Marion dermatologist
retires from practice

See story on Page 3

Surgeon General
has Indiana ties

See story on Page 6
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DEATHS

Cody Dean Martin
1975-2020

Private services for Martin
will be held at a later date.
Burial will take place at
Thrailkill Cemetery in
Swayzee.

Jason Aaron Morgan
1977-2020

The family will hold a pri-
vate visitation and service
at a later date with burial at
Grant Memorial Park.

Donna Claire Boatwright
1946-2020

Boatwright will be cre-
mated with a memorial
service to follow at a later
date.

Gary Ancil

1945-2020

The family will have a pri-
vate, graveside service for
Ancil with burial taking
place at Grant Memorial
Park.

Marilyn L. Holland
1932-2020

Due to the recent regula-
tions mandated by the
CDC and the Governor of
the State of Indiana, and
keeping everyone’s best in-
terest in mind, the family
will be having services for
Holland at a later date.

See Deaths, Page 2

County has new Central Dispatch director

By Sean Douglas

Marion Central Dispatch
has a new face at the helm.

Boasting over two
decades of work in the areas
of dispatch in the states of
Indiana and Michigan,
Michael Clayton was hired
three weeks ago to be the
Central Dispatch director,
bringing a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to
Grant County.

Clayton, a Berrien
Spring, Michigan native,
has been working in the dis-
patch field since 1999.

Clayton developed an in-
terest in dispatching while
in high school, taking his
EMT and beginning part-
time with the ambulance

Michael Clayton

service in nearby Benton
Harbor. From the moment
he started, he could not get

enough, and with the help
of several colleagues, he
quickly made his way into

full time dispatch-
ing.

“When I got on
the ambulance, 1
actually would
hang out with the
dispatchers...that
let me do some
simple things in
the radio room.
They took me
under their wing
and really taught
me how dispatch-
ers are supposed
to properly go and
how the system is
supposed to work.
From there, I was
hooked. Next
thing I knew, I got certified
as an EMD.”

Clayton got his start as an

EMS Dispatcher, but even-
tually worked his way into
doing police and fire dis-
patch in Benton Harbor,
where he served for 10
years.

In 2009, Clayton moved
south to St. Joseph’s
County, Indiana, where he
worked with the St. Joseph
County Fire Dispatch for
another eight years. From
2017 to March 2020, Clay-
ton served as the lead com-
munication officer at Notre
Dame before heading fur-
ther south to Marion three
weeks ago.

Any time that there is a
major life event, like taking
a new job, change, and ad-

See Dispatch, Page 2

Important dates set for 2020 primary election

By Alan Miller

Psst! Don’t look now, but
the 2020 Grant County pri-
mary election is sneaking
up on you. Voters need to
divert their attention from
intense coverage of the
COVID-19 outbreak, at
least for a moment, and jot
down a few dates so that the
election doesn’t sneak right
by them.

Although Gov. Eric Hol-
comb has delayed the pri-
mary election until June 2,
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Indiana?

Corydon?

1. What is the official state tree of

2. What type of tree is mentioned
in the official state song of Indiana?

3. Legend has it that the signers of
the first state constitution enjoyed
the shade of what type of tree in
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your first opportunity to
cast a ballot will be May 26
when early voting will
begin in the basement of the
Grant County Courthouse.
Early in-person voting
historically has been al-
lowed for 28 days in ad-
vance of an election but will
be limited to six days this
year. Hours for early voting
at the courthouse will be
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., May
26-29; from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m., May 30, and from 8
a.m. to noon on June 1.
Nancy
Bryant,
Grant
County
election
deputy,
said her
office is
in the

process of acquiring sup-
plies and developing a plan
to protect voters who come
to the courthouse.

“It has been quite a chal-
lenge finding some of these
items that we need to pur-
chase, but we now have a
plan in place,” Bryant said.
“First, we will mark off 6-
foot spaces on the floor. We
have gloves and masks for
the workers and hand sani-
tizers for both workers and
voters. After each voter, we
will wipe down the voting

machines, booths and pens.”

Given concerns about the
virus, Secretary of State
Connie Lawson has applied
for $7.9 million in federal
funds to buy masks, gloves
and other supplies to be dis-
tributed at election offices
and polling places through-
out the state.

In addition to delaying
the primary election for a
month, the governor’s order
also removed all restrictions
for requesting an absentee
ballot. Previously, at least in
theory, voters had to give a
specific reason for request-
ing an absentee ballot.

This year, however, any-
one can request an absentee
ballot application by calling
the Voter Registration Of-
fice at 765-664-9880 or the
Election Office at 765-668-

7458. Applications also can
be found on the county’s
website, grantcounty.net, or
at indianavoters.com.

“The deadline to request a
mailed ballot is May 21,”
Bryant said. ““We print the
absentee ballots here in the
office, so we can continu-
ally print them as needed.
People do not need to worry
about us running out of the
ballots.”

Absentee ballots must be
received by the county by
noon on Election Day.

State party officials ex-
pect record numbers of
Hoosiers to vote by mail, at
least in the primary election,
which could slow the
process of tabulating votes
on June 2.

See Primary, Page 2

County seeks volunteers to make masks

The Grant County community is in need of anyone willing to make and donate cloth masks for Mar-
ion General Hospital and essential employees in local businesses.

The United Way is accepting donations of mask at its office, 215 S. Adams St., Marion. Call 765-662-
9811 to let officials know when drop off will occur and they will get them to those in need.

It is preferred to have masks that tie so that they can be fitted to a boarder range of individuals.

Examples of how to make masks can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/pre-
vent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html



