
Coronavirus Information
•	 What	C.S.	Lewis	knew	about	people-
and	the	Coronavirus—4

•	 Coronavirus	cuts	short	NAIA	national	
basketball	tournaments—5,	7

by Alan Miller
As Pastor Steve DeNeff 

prepared to deliver his weekly 
sermon on Sunday morning at 
College Wesleyan Church, he 
looked across the 1100-seat 
sanctuary and counted 21 peo-
ple, most of them members of 
the church staff.

The scene was repeated at 
other churches throughout 
Grant County as pastors live-
streamed worship services to 
parishioners who were abid-
ing by government decrees to 
socially distance themselves 
from the coronavirus by stay-
ing at home.

“I had this thought that there 
are about as many people 
here as there were at the first 
church that I pastored. It was 
like I had just lost 35 years off 
my life,” DeNeff said. “Seri-
ously, though, we stream our 
services every week, so this 
was not a new experience. 
As a speaker, you try to feed 
off your audience, so I felt the 
audience was a bit more nebu-
lous because I wasn’t quite 
sure what I was looking at.”

By way of contrast, at St. 
Paul Catholic Church, the 
parking lot was nearly full for 
the 10 am Mass, traditionally 

the largest service of the week. 
Bishop Timothy Doherty of 
the Lafayette Diocese had 
advised local priests that the 
public celebration of Mass 
and other sacraments would 
continue, but he excused pa-
rishioners from their obliga-
tion to attend services.

“Our usual attendance is 
about 350 people, and about 
70 percent of them attended 
the Sunday morning Mass at 
St. Paul,” said Father Christo-
pher Roberts, who also is the 
pastor at Holy Family Catho-
lic Church in Gas City. ”There 

by Ed Breen 
additional reporting by Clay 
Winowiecki and The News 
Herald

Marion and Grant County’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus threat 
began quietly, weeks ago, in talks 
on the top floor of the Grant Coun-
ty Complex office building, and in 
conference rooms at Marion Gen-
eral Hospital, and in offices at the 
police and fire departments, and 
other places.

Bob Jackson, new to the job of 
director of Emergency Manage-
ment, found himself conducting a 
small orchestra of first responders. 
Dr. David Moore, only slightly less 
new to the job of County Health 
Officer, was charged with coordi-
nating other sections. It is he, the 
county health officer, who has the 
legal authority to put a lot of things 
into motion in a medical crisis.

For example, he could order the 
closure of the county’s five school 
systems for health and safety rea-
sons, although that did not happen. 
The school districts took the action 
themselves. 

It was midday on Friday of last 
week–Friday the 13th–when all 
the pieces came together to ad-
dress the public for the first time at 
a press conference. The faces were 
stone somber and the message was 
deadly serious that afternoon in the 
sixth floor emergency commander 
center in the county complex.

The men and women gathered 
there had taken time between pre-
paredness meetings to call a news 
briefing, to explain to a few re-
porters exactly what they thought 
might happen in this and coming 
weeks in Marion and Grant County 
and to provide at least a rough draft 
of how they intend to respond.

Truth is, they don’t know exactly 

what is going to happen; none of 
us–including the trained and alert 
first responders–do. Thus, specif-
ics on how to deal with it will be 
shaped as needed. 

Among those in the room: 
Grant County Health Officer Dr. 

David Moore.
• Grant County Emergency Man-

agement Director Bob Jackson.
• Grant County Public Health 

Nursing Director Amber Turner.
• Marion General Hospital Public 

Information Officer Sarah Ev-
ans.

• Grant County Commissioner 
Mark Bardsley, who is also the 
Marion Police Department chap-
lain.
Eventually the virus is going to 

be here and we are going to have to 
deal with it. Dr. Moore put together 

the invocation that would set the 
tone: “We don’t have anything to 
keep people from getting sick with 
coronavirus and we don’t have 
anything to get them well again,” 
the physician told reporters that 
afternoon. “Nothing that will cure 
it,” he said. “It is almost certain 
that people who have a milder case 
of COVID-19 are out in the public, 
spreading it to those who are sus-
ceptible.” 

Nothing will stop the spread of 
the contagion other than people 
responsibly looking out for them-
selves and others. “We are follow-
ing the guidelines of the Centers 
for Disease control,” Moore said 
as he asked others–nurses, hospital 
people, government and law en-
forcement–to step forward and ex-
plain their roles in the days ahead.

Jennifer Lane-Riefler, who in 

Flossie E. Herring
1923-2020
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, 
North Chapel, on Friday, March 
13 at 11:30 am. 

Heather Christina Sherwood
1979-2020
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, Sto-
rey Chapel, on Monday, March 
16 at 1 pm.

Edgar Judson Carter
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, 
Storey Chapel, on Friday, March 
13 at 10 am.

Faye Alene Blanton
1931-2020
At Blanton’s request, there will 
be no public visitation or service. 

Pamela “Pam” K. Amburgey
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, 
North Chapel, on Friday, March 
13 at 1 pm. 

Patricia A. McGee
1934-2020
Funeral services were held at 
Gardens of Memory, Marion, on 
Monday, March 16 at 1 pm.

Jacqueline P. Cavanaugh
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, 
North Chapel, on Saturday, 
March 14 at 1 pm.

Evelyn Christine Leighton
1930-2020
Funeral services were held at 
Needham-Storey-Wampner, Sto-
rey Chapel, on Tuesday, March 
17 at 12 pm.

