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Marion dermatologist retires from practice
By Alan Miller 

 

Dr. Kristine Hess’ jour-
ney to become a dermatol-
ogist began with what she 
describes as a terrible case 
of poison ivy during her 
first year of medical school 
at Indiana University-
Bloomington. 

“After the poison ivy, I 
got boils. I was miserable,” 
Hess said. “I went to the 
student health center where 
I was treated by a dermatol-
ogist who was one of the 
kindest people I’ve ever 
met. He had me all fixed up 
in 48 hours.” 

Actually, there were 
other factors that influ-
enced her decision to pur-
sue dermatology as a 
specialty. “It’s very visual. 
You get to see both adults 
and children, and it uses 
medical and surgical 
skills,” she said. 
Hess began her practice in 
Marion in 1989 and retired 
in February. In 2015, she 
sold the practice to Wiscon-
sin-based Forefront Derma-
tology, which will maintain 
an office in Marion General 
Hospital’s Medical Office 
Building. 

Hess’ husband, Dr. George 
Geier, who has practiced 
urology in Marion since 
1988, is not retiring. In re-
cent years, the couple has 
had adjoining offices. 

“George and I like to say 
we met over a dead body,” 
Hess said. “I was a year 
ahead of him in medical 
school, so I was working as 
an associate instructor in the 
anatomy lab, and he was one 
of my students.” 

The couple was married in 
1980 while they were in 
medical school. 

Hess was reared in Akron, 
Ohio, where her father was 
an engineer for B.F. 
Goodrich. “After I graduated 
from high school in 1972, I 

told my dad I wanted to at-
tend Oberlin College and be-
come a writer,” she said. “He 
was only willing to pay for 
me to attend a state school in 
Ohio – or Purdue University, 
where he had earned his en-
gineering degree.” 

Hess enrolled at Purdue, 
majoring in biology with her 
mind set on becoming a 
physician.  She spent the first 
two years of medical school 
at Indiana University’s 
Bloomington campus and the 
final two years at the IUPUI 
campus in Indianapolis. 

“Both George and I were 
fortunate enough to get resi-
dency programs in Indi-
anapolis. That probably was 
due, in part, to the fact there 
were not many students seek-
ing dermatology and and 
urology residencies,” Hess 
said. 

After completing their res-

idencies, the couple moved 
to Marion where Geier had 
accepted a position with 
Urology, Inc., a medical 
practice owned by Dr. 
Marcene Pearcy and Dr. 
David Brandes. 

“When we moved to Mar-
ion, we were not concerned 
about my career,” Hess said. 
“We had a daughter, and I 
was expecting our second 
child, so I had planned to 
stay home with the children. 
Our son was actually born 
the day after we moved into 
our first house in Marion.” 

A year later, Hess joined 
the Marion office of two der-
matologists whose main of-
fices were in Muncie. She 
would later buy the Marion 
practice. 

During her 31 years in 
Marion, Hess said the prac-
tice of dermatology changed 
to reflect a changing commu-

nity. “When I retired, 63 
percent of my patients were 
on Medicare,” she said. 
”When I began practicing, I 
saw more of a variety of is-
sues such as rashes and 
acne. In recent years, those
conditions have been over-
shadowed by skin cancers, 
especially melanoma.” 

Hess’ influence on the 
community extended well 
beyond her medical prac-
tice. She served two terms 
on the Marion school board, 
several years on the Family 
Service Society board and 
was active, along with her 
husband, in Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, before
it closed. 

“My service on the school

board grew out of a desire to

do what I could do as a 

community member and 

parent to be a part of im-

proving education for chil-

dren in Marion,” Hess said. 

Her service on the school

board also provided a life-

saving opportunity for one 

of her fellow board mem-

bers, Mike Roorbach. 

“Kris and I sat beside 

each other at board meet-

ings, and one night I asked

her to look at a small lesion

on my face. It turned out to

be malignant melanoma, and 

it was bad,” Roorbach said. 

“My oncologist said later, ‘It 

was advanced, but you 

caught it early. Your derma-

tologist did you a good 

favor.’ So I will always be in-

debted to Kris. She is more 

than a doctor, and she is 

going to be missed.” 

Doctors Hess and Geier 

will maintain their home in 

Marion, but she will be 

spending time in Georgia 

where their daughter, Mary, 

who is scheduled to deliver 

the couple’s first grandchild

later this month. 

Mary recently completed 

law school. Their son, Eric, 

is following in his parents’ 

footsteps. He has completed 

a Ph.D. and is in his final 

year of medical school in 

California. 

Dr. Kristine Hess


