
comeback Satur-
day here in Grant 

County sports.
It started with the Lady 

Eagles of Oak Hill High 
School. Having on three 
separate occasions made it 
to the state girls basketball 
finals only to lose, this year 
was the year. They had 
already beaten Winchester--
their opponent in the cham-
pionship game--by 20 points 
earlier in the season, and all 
the chips were in the middle 
of the table.

But there they were last 
Saturday, unable to make 
any type of outside shot and 
the clock was ticking. Late 
in the third quarter and the 
Eagles of Todd Law were 
down by nine points.

Time for a miracle, and it 
happened.

A young lady by the name 
of Brittany McCorkle, who 
was averaging five points 
per game, said “Give me 
the ball.” She hit three point 
shot after three point shot 
and suddenly, early in the 
fourth quarter, the Eagles 
had the lead.

Reality checked in for 
Winchester and Oak Hill 
blew the game wide open, 
winning by 12.

Hats off to McCorkle and 
her senior class for fi-

nally getting Oak Hill Grant 
County’s first girls IHSAA 
basketball title.

At the very same time that 
comeback was going on, 
another high flying Eagle, 
Caiden Lake, was diving 
in the state championships, 
right down the street in Indy. 
With three dives to go in the 
competition, Lake was in 
third place, and was hoping 
to come up with a dive that 
could rock the world of his 
competition.

As a senior, Lake didn’t 
care to settle for a top three 
finish, he wanted the state 
championship medal. He 
had worked on a special 
dive with Coach Bobby 
Hart, but it was so difficult 
and so dangerous he had 
never tried it in a meet. Call 
it the Triple Lindy if you 
want--it was a dive that, if 
he tried it, could either win 
him the state, or knock him 
out of medal contention.

Lake figured he didn’t 
want to be 50 dreaming of 
what could have been, so 
he went for it all. Hit the 
dive and win the state. Do a 
belly-flopper and goodbye 
top-ten medal.

The rest is history: he did 
it to perfection, scored more 
than 70 points on the dive, 
and went on to win the state 
title, becoming the first boy 
ever to win an individual 

state title in any sport at Oak 
Hill. Comeback number two 
in a non-class sport was one 
for the ages.

Finally, Indiana Wesleyan 
University’s men’s basket-
ball team was not playing 
for a state title, but its hopes 
for repeating as national 
champions were going down 
the tubes. With under eight 
minutes left, the Wildcats, 
playing at home, trailed 
Marian by 17.

If they lost this Crossroads 
League Tournament semi-
final game they wouldn’t 
earn an automatic bid to 
the NAIA national tourna-
ment. Even if they got an 
at-large bid to the tourney, 
their national seed would 
drop precipitously, and their 
chances to win their way 
through the national tourna-
ment would grow relatively 
more difficult.

Here comes comeback 
number three, all in the same 
hour. The defending national 
champs pulled out the Su-
perman gear, cut the lead to 
two with five seconds left 
and came down the floor 
looking to tie or win the 
game. Canaan Coffey let it 
fly from 30 feet with a tenth 
of a second left.

Swish.
’Cats win! ’Cats win! This 

announcer goes berserk and 
IWU lives to play another 

day, 79-78.
Three comebacks for the 

ages. All in one hour. All 
on one Saturday afternoon, 
February 23, 2019. An 
incredible day in Grant 
County sports history.

Jim Brunner has been the 
voice of sports in Grant 
County for more than 45 
years.

Comeback Saturday for County sports

Sports Talk

Jim Brunner

Boys basketball
Southwood 62-53 East-
brook

The Eastbrook Panthers 
were defeated by the South-
wood Knights 62-53. Dylan 
Bragg led the Panthers in 
scoring with 15, Alex Baker 
and Garrett Holder had 14.

Eastbrook 58-46 South 
Adams

Trailing by 14 points at 
halftime, Eastbrook came 
back to beat the Sout Ad-
ams Starfires 58-46. Dylan 
Bragg led the Panthers in 
scoring with 17, while Alex 
Baker finished with 13 and 
Garrett Holder 11. Bryce 
Schamber had 10 points and 
10 rebounds.

Madison-Grant 59-61 
Monroe Central 

The Argylls were defeated 
61-59 in their final tuneup 
of the regular season. Isaac 
Cooper and Wyatt Rudy led 
the Argylls with 16 points, 
while Grant Brown had 
a double-double with 15 
points and 10 assists.