Gregg Lee Marine
1962-2020
Funeral services were held at 
Armes-Hunt Funeral Home, Fair-
mount, on March 13 at 6 pm.
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indiana quiz
March is Women’s History Month. Match the 
descriptions to the Hoosier women below.
1. Movie actress, 2. Business leader, 3. 
Stained glass artist, 4. Lieutenant Governor
A. Madam C. J Walker, B. Kathy Davis,  
C. Edna Browning Ruby, D. Carole Lombard

Answers: page 7

Worshipers adapt to ‘social distance’

County responds to Coronavirus

>>Coronavirus, pg. 3

Photo by Ed Breen

County Health Nurse Amber Turner speaks during a press conference at the command center in the Grant 
County office building. Other members of the team at the left include: EMA Director Bob Jackson (holding 
paper), Commissioner Mark Bardsley (with beard) and Health Officer Dr. David Moore (far right). 

Deaths

>>Worship, pg. 3
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Co. Health Officer Dr. David Moore
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II Timothy 2:15

Life supplies us 
with many experi-
ences. The longer 
we live, the num-

ber of experiences increase. 
When we come to the 
place where we believe we 
have seen and heard it all, 
someone will throw us a 
curveball. Life never ceases 
to amaze me.

If you are anything like 
me, you enjoy a good 
story. Now, being a retired 
pipefitter, I have been privy 
to lots of stories. Stories 
help us to identify with the 
truths of life. Have you 
ever thought about what 
makes a good story? The 
answer is believability. A 
good story comes to life if 
it is one that you think is 
true.

Having established a 
good basis for my subject 
today, what do you be-
lieve? Why do you believe 
it? While we are asking 
questions, do you believe 
the Bible? The Scripture 
teaches us, “Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that need not to 
be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the Word of truth” (II 
Timothy 2:15). I have no 
reservations whatsoever 
when it comes to the Bible. 
I believe every word is 
God’s revelation to man. 
“All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good 

works” (II Timothy 3:16, 
17). Every word of Scrip-
ture is “God-breathed,” 
straight from the nostrils of 
God.

We also see in Scripture, 
“And that from a child 
thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto sal-
vation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus” (II Timo-
thy 3:15). There is great 
wisdom that comes from 
God’s Word, the Bible, and 
it ultimately will lead to 
salvation. No other book 
can or will do that for us. I 
have had the opportunity to 
read lots of books, but there 
has never been any that can 
compare to the Bible.

The Bible is not a mysti-
cal book. Just having it in 
the house, the school or the 

church is not enough. It 
must be in our hearts if it is 
ever to make a difference. 
“Thy Word have I hidden 
in my heart, that I might 
not sin against thee” (Psalm 
119:11). The glorious pur-
pose of Scripture is to make 
us wise unto the ways of 
our Heavenly Father.

Believing and under-
standing the Bible is all 
part of an “act of faith.” I 
must believe God’s Word 
by faith because I have 
never seen God. Christian-
ity is a faith-based religion. 
It is by faith that I accepted 
Jesus Christ as my Lord 
and Savior. “For by grace 
are ye saved, through faith, 
and that not of yourself, it 
is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should 
boast” (Ephesians 2: 8, 9). 

Because I have Christ 
as my personal Savior, He 
has promised me a new 
home in Heaven when I 
leave this present life. I am 
not going to get to Heaven 

by my self-effort or my 
good works. We have lots 
of people today who are 
on the “works system.” 
But Scripture tells me I 
can never work my way to 
Heaven. If that were the 
case, Jesus didn’t need to 
die on a cross for my sin-
debt. However, since I can 
never do anything that will 
merit forgiveness, I must 
come to Him by faith.

What an interesting study 
about faith in the Bible. 
Next week we will look 
at the Bible and why God 
gave us such a Masterpiece.

 Tom

Tom Mansbarger is senior 
pastor of Grace Community 
Church. He offers free coun-
seling. Reach him at 765. 517. 
1187 or tom@graceccmarion.
org.

What do you believe? Start with the Bible

Just a Thought

Rev. Tom Mansbarger

In 2019 my mom 
celebrated her 78th 
birthday in the rehab 
center at Bryan Me-

morial Hospital in Lin-
coln, Nebraska. She had 
suffered a stroke in mid-
February and had been 
hospitalized, going from 
the emergency room at 
York, Nebraska, to Bryan, 
where she went from be-
ing a critical admit, to the 
rehab unit. I was able to 

fly home the week before 
her birthday on March 19 
and help my dad out at 
home, while also visiting 
my mom.

On her birthday, we 
reserved the community 
room on the floor where 
she was staying and 
surprised her with a cake, 
balloons, party hats and a 
sign. We wheeled my mom 
down to the community 
room in her wheelchair - 

she wasn’t strong enough 
then to walk on her own.

She was able to eat a lit-
tle bit of cake, along with 
pudding and was treated 
with a small container of 
Diet Coke that she ginger-
ly sipped through a straw. 
I was there, along with my 
brother and sister and their 
spouses and, of course, my 
dad. A couple who have 
been a part of my parents 
lives since their wedding 

also made a surprise visit, 
as did my cousin and her 
husband.

Fast forward to 2020, 
where this week on March 
19 she will celebrate her 
79th birthday. Although I 
am unable to be with her 
in person and my dad is 
gone, my mom will be so 
much better, physically. 
My mom has literally 
become one of the poster 
patients for Bryan Memo-
rial Hospital, a true suc-
cess story of perseverance 
and true grit. The hospital 
has a photo of my mom 
doing physical therapy 
at Bryan on one of their 
promotional posters at the 
hospital, as well as on a 
brochure.

