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Marion, Mississinewa
plan virtual graduations

With the COVID-19 pan-
demic shutting down all
schools in Indiana for the
rest of the academic year,
typical events, such as grad-
ation, have been postponed.

However, several (rant
County schoels have begun
te make plans s0 that the
(lass of 2020 can be hon-
ored omnoe e vins is con-
tained,

According to a press re-
lease put out by Director of
Cribson, Marion High School
will be helding two separate
CEfernoaes — o that is vir-
fua] and smwother that is mone

“MHS asked members of

the Class of 2020 i weigh in
on options for their gradus-
i, sinee the traditional cer-
emony has been canceled
due to COWID- 19 distancing
guidelines," Gibson staied,
“About half the class indi-
cated a preference, and the
majority of those woles wene
for a winual gradustion in
May and a second in-person
ceremony in September.™

Az of now, the wiriual
gradustion ceremony is
scheduled for May 31 and
the traditional, in-person cer-
emony s entatively set for
Sepember 20, More details
will be provided in the weeks
i oM.

Missiszinewa will also

hodd & winual graduation on
May 31, where they will an-
nounce sudents and show a
picture of them in their cap
and gown, according i Mis-
siasinewa Athletic Director
Chamse Young. Mississinewa
iz alzo looking for a way to
have the class gather once
the ban iz lifted. While noth-
ing iz set in stome yet, the
idea is to have an event con-
nected with their homecom-
ing weekend this coming
fall.

Asg of this writing, East-
brook, Madzon-Grant, and
Ciak Hill have ot made any
mnouncements  reganding

their graduation proceedings.

T-shirt sale to help
with funds during pandemic

With the city of Marion,
amd 3l of Grant County at-
empting & navigate one of
the most unprecedenied
times in human history, mul-
fiple local organizations -ame
doing their part to support
fhe commumnity through this
difficut time,

Earlier this past week,
Eylie Jackson from the Mar-
ipn-Grant County Chamber
of Commerce, Shelly Jones
from the Community Foun-
dation, and Rob Wilson,
president of Hoosier Jiffy
Print, collaborated to create
a T-shirt fundraizer to help

multiple businesses through-
out fe county whoe have
been strogeling during the
COVID- 19 pandemic.
“Thope that this findraiser
saves 3 business or fills a
meed in the commumity,™
Wilzon said. “Another small
husiness that may be strog-
glineg, meayhe this momey can
e used for that, or maybe a
group of people who are in
desperate need of some fi-
meane ] sssistance ™
Haoosier Jiffiy Print will e
selling gray, shost-sleeve T-
shirk in a nultinde of sizes
with the wonds “Grant
County #INThisTogeter™
printed across the fromt
From each T-shirt sold, five
dollars will stay in Grant
County i be allocated i all
of thoese aforementioned

EIOUPS.
The fundraiser will con-

clude at the end of the
mpath, and a5 of this writing,
F280 has been raised thus
far. Wikon hopes to raise at
least 1,066, hut no goal was
officially set.

“We are going until the
end of the month,” Wilson
said. “We put a timer on [the
website] to get people to act
now instead of later™

For those locking to pur-
chase a T-shirt, visit hjpap-
parel.comigrant county_tog
ether/shophome or give call
Hoosier Jiffy Print at 765-
664-3162 to place an order.

The movel coronavins has
affected every aspect of life

STAY SAFE
STAY HOME

in Grant County over fhe last
moaith.

But in times of trouble and
sirife, humans have a knack
of banding together. With
thiz fundraizer, the Chamber,
the Comnmumnity Foundation,
and Hoosier Jif fy Print have
all but proven that fact.

“There are 20 many small
businesses and 50 many peo-
ple [affected] by this virus,"™
Wilzon said. “We nead tobe
together to make sure every-
body is mken care of, men-
tally and physically. This isa
way of supporting each other
in Grant County.™

STAY HEALTHY

Lockdown! What can we do?

When I think ahout dif-
ferent hoodos of the hikle 1
am wsally deawn o a key
chapter or key verse. There
are slways thoughs to cling
to a5 we read through God's
Word.

AsT st here at my desk
early in the mormning, 1 feel
somewhat out of syne. 1
can't go to the hoapital, 1
can't oo to the nursing
heomie, of make home visits,
Alsrge part of the ministry
that God has given meis
OIbE- (I-0008 pers0nal visits 1
love i visit people and re-
ally et to kosow them.
There is o douwbt that the
feelings 1 have ane shared
by each of you, Lockdown!
What a terrible thought. We
are not supposed i go any-
whene, just stay st home.
Tust a little thowght, gaso-
lime was £1.26 agallon a
week ago in Marillville,
bt we can't go anywhera!