Marion 59-70 FW Snider
The Marion Giants were 

defeated on the road at 
Fort Wayne Snider, 70-59. 
JK Thomas led the Giants 
in scoring with 26 points, 
while Jalen Blackmon fin-
ished with 18.

2/19—New Castle 76-62 
Mississinewa

The Mississinewa Indians 
ended their regular season 
with a loss to the New Cas-
tle Trojans 76-62. Tai Mc-
Clung led the Indians with 
18 points, while Landen 
Swanner scored 16 and An-

thony Horton had 12.

2/19—Oak Hill 69-65 
Northwestern

The Golden Eagles came 
away with their most im-
pressive triumph of the 
season, 69-65 victory over 
Tayson Parker and the No.5-
ranked Class 3A Northwest-
ern Tigers. Kian Hite led 
Oak Hill with 16 points, 
while Clay McCorkle and 
Konnoe Cabe each scored 
15. 

2/22—Oak Hill 53-38 
Northfield 

The Golden Eagles 
ended their regular season 
slate with another triumph, 
defeating the Northfield 
Norsemen by a score of 53-
38 on Friday evening. 



for most of the game, the 
Golden Eagles were looking 
for a catalyst, and in the third 
quarter Brittany McCorkle 
helped the Golden Eagles re-
gain the momentum almost 
singlehandedly.  

The Golden Falcons’ tri-
angle-and-two left McCorkle 
open, and she made them pay. 
Despite playing with three 
personal fouls, the Golden 
Eagles’ point guard scored 14 
of her 16 points in the quarter 
on six-for-eight shooting from 
the field and two-for-four 
from beyond the arc.

“You have to shoot the ball 

in rhythm and have to have 
confidence in it,” Law said. 
“I felt like Brittany had that 
the entire game.”

“We were down [eight] 
coming into the third quar-
ter, and I prayed really hard,” 
McCorkle said. “I just asked 
Him to give me the confi-
dence and my team confi-
dence to really get the job 
done...I knew that when they 
were doubling on Taylor and 
Nana [Adrianna] that I had to 
become an offensive threat.”

“We picked our poison,” 
Winchester Head Coach 
Holly Gutierrez said. “Others 
kids [besides Westgate and 
Trexler] had to step up, and 
they did.” 

With 3:38 remaining in the 

third quarter, Winchester led 
32-23, but McCorkle scored 
six of the final eight points in 
the stanza to cut the Golden 
Falcon’s lead to 35-34. 

If the third quarter was 
McCorkle’s, the final frame 
belonged to Robey. 

Her field goal 35 sec-
onds into the quarter put the 
Golden Eagles up by one 
point, the first time they had 
led since late in the first pe-
riod. The two teams grappled 
defensively over the next 
couple of minutes and were 
tied at 38 with 6:18 left in 
the game. Ten seconds later 
Robey converted on an assist 
from Hasty and Oak Hill was 
off on a 16-4 run to end the 
game.

“Kayla is a good shooter, 
but Kayla is really good off 
the dribble and taking the 
ball to the basket,” Law said. 
“That is her strongest point. 
I felt like in the first half she 
was kind of settling for some 
tentative jumpshots, and in 
the second half, she took it 
strong to the basket. It ended 
up being her and [6-3 Kira] 
Robinson inside, but Kayla 
jumps pretty well and she can 
equalize that and was able to 
get a lot of shots to go.”

In the final eight minutes, 
Robey scored 12 points on 
five-of-six shooting from the 
floor, and the Oak Hill de-
fense did the rest, keeping 
Winchester off the scoreboard 
for the final 2:45. Robey and 

Trexler combined to hit six 
free throws in the final 1:16 to 
put the game on ice.

In the second half, the 
Golden Eagles shot a scorch-
ing 15-for-23 from the field; 
Robey and McCorkle togeth-
er were 13-for-16 and scored 
30 of the Golden Eagles’ 39 
second-half points.

“I have talked about this 
for three years, and I’m not 
sure how many people actu-
ally believed or bought into 
the fact, but this is a team,” 
Law said. “This isn’t one or 
two players. That’s why we 
have worked so hard to de-
velop a team—anybody can 
step up on any given night. It 
took a while today, obvious-
ly. [Winchester] did a great 
job of taking [Westgate and 
Trexler] away from us, and it 
took us a while to settle into 
that, but obviously [Robey 
and McCorkle] stepped up 
and did a great job. That’s 
just a great thing about hav-
ing a group of girls that play 
together as a team.”