She certainly deserves 
the accolades, having gone 
from having no move-
ment on her left side and 
requiring help to get out 
of bed. Honestly, my sister 
and I wondered how she 
would be able to go back 
home to their split-level 
home. Despite my dad’s 
unexpected death on June 
16, my mom got back to 
physical therapy after the 
funeral and continued to 
improve; now she only 
uses her cane as a “what 

if” device.
Her pastor always teases 

about her cane, given she 
carries it about mid leg 
height, wanting to have it 
in case she would need it.

It is truly a miracle 
how my mom has recov-
ered from her stroke. The 
stroke caught us all off 
guard and left us scratch-
ing our heads, frankly, as 
she always exercised, had 
a regiment of vitamins 
and was not on high blood 
pressure or cholesterol 
medicine. After the fact, 

she has been put on high 
blood pressure medicine 
and now admits that there 
were times when she 
exercised that her blood 
pressure was a little high.

 Exercise has always 
been a significant part of 
my mom’s life. She has 
always enjoyed going to 
the local fitness center 
connected to the local 
hospital, dragging my dad 
along; he went to appease 
my mom and for the social 
aspect. After they would 
exercise, they would go 
get coffee–and sometimes 
biscuits and gravy, or 
some other breakfast item. 

My mom also keeps 
herself fit by working in 
the yard, tending to all her 
flowers, and a small gar-
den and hanging clothes 
out on the line whenever 
possible.

I give my mom–and her 
strong Christian faith–a lot 
of credit for her recovery. 
I couldn’t be prouder of 
my mom and all she has 
taught me and accom-
plished in her life, espe-
cially in this past year.

Linda Wilk is a Marion resi-
dent, former journalist and 
community activist.

My mom became the poster child for rehab from a stroke

A Slice of Life

Linda Wilk
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Park Avenue 
Barber Shop
Celebrating 50 Years in Business

Haircuts—$11; Retirees—$10
1652 W Euclid Ave., Marion, IN

765-668-7055
Tue.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm, and Sat. 9 am-1 pm
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Across
1. Lasting a short time
6. Prefix with -drome
10. Tax experts: Abbr.
14. Competitor
15. C. ___
16. Ancient letter
17. Heartburn
18. Seine feeder
19. Capital city of Western 
Samoa
20. Neckline shape
21. Coincidence in time
24. Comfortably familiar
26. Annie with a gun
27. Neighbor of Isr.
28. Timid
30. “Is so!” rebuttal
33. Go by
35. Fall from grace
38. Cowboy’s tool
40. ___ for the money...
41. Handled
43. Literary collection
44. Outfoxed
47. Cauterize
48. Twisted expression?
49. Unbuttered, as toast
51. Beethoven’s Third
54. Mideast capital
58. Perilously
61. Year abroad
62. Anna of “Nana”
63. View from Catania
64. Sharp
66. Leprechaun land
67. Be up and about
68. ___ Selassie
69. Come up short
70. Small children
71. Horse locks

Down
1. “Hooray!”
2. Star in Orion
3. Like some college walls
4. Consume
5. Gaudy
6. Together
7. “War and Peace,” e.g.
8. Impetuous
9. Burdensome
10. Grouchy
11. Student
12. Licoricelike flavor
13. Sordid
22. Days of ___
23. Desert havens
25. Concordes
28. Big house
29. Word that can precede 
sandwich, verdict and prison
30. Menu phrase
31. 007 creator Fleming
32. D.C. advisory grp.
34. Rich deposit
35. Nor. neighbor
36. Give ___ rest
37. Neither here ___ there
39. Prevention dose
42. ___ sow, so shall...
45. Most proximate
46. Pulitzer-winning biogra-
pher Leon
48. One concerned with the 
bottom line?
50. Beat
51. Ford flop
52. 2:1, e.g.
53. Lulus
54. Autocrats
55. Arrested
56. Fish
57. “The Highwayman” poet
59. Director Preminger
60. Apartment
65. Motorists’ org.

Crossword

Rating: 1 • 2 • 3 • 4 • 5 • 6. Solution is on page 6.
www.BestCrosswords.com

her regular job heads Cancer 
Services of Grant County, 
said she intended to form a 
volunteer group to “look in 
on the elderly during this 
time.” 

Grant County Health 
Nurse Amber Turner, an 
unassuming woman with 
certain knowledge of public 
health, has quickly became 
a daily fixture on the radio, 
reporting the evidence of 
the previous day and always 
cautioning: “This is an ever-
changing virus, on a minute-
by-minute, hour-by-hour 
basis.”

Turner says the depart-
ment is doing its best to edu-
cate people on how to pre-
vent the spread of the virus 
and what the department is 
doing at the local level. 

Most calls her office is 
fielding these days are peo-
ple asking to be tested. She 
recommends that first they 
call their family care doc-
tor, who can test them for 
the common flu. Then, based 
on their doctor’s assessment, 
and if they meet the rather 
strict government guide-

lines, they can be tested.
The county health depart-

ment doesn’t have any tests 
to provide to the public. 
Those are given by Marion 
General Hospital.

All recited what has be-
come common knowledge 
in recent days: Wash your 
hands firmly and frequently, 
avoid physical contact, don’t 
go out if you don’t need to. 
“The issue is social distanc-
ing,” Dr. Moore said, using a 
new phrase that has become 
a part of daily life in less 
than two weeks. 