Mow, you boow 1 am ot
& gloom and doom person,
and 1 have anple reason o

many powerful things to
Hiz disciples that apply to
each snd every one of us
tosday. We bonow from: read-
ingg the Goapels that the dis-
ciples had many stressfil
timnes hecase of wneertain-
they were not in control of
anything. In John's Gospel,
chapter 13, Jesus begam to
teach His followers aboot
thee Vinee amd the bramches.
Miuch like all of the teach-

COVID

inegs of Jesus, He had a way
of getting their attention and
bringing them back to real-
ity. Jesus said, “Hence forth
T call you not servants; for
the servant knoweth mot
what his lord dosth: bt 1
have called you friends; for
all thimegs that T heard of my
Father 1 have made known
vt o, You have not cho-
sen me, bot 1 have chosen
yoou, and ordaimed youw, that
you should go and bring
forth frwit, and that your
fruit should remsing that
whakever ve shall ask in moy
name, he may give it youw
These things 1 conmand
you, that ve love ome an-
other™ { John 15:15-17).

What iz Jesus saying to
us in this passage? T here
are o many principles o
share them all iday, bot let
me pull out just a couple:

1. This jourmey we ame on
is ot about us, it is aboot
Him. We ame not in control.
He kmows exactly where we
are and what we ane experi-
encing (Fead 1 Corinthisns
10:13). We are going to

amd haoth Gibson and his
saff are ready to continue
faithfilly serving their resi-
dents despite the circum-
EENCES,

“rur staff there are pre-
pared,” Gibson said. “We
have plenty of personal pro-
ective aquipment, we are
wiell staffed, we have great
leadership, and we are fol-
bowing &l of the direction
that is given tous by the
local Grant County Depant-
ment of Health, te Indimna
Depanment of Health, and
fhe CTC guidelines, Our
s ff is tramed forthis and
prepared for this™

April Evans, Marion
Ceneral Hospital "s repre-
sentative stated that to date,
MGH has collectad 325
specimens for COVID-19
eating. (fthose tested, less
than 10 percent of hose in-
dividualk have tested posi-
tive forithe virus, OF that 10
percent, 30 percent have re-
quired ventilator support.

“We are pleasad with the
improvement in test result

twrnaround times," Evans
said. “We are now seeing
st resule in less than thres
days.”™

Furthermore, the hospital
& using technolegy to their
hemefit. Through the use of
the FaceTime application on
the iPad, which allows for
video calling, nurses and
support staff are able to
commumnicate and work
with their patients without
needlessly puting fwem-
selves st risk, as well a5 cut
down on the wseof their
FPE.

“We have successfully
utilized FaceTime with our
patients to help select dweir
meals, checking in on them
with our nursing secetaries,
amd fhen to address any
questions or concems ey
have,"” Evans said.

Patients amd =t ff have
hodh found this to e very
beme ficial, and Face Time
will continue iy be used fre-
quently throughout e re-
mainder of the crisis,

Lastly, Rick Farrant from

2, If Jesus has called us,
what should we do? Well,
o can do as our
staff have done. Pick up fhe
phone and start calling your
friends, family, and hrothers
amd sisters in Cheist. You
wioild be amazed how
many times I have heard,
“Pastor, it is a0 good to hesr
wour vodoe. " Mow, that tells
you people are going stir
crazy if tey enjoy & call
from me! You can also e-
mail, et or even send 3
card,

3. We can pray for those
who are struggling. My
prayer life has definitely
changed through all of fhis.
Pray for all of the care-
givers in the madical field,
They are on the front lines,
riskineg their own lives to
help others.

4. We can all keep the
faith. “For we walk by faith,
and mot by sight™ (11
Corinthians 5: 7). My faith
is stvoqgrer today than it was
a mond ago becase my re-
lationship with Jesus is bet-
ter.

In closing today, let me
give s all s assignment
As our outside reading, read
Il Cheomicles T: 14: “Tf noy
people, which are called by
my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and
sock my face, and tum from
their wicked ways; then will
1 hegar from heaven, and will
forgive their gin, and will
Toeal thoeir land.™

The Rev. Tom Mans-
baargar i gendor peastor of
Girace Commundy Chimeh.
He offars free counsaling.
Regeh him af TE5-517-1187
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Mortheast Indiana Work
gave up an update on Grant
County's umnerployment
sEs

In the three weeks be-
tween the middle of March

and April 4, 2,280 people
applied for unemployment
in Grant County, On the
woekend of March 28
alone, 1,191 people filed for
unemployment. Manufac-
turineg snd food service,
alpng with retail, have suf-
fered the higgest hik, which
is consistent with every
county in northeasiem Indi-
sneh , &0 ofding to Farrsnt.

However, on the Morth-
cast Indisns Works website,
hitps: /i ww neinworks.org/,
fhere iz a list of businesses
Culvers, Café Valley, Mei-
jer, Marion Utilities, and
many mome, 50 Farrant en-
couragad those whose jobs
have boen affected by
COVID- 19 that there ane
jobs atill availahle,



