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Bevo took small college basketball by storm
By Sean Douglas 

 

When it comes to small college 

basketball, Clarence “Bevo” Fran-

cis is the standard.  

From 1952-1954, Francis took 

the basketball world by storm, be-

coming one of the best players of 

his era, and saving Rio Grande Col-

lege in the process.  

Before his arrival in Rio Grande, 

Ohio, where he played for the Rio 

Grande Redmen, now the Univer-

sity of Rio Grande Red Storm, the 

school was at a crossroads. It had 

just four buildings, 38 male stu-

dents, and a basketball team that 

had gone 4-19 the season before. 

But for two seasons, Francis not 

only changed the trajectory of Rio 

Grande, he changed small college 

basketball forever.  

During his first year at the 

school, the Redmen went 39-0, the 

team averaged 101 points per con-

test, and Francis averaged 50.1 

points per game, still the highest in 

college basketball history.  

He is also the only college hoops 

player in history to score 100 points 

in a game – twice. In the 1952-53 

season, he scored 116 points 

against Ashland College, now Uni-

versity, in Kentucky, including 55 

points in the final 10 minutes of the 

contest. 

The next season, he scored 113 

against Hillsdale, then an NCAA 

record. While that record was even-

tually broken by Grinnell’s Jack 

Taylor in 2012, Francis still owns 

the No. 2, 7, 8, 17 and 25th highest 

scoring game in NCAA history. 

But Francis was more than just a 

tremendous basketball player in a 

long-forgotten era – he was an even 

better person. He was humble, 

never taking too much credit for the 

team’s success. He cared about his 

teammates, and he had tremendous 

humility for a man so gifted in the 

realm of basketball. 

Five years ago, Small College 

Basketball established the Bevo 

Francis Award to be presented an-

nually to the best small college 

player. While season statistics and 

individual achievements are taken 

into consideration, personal charac-

ter and team achievements are also 

considered. 

In the 2019-2020 season, there 

was no player more deserving than 

IWU junior guard Kyle Mangas, 

who became the first Wildcat in 

school history to win the presti-

gious award last week.  

“I was just so happy and grate-

ful,” Mangas said. “There are 

so many good small college 

basketball teams and players 

across the country. There 

are so many [just] in Indi-

ana. I was overcome 

with a lot of emo-

tion. It means a 

ton, espe-

cially for 

IWU, be-

cause we 

didn’t get a 

chance to 

compete for a national title. It 

means a lot for our team and for our 

program itself.” 

Mangas put together a phenome-

nal junior campaign, averaging 

26.9 points, 6.4 rebounds, and 4.2 

assists per contest, while leading 

the Wildcats to a 29-4 record and 

their third straight Crossroads 

League Championship. Scoring in 

double figures in 

all 32 games this 

season, Mangas 

finished with at 

least 30 points in 

12 games and at 

least 20 points in 

26  

games. 

“I look at this the same way I 

look at our team. The destination 

doesn’t define you – it’s the jour-

ney,” IWU Head Coach Greg 

Tonagel said. “It’s extraordinary. 

It’s unbelievable. It’s a heck of an 

accomplishment. But to know Kyle 

how he [has] developed into such a 

great young man, how he has 

grown in his faith, [and] how he has 

lived in the gym, that, to me, is 

what makes this award so presti-

gious.” 

When Mangas came to IWU 

three years ago, Tonagel knew that 

he was something special. 

But from the moment that Man-

gas stepped on the hardwood of 

Luckey Arena for the first time, 

it was evident that he wasn’t 

just special – he was a one in 

a lifetime player. 

Much like Bevo Fran-

cis.  

In his freshman 

season in 2017-

2018, Mangas 

led IWU in 

scoring at 21.5 

points per game, 

while also averaging 5.2 

rebounds, serving as a 

major catalyst for the 

Wildcats’ third na-

tional championship.  

He upped his scor-

ing in his sophomore 

year, once again leading the team 

with 23 points per contest and 

scoring 801 total points.  

But instead of settling, Mangas 

pushed even harder.  

“I put in a lot of hard work in the 

summer, but it just comes with ex-

perience,” Mangas said. “I think 

the game has just slowed down 

quite a bit, and I was just able to see 

more and be more versatile out on 

the floor.” 

He worked on every facet of his 

game throughout the offseason. He 

got shots up. He improved his ball-

handling. He spent time in the 

weight room. 

And the result was one of the 

finest seasons that an IWU Wildcat 

has ever had.  

“He always steps up to the chal-

lenge,” Tonagel said. “He rises to 

the occasion. After his freshman 

year, I thought, ‘How does he fol-

low that up? How does he have a 

better year than that?’ And he did. 

Then, after his sophomore year, I 

thought, ‘There’s no way. How 

does he follow that up?’ And he 

did.” 

But what sets Mangas apart is 

what also set Bevo Francis apart.  

He is one of the best to ever don 

the red and white of IWU. There is 

no question about that. With one 

year left to play, he is already the 

all-leading scorer in school his-

tory after surpassing the great 

Perry Frank back on Feb. 29.  

Alongside that achievement , 

he is one of the most humble, gra-

cious, and complete superstars that 

the Grant County area has ever 

seen.  

CLARENCE ‘BEVO’ 
FRANCIS