Almost immediately the 
new landscape began to take 
shape. 

The schools closed within 
24 hours. The acceptable 
size of public groupings 
shrank from 250 to 50 to 10 
and suddenly to none at all: 
Stay home. Stay inside. 

On Monday, at the urg-
ing of Gov. Eric Holcomb, 
the word went out: Close 
the bars and restaurants. 
Carry-out is okay, but group 
dining–the morning coffee 
klatch at the café–is gone 
for we don’t know how long. 
“If you don’t need to be in 
a crowd, don’t be there,” 
Turner said. 

The Easter Pageant, most 
revered of Marion’s reli-
gious and cultural events, is 
canceled for this year. 

Churches are urged to 
forego Sunday services (see 
article, below). On Tuesday, 
St. Paul’s Catholic congre-
gation was told the unthink-
able: There would be no 
more Catholic masses for 
several weeks, maybe lon-
ger. Easter observance of 
2020 has been cancelled. 

Sports were taken away, 
too. (See story, page 8.)

As the first week of the 
coronavirus epidemic-
turned-pandemic of 2020 
wound down, small bits of 
good news trickled out:

First, people were re-
sponding to the experts’ calls 
for changes in our habits and 
adjusting to a new normal.

The county now has a 
team in place that meets 
once daily to address the 
county’s plans to handle an 
outbreak. If state cases con-
tinue to increase or if Grant 
County receives its first case 
of COVID-19, the team will 
then meet twice daily.

Local officials have “set 
all the right steps in motion,” 
according to Dr. Barbara 

Irhke the chair of the Grant 
County Board of Health and 
vice president of academic 
affairs for the School of 
Nursing at Indiana Wesleyan 
University.

Irhke noted that many 
counties have no hospital, 
especially the further away 
they are from urban ar-
eas. “We’re very fortunate 
that we have Marion Gen-
eral,” she said.

And, should the number of 
patients overwhelm Marion 
General Hospital’s capac-
ity, the hospital and IWU 
have a memorandum of un-
derstanding regarding the 
university’s 32-bed simula-
tion lab. “If they called us 
and asked if we could take 
‘x’ number (of patients), we 
would be in line to receive 
some of their patients,” Irhke 
said. If this had to happen, 
MGH would likely receive 
the coronavirus patients and 
would then send other pa-
tients who require monitor-
ing to the simulation lab.

Finally, there are, as yet, 
no confirmed case of coro-
navirus among the 66,491 
men, women and children 
who live around us here in 
Marion and Grant County.

Coronavirus,
Continued from 1

were about 180 people at the 
Saturday night Mass at Holy 
Family, which also is about 
70 percent of the usual at-
tendance. God has been very 
good to us.”

Roberts said the church 
already had taken familiar 
seasonal precautions to pro-
tect parishioners, such as no 
longer shaking hands as a 
sign of peace and modifying 
the procedures for serving 
communion. “These are the 
kinds of things the diocese 
suggests that we often do each 
year during the flu season,” he 
said, “About the only thing we 
did differently this year was to 
empty the holy water founts.”

Although St. Paul does not 
live-stream worship services, 
Roberts said his weekly ser-
mons are posted online. He 
said Bishop Doherty’s weekly 
sermons are streamed from 
his home church in Lafayette.

Unlike College Wesleyan 
and St. Paul, most churches in 
the area did not have worship 
services on Sunday.

Dr. Lenny Luchetti, interim 
pastor at Lakeview Wesleyan 
Church, posted a notice on 
the church website suggesting 
that families or small groups 
of friends gather in homes 
on Sunday morning to sing, 
pray, give and hear the word 
preached. “If you don’t have 
a preacher in your ‘house 
church,’ listen to one of the 
Lakeview Wesleyan Church 
sermons online,” he said. 
Luchetti said the church is 
exploring ways to live-stream 
services if the guidelines re-
main in place to limit public 
gatherings to 50 people.

A fear that worshippers will 
not continue their weekly of-
ferings and tithes are a con-
cern for all churches.

Emily Vermilya, executive 
pastor at College Wesleyan, 
put the current corona virus 
circumstances in Biblical per-
spective. “We are thankful to 

employ the resources of our 
church today, the systems and 
platforms that are at our dis-
posal, in a creative way that 
connects us to God and to one 
another,” she said. “I hope 
you will join me in choosing 
to believe that great things can 
happen in spite of our circum-
stances and regardless of the 
different rooms we may be 
inhabiting right now.”

DeNeff began his Sunday 
sermon with these words: “In 
just the last seven days, in-
formation has changed from 
the Democratic candidates 
and March Madness to social 
distancing and precaution-
ary measures and supplies on 
hand....Everything that we 
are hearing now is that the 
future depends on science 
and government. Only so far, 
they can’t save us. So now is 
a good time for Christians to 
rise up and declare that our 
trust is in God’s hands.”

Mt. Olive United Method-

ist Church, which was closed 
but provided online services 
on Sunday, also received this 
tongue-in-cheek online memo 
from Pastor Rob Barton about 
plans for the coming week: 

“Our maintenance team, 
trustees and staff will give 
the church a thorough clean-
ing, We’ll use more than Holy 
Water and anointing oil, but I 
likely will use those as well.”