After holding Winchester 
to eight-for-22 shooting in the 
first half, Oak Hill was even 
more dominant in the sec-
ond half, holding the Golden 
Falcons to just six-for-25, in-
cluding three-for-14 from the 
three-point line, while forc-
ing 16 total turnovers.

“All year long, we have 
been an excellent three-point 
shooting team,” Gutierrez 
said. “[Today,] We shot 10 
percent from the three-point 
line. That was a huge fac-
tor in our game, as well as 
turnovers. Turnovers killed 
us. They scored 19 points 
off of those turnovers. So, 
it’s pretty easy to figure out 

when you look at those two 
numbers.”

After the game, Law paid 
homage to the teams that 
came before, stating that Oak 
Hill’s first girls state basket-
ball championship would 
have not have been possible 
without the legacy and foun-
dation they left behind.

“I didn’t talk a lot to the 
girls about this…because I 
didn’t want to put any added 
pressure on them, but a piece 
of what happened today defi-
nitely goes back to those ’08, 
’09, and ’17 teams,” he said, 
“[They] get to share in that 
for sure, because all of those 
teams, and even the teams 
around those teams, have 
been part of the building 
block that has allowed this to 
happen.”

Now, the 2018-2019 Oak 
Hill Golden Eagles are 
etched in history.
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CEMETERY CLEAN-OFF 

THE WEEK OF 

MARCH 15 

During the week of March 15, all containers 
of seasonal flowers will be emptied and any 

unapproved items will be removed.  Any                    
decorations families wish to keep need                       

to be removed prior to this date. 

 

Eagles,
Continued from page 5

Just hours after the girls 
defeated Winchester Com-
munity 54-42, the entire com-
munity gathered in the Oak 
Hill gymnasium to congratu-
late their newly minted cham-
pions. Speeches were given, 
tears were shed, and most 
importantly, the athletes who 
had invested countless hours 
into their craft to finish at the 
top, were celebrated.

“Well, it’s certainly a little 
bit of a different situation 
for the girls in that they’ve 
been here several times and 
[have] not been able to do it, 
[but] they were able to pull it 
out this year,” Oak Hill Ath-
letic Director Ryan Fagan 
said. “What an outstanding 
year for them. I’m so proud 
of them and everything that 
they’ve done. It doesn’t get 

old.”
After being upset by long-

time rival Frankton in the 
regional final last year, the 
Golden Eagles did not hang 
their heads for long. Rather, 
they used that loss as motiva-
tion, and, with a team full of 
talent, grit, and resolve, they 
were able to reach the pin-
nacle.  

“Last year, everybody had 
high hopes that they would 
get to the state, and when they 
got beat over in the regional 
at Greentown, the whole 
community and the girls took 
it pretty hard,” longtime fan 
Norman McFarland said. 
“But most of them were ju-
niors. And I told my wife, 
I said, ‘Next year, they are 
going to win the state.’ I pre-
dicted this back in the winter 

time.”
Speaking of girls head 

coach Todd Law, Fagan said: 
“I know he has been working 
at it for years and years, and to 
be here four times and not get 
it done would have be heart-
wrenching. I’m really proud 
of him and everything he has 
done, and, boy, it’s nice to 
bring home some hardware to 
Grant County.”

The celebration was as 
much about the Oak Hill 
community, parents and fans 
as it was the athletes. “They 
are all good kids, and they are 
all great parents,” McFarland 
said. “It’s a nice community. 
I’m from Kokomo, and my 
wife told me from the get-go 
that it doesn’t matter if they 
are [struggling] or they’re re-
ally good, the Oak Hill com-

munity backs their teams. It 
didn’t take me too long to see 
that she was right.”

Law was one of the last 
people to speak at the event, 
and after thanking multiple 
people, including his coach-
ing staff, his players, and his 
wife Valerie, he thanked ev-
eryone in attendance for their 
support. 

After all, this state champi-
onship is for them as well. 

“I don’t know what it is 
about this place,” Law said, 
“Obviously, I went to school 
here and have been very for-
tunate to make it back here 
as a coach. This is a special 
place. I don’t care what it is. If 
there is something for people 
to turn out for, you turn out in 
spades. You were great today, 
and we appreciate you.”

Community celebrates the champs

Photo by David Roorbach

Oak Hill’s Kaela Robey jumps 
over Winchester’s Kira Rob-
inson for two points in the 
fourth quarter. The Falcons’ 
Maddie  Lawrence looks on.