Worship,
Continued from 1

Photo by Alan Miller

A screen shot of Jordan Rife leading worship at College 
Church. The worship was streamed live on the internet.
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Here’s a thought: 
There is not a one 
of us living today 
who has come 

through a time and event 
that truly changed the way 
we live our daily lives–not 
the Civil War, certainly, and 
it changed forever the lives 
of every American; not the 
flu epidemic of 1918, about 
which we are hearing so 
much these days, it snuffed 
out the lives of 675,000 
men, women and children; 
not World War II, which 
reshaped the world and the 
lives of every American. 
Oh, some were youngsters 
and recall ration books and 
mom going to work in the 
factory, but by and large that 
generation–the “greatest 
generation”–has passed.

You might suggest the 
trauma of 9/11, but, as 
someone said the other day, 
“that day was terrible, but 
on 9/12 we all went to din-
ner.” It didn’t profoundly 
change the landscape of 
daily life.

So what of right now, of 
last week and this week? We 
don’t know yet, do we? We 
shall not know for weeks 
and maybe months to come, 
but in a few short days 
every one of our lives has 
been disrupted: money lost, 
schools closed, entertain-
ments denied. Anxiety runs 
rampant. We all fear the un-
known. Perhaps this is our 
introduction to an uncertain 
world. Perhaps not. We just 

don’t know.
One thing that has 

changed since previous 
cataclysms: Social media 
has invaded our lives, even–
perhaps most–in times of 
isolation and aloneness. So 
it seemed over the weekend. 
As we adjusted to social 
separation, to not being a 
part of the crowd, many 
bared their anxious souls on 
Facebook and other elec-
tronic neighborhoods and 
gathering places.

Interestingly, a snippet of 
wisdom–a mere 315 words–
from 1948 zipped across 
cyberspace with all the 
urgency of breaking news, 
a small piece written by 
the long-dead Irish-English 
theologian and storyteller, 
C.S. Lewis. Clive Staples 
Lewis, a gently stuffy man, 
really, who gave us such 
great works as the “Chron-
icles of Narnia,” “The 
Screwtape Letters,” a great 
book titled simply “Mere 
Christianity,” and so many 
more. The great tale of his 
life and loves was made into 
a movie, “Shadowlands,” 
starring Anthony Hopkins as 
Mr. Lewis.

Not incidentally, he died 
at age 64 on Nov. 22, 1963, 
a day on which his death 
and that of another writer, 
Aldous Huxley, were over-
shadowed by the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy.

Lewis may sound familiar 
to us here in Grant County 
because one of the great 

libraries and deposito-
ries of his work and life 
is housed in Zondervan 
Library at Taylor University 
in Upland. It is the third-
largest Lewis collection 
in the world and has been 
there since 1996, drawing 
students and admirers from 
around the world. It plays 
host to an annual gathering 
of Lewis scholars in the 
spring, an event that, ironi-
cally, might be in jeopardy 
this year because so much 
is.

Anyway, back in 1948, 
when the dread of the 
atomic bomb was fresh in 
minds, C.S. Lewis wrote 

an essay on how we ought 
to consider that which is 
beyond our control. The 
atomic bomb then, the coro-
navirus today. 

In this little hom-
ily, please simply think of 
today’s fears when he ad-
dresses those of yesterday. 
He seems to make so much 
sense:

“In one way we think a 
great deal too much of the 
atomic bomb. ‘How are we 
to live in an atomic age?’ I 
am tempted to reply: ‘Why, 
as you would have lived in 
the sixteenth century when 
the plague visited London 
almost every year, or as you 

would have lived in a Vi-
king age when raiders from 
Scandinavia might land and 
cut your throat any night; or 
indeed, as you are already 
living in an age of cancer, 
an age of syphilis, an age of 
paralysis, an age of air raids, 
an age of railway accidents, 
an age of motor accidents.

“In other words, do not 
let us begin by exagger-
ating the novelty of our 
situation. Believe me, dear 
sir or madam, you and 
all whom you love were 
already sentenced to death 
before the atomic bomb was 
invented. And quite a high 
percentage of us were going 
to die in unpleasant ways. 
We had, indeed, one very 
great advantage over our 
ancestors–anesthetics; but 
we have that still. It is per-
fectly ridiculous to go about 
whimpering and draw-
ing long faces because the 
scientists have added one 
more chance of painful and 
premature death to a world 
which already bristled with 
such chances and in which 
death itself was not a chance 
at all, but a certainty.

“This is the first point to 
be made, and the first action 
to be taken is to pull our-
selves together. If we are all 
going to be destroyed by an 
atomic bomb, let that bomb 
when it comes find us doing 
sensible and human things–
praying, working, teaching, 
reading, listening to music, 
bathing the children, play-

ing tennis, chatting to our 
friends over a pint and a 
game of darts–not huddled 
together like frightened 
sheep and thinking about 
bombs. They may break 
our bodies (a microbe can 
do that) but they need not 
dominate our minds.”

Thank you, Mr. Lewis. 
We shall prevail.

Ed Breen, co-host of “Good 
Morning Grant County” on 
WBAT radio, has been report-
ing on life in Indiana for more 
than 50 years. In 2016 he was 
inducted into the Indiana Jour-
nalism Hall of Fame.

Ed Breen’s 
column is 
sponsored 
by: First 
Farmer’s 
Bank & 
Trust—see 
their ad., below.

A Moment

Ed Breen

Dreaming of a 
Healthy Retirement?
It’s never too early to start planning for retirement and major expenses like 
healthcare. 
Especially since healthcare spending is projected to grown 6.3% annually through 
2019, according to a Health Affairs study. Unfortunately, too many people neglect 
to plan for healthcare costs in retirement. 
The reality is you’ll have many important considerations as you near retirement, 
and healthcare expenses like Medicare and long-term care insurance should be 
among them. 

Raymond James Financial Advisor
ryan.winger@raymondjames.com

raymondjames.com
(765) 455-1546

101 West Sycamore
Kokomo, IN 46901

Ryan Winger

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer. Securities are:  Not insured by FDIC or any 
other Government agency, are not deposits or obligations of First Farmers Bank & Trust, are not guaranteed by First Farmers Bank & Trust, and are subject to risks, 
including possible loss of principal. First Farmers Bank & Trust and its Wealth Management division are not affiliated with Raymond James.

It’s time to stop dreaming and start planning.

Let’s get started!An event that’s changing the way we live our lives

C.S. Lewis



Quite possibly the area that 
the coronavirus has affected 
the most has been the world 
of sports. The NBA, NHL, 
MLB, and the MLS have all 
suspended their seasons. The 
NCAA followed suit, can-
celing March Madness alto-
gether. While all of that was 
happening late last week, the 
No. 1 seeded IWU Wildcats 
were out in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, getting ready for 
their NAIA D-II tournament 
opener with Crowley’s Ridge 
College.

After a 29-4 regular season, 
which included a 16-2 mark 
in the Crossroads League, 
a 17-0 record at home, and 

their third straight Crossroads 
League Tournament Champi-
onship, the Wildcats were ex-
cited about the possibility of 
winning their fourth national 
championship.

On Friday, hours before 
their opening round game, 
the team had finished its 
preparations, and was get-
ting ready for a few hours off 
before competing later in the 
evening. Then, rumors be-
gan to ripple throughout the 
Pentagon, the arena where 
the tournament was being 
played. 

“Everybody just stopped,” 
IWU senior Trevor Harrell 
said. “I knew something was 

off. I knew something was 
coming, but I didn’t really 
want to believe it at the time. 
One of my teammates whis-
pered to me, ‘I think they can-
celed the tournament.’ My first 
reaction was, ‘That can’t be 
true. Someone is spreading ru-
mors and trying to scare us.’”

“I didn’t believe it,” fellow 
senior Canaan Coffey added. 
“It just got weirdly still and 
quiet in the area where we 
were at. I looked into the gym 
and saw Coach [Tonagel] 
and Coach Clark talking to 
one of the main guys for the 
tournament, and I could tell 
from their body language that 
something was up.”

Moments later, the unthink-
able happened. Before they 
even had a chance to play 
their first tournament game, 
the NAIA pulled the plug, and 
the Wildcats’ season ended in 
the blink of an eye. 

“I just couldn’t believe it,” 
Tonagel said after he heard 
the news. “But even more so, 
I didn’t want to go face my 
team. I walked in, and a cou-
ple of them had already heard 
the news. It was just shock 
and disbelief on everybody’s 
faces. My heart first broke for 
our seniors...We just shed a 
bunch of tears with each other 
and our hearts broke for each 
other.”

Tonagel has coached re-
markable teams in his 15 years 
at IWU, including three na-
tional champions; this year’s 
group was among his best.

“It’s unfortunate that this 
team will never have a chance 
to prove that it was the best In-
diana Wesleyan team in histo-
ry on the court,” Tonagel said. 
“I have never felt so confident 
heading into a tournament...
This was the best team I’ve 
ever coached.”

In the moments follow-
ing the announcement, there 
was anger, there was confu-
sion, there was heartbreak. “I 
was super overwhelmed with 
emotion,” Coffey said. “It 

was hard to believe and hard 
to grasp.”

“We just embraced each 
other,” Harrell added. “That’s 
when I knew my career was 
over. I was heartbroken.”

Even with the heartbreak-
ing end to their season, the 
Wildcats found solace where 
their strength has always re-
sided–with God and with one 
another. 

The team eventually 
formed a circle at halfcourt on 
the Pentagon floor, embrac-
ing one another arm in arm. 
And, in those final moments 
together as a team, the Wild-
cats rejoiced with one another, 
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NAIA men’s finals stopped by coronavirus
Wildcats’ season ends on brink of national tourney
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STATE OF INDIANA                IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 3

COUNTY OF GRANT   CAUSE NO. 27D03-2002-ES-3

IN RE THE SUPERVISED ESTATE OF:

JOHN ARTHUR TUDOR,
 Deceased

NOTICE OF PETITION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP

TO: Darshanna Rae Tudor and Doriellen Kae Tudor and all un-
known heirs of John Arthur Tudor, deceased.

 Notice is hereby given that in the above entitled estate pro-
ceedings:

 1. That on January 20, 2020, the decedent, John Arthur Tudor, 
died intestate a resident of Grant County.

 2. That February 20, 2020, Kyle C. Persinger filed with the Grant 
County Superior Court 3 a Petition to Determine Heirship.  

 3. Grant Superior Court 3 has set a hearing on April 14, 2020 
at 2:00 P.M. on the Petition to Determine Heirship, to be held 
in the Superior Court 3 of Grant County, Indiana, 101 E 4th 
Street, Marion, IN 46952.

 4. That all persons claiming or having any interest in such es-
tate, or any part thereof, as an heir or through an heir of such 
decedent and all known heirs of the decedent are required to 
appear in said Court on or before such date and make proof of 
their heirship or claim through an heir of such decedent.

 5. That said Superior Court 3 of Grant County will, pursuant to 
such hearing, enter a decree determining the heirs of such 
decedent and their respective interests in such estate or any 
part thereof. 

 This notice is given pursuant to the order of the Superior Court 
3 of Grant County and is dated February 27, 2020

  /s/Pamela K. Harris
  Pamela K. Harris, Clerk Court 
  Grant Superior Court 3

Kyle C. Persinger (21779-27)
SPITZER HERRIMAN STEPHENSON
 HOLDEREAD CONNER & PERSINGER, LLP
122 East 4th Street
Marion, IN 46952
Telephone (765) 664-7307
TNH 3/4, 3/11, 3/18
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legal aNd public NoTices

STATE OF INDIANA                IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 1

COUNTY OF GRANT, SS:  CAUSE NO. 27D01-2002-MI-000024

CASH FLOW, LLC,
 Petitioner

 vs.

POWERHOUSE HOLDINGS, LLC, FEDERAL NATIONAL MORT-
GAGE, EBURY RE, LLC, DEUTCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST, 
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC, GRANT COUNTY STATE BANK, MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC, RENEE LAUTZEHEISER, ROBERT D. 
JOHNSON, ED BLINN, JR. and LISA BLINN and their heirs, de-
visees, legatees, executors, administrators, personal representa-
tives, husbands, wives, widows, widowers, and the successors 
and assigns of each, as well as any and all persons claiming from, 
through or under them, as well as unknown beneficiaries of any 
trust wherein any of the above-name designated defendants have 
acted or purported to act as trustee or trustees, 
 Defendants  

NOTICE OF SUMMONS 

TO:   POWERHOUSE HOLDINGS, LLC, FEDERAL NATIONAL 
MRTGAGE, EBURY RE, LLC, DEUTCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST, DITECH FINANCIAL LLC, GRANT COUNTY STATE 
BANK, MIDLAND FUNDING, LLC, RENEE LAUTZEHEISER, 
ROBERT D. JOHNSON, ED BLINN, JR. and LISA BLINN, and 
their heirs, devisees, legatees, executors, administrators, per-
sonal representatives, husbands, wives, widows, widowers, 
and the successors and assigns of each, as well as any and 
all persons claiming from, through or under them, as well as 
unknown beneficiaries of any trust wherein any of the above-
name designated defendants have acted or purported to act as 
trustee or trustees and any other unknown person who may be 
concerned.

 You are hereby notified that that above-named Plaintiff has 
filed a lawsuit against you in the Grant Superior Court No. 1 at the 
Grant County Courthouse in Marion, Indiana in the above entitled 
cause of action, naming you as Defendants. The named Plaintiff is 
represented by Spitzer Herriman Stephenson Holderead Conner & 
Persinger, LLP.  The nature of this lawsuit is a Complaint to quiet title 
of the following described real estate located in Grant County, State 
of Indiana, to-wit:

Lot Number One Hundred Seventy-seven (177) in Gray Dodds 
and Company’s Second Addition to the City of Marion, Indiana.  
Parcel # 27-02-32-202-072.000-033
Commonly known as: 607 E Christy Street, Marion, IN 46952

An answer or other response in writing to the complaint must be 
filed either by you or your attorney within thirty (30) days after the 
third notice of suit is published, and if you fail to do so, judgment 
by default may be rendered against you for the relief demanded by 
the Plaintiff.

Dated: 2/18/20 /s/ Pamela K. Harris
  Pamela K. Harris, Clerk
  Grant Superior Court 1

Kyle C. Persinger
SPITZER HERRIMAN STEPHENSON
HOLDEREAD CONNER & PERSINGER, LLP
122 East Fourth Street
P.O. Box 927
Marion, IN  46952
Telephone (765) 664-7307
TNH 3/4, 3/11, 3/18

Crossword solution
Puzzle is on page 3, courtesy of Bestcrosswords.com

Request for Proposal
Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract

Notice is hereby given that Marion Board of Aviation Commissioners 
shall receive proposals for a Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract 
until April 27, 2020 at 11.00 a.m. local time at the Marion Munici-
pal Airport. Proposals will be in accordance with I.C. 36-1-12.5 and 
the Request for Proposals (RFP) guidelines.  For more information 
contact Mr. Andy Darlington at the Marion Municipal Airport, (765) 
674-7777.

The Qualified Provider to whom the work is awarded shall conform 
to the wages determined for this project.   All Proposals must contain 
the content and in the format described within the RFP.

The Board reserves the right to terminate this project prior to bid be-
ing received, to reject any and all proposals and to be the sole judge 
of the value and merit of the proposals offered.
TNH 3/11, 3/18

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT #3 OF GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA.  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JULIE KAYE HARTMAN, 
deceased.

ESTATE NUMBER 27D03-1908-EU-82.

 Notice is hereby given that Lori Renee Anderson was on the 
3rd  day of September, 2019, appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Julie Kaye Hartman, who died on the 7th   day of 
July, 2019, and is authorized to administer said estate without court 
supervision.

 All persons having claims against said estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the office of the clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or said claim will be forever barred.

 Dated at Marion, Indiana, on March 4, 2020.

  /s/ Pamela Harris
  Pamela Harris, Clerk
  Grant Superior Court #3

David M. Payne
Attorney #5648-27
Ryan & Payne
112 S. Boots Street
Marion, Indiana  46952
(765) 664-4132
Attorney for the Estate
TNH 3/11, 3/18

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE GRANT COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS WILL RECEIVE SEALED BIDS UP TO THE 
HOUR OF 9:00 A.M.. ON APRIL 6, 2020  IN THE GRANT COUNTY 
AUDITOR’S OFFICE AT 401 SOUTH ADAMS STREET, MARION, 
INDIANA 46953 FOR THE FOLLOWING ASPHALT MATERIALS 
FOR THE YEAR 2020.

1. 3,000 TONS OR LESS, ASPHALT FOR SEAL COATS, TACK 
COATS, PRIME COATS AND CRACK SEALING; GRADES AE-
90, AE-90S, AE-60, CM150, CM-300, AE-150, AE-200 AND AE-PL 
DUST CONTROL.

THE MATERIAL SHALL MEET MOST CURRENT INDOT STAN-
DARD SPECIFICATIONS, SECTION 902.01.  THE ASPHALT 
SHALL BE DELIVERED BY TRUCK TO ANY GRANT COUNTY 
STORAGE TANK, VENDOR STORAGE TANK OR DISTRIBUTOR 
TRUCK AT ANY LOCATION IN GRANT COUNTY AS DESIGNAT-
ED BY THE HIGHWAY SUPREVISOR.

BID PRICES FOR EACH GRADE OF LIQUID  ASPHALT.

SAID COMMISSIONERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT 
THE BID THAT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF GRANT COUNTY 
AND REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA

RONALD MOWERY

MICHAEL BURTON

MARK BARDSLEY

ATTEST:
JIM MCWHIRT
AUDITOR
TNH 3/18, 3/25

STATE OF INDIANA
SUPERIOR/CIRCUIT COURT GRANT COUNTY

   2020 TERM
COUNTY OF GRANT  CAUSE NO. 27D01-2001-MF-000014

AFENA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
 Plaintiff
vs.
RICHARD H. SMITH, Deceased;
LINDA L. SMITH, Deceased; DISCOVER BANK; DAVE SMITH; 
DANIEL SMITH; BELINDA L. SMITH, a/k/a BELINDA L. BANISTER 
a/k/a BELINDA BIDWELL a/k/a BELINDA MUSSELMAN; and, THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF RICHARD H. SMITH and 
LINDA L. SMITH, both Deceased
 Defendants

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF INDIANA TO THE PERSONS ABOVE NAMED:  

ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, EXECUTORS AND ASSIGNS OF  
RICHARD H. SMITH AND LINDA L SMITH

 You are hereby notified that you have been sued in the Court 
above named by the person named as Plaintiff. The nature of the 
suit against you is a Complaint on Note and to Foreclose Mortgage 
In Rem.

 This Summons by Publication is specifically directed to ALL 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, EXECUTORS AND ASSIGNS OF RICHARD 
H. SMITH AND LINDA L. SMITH, whose whereabouts are unknown.

 If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiff arising from 
the same transaction or occurrence, you must assert it in your writ-
ten answer.

 You must respond within thirty (30) days after the last publica-
tion herein, and in case you fail to do so, judgment by default may 
be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

  /s/Pamela K. Harris
  Clerk of Grant County, Indana

MICHAEL E. FARRER/#6784-49
GRAHAM, HOPPER, FARRER & WILSON, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
1601 South Anderson Street, P. O. Box 494
Elwood, Indiana 46036
Telephone: 765-552-9878
Facsimile: 765-552-5496
TNH 3/18, 3/25, 4/1

27D03-2002-EU-00001 9

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

In the Superior Court N0. 3 0f Grant County, Indiana.

Notice is hereby given that Lynn E. Pesch and Brett A. Easton were, 
0n the day of February, 2020, appointed co-personal representa-
tives of the estate of Billie M. Eaton, deceased, Who died on the 
25th day ofNovember, 2019. All persons Who have claims against 
this estate, Whether or not now due, must file the claim in the office 
0f the clerk of this court within three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent's death, Whichever is earlier, or the claims Will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Marion, Indiana, this 26th day of February, 2020.

Pamela K. Harris
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT NO. 3

FOR GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA
TNH 3/18, 3/25
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NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

IN GRANT SUPERIOR COURT 3 OF GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA
 In the Matter of the Estate of CARL W. PENIRD, deceased.
 Estate Number 27D03-2002-EU-000021
 Notice is hereby given that THOMAS W. PENIRD was on the 
26th day of February, 2020, appointed Personal Representative of 
the Estate of CARL W. PENIRD, who died on February 12, 2020, 
and authorized to administer said estate without court supervision.
 All persons having claims against said estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the office of Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice 
or within nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.
 DATED at Marion, Indiana, this 9th day of March, 2020.

  PAMELA K. HARRIS,
  Clerk of the Grant Superior Court 3

JAMES T. BEAMAN, Attorney
JOHNSON AND BEAMAN
1125 N. Western Avenue, Suite A
Marion, Indiana 46952
TNH 3/18, 3/25

27D03-1912-EU-000116 
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

IN THE GRANT SUPERIOR COURT III, GRANT COUNTY, INDI-
ANA

IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF MARY L. 
HUFFMAN

ESTATE NO. 27D03-1912-EIJ- 000116 

Notice is given that GERALD L. HUFFMAN was on the 23rd  day 
of December, 2019, appointed as the Personal Representative of 
the Estate of MARY L. HUFFMAN, who died testate on the 11th day 
of November,2019. The Personal Representative are authorized to 
administer the estate without Court supervision. 

All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not now 
due, must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court within 
three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the Decedent's death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever barred. 

Dated at Marion, Indiana on:  December 26, 2019 

  /s/Pamela K. Harris
  CLERK, GRANT SUPERIOR COURT III

ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
H. Joseph Certain, Attorney #3172-27
Kiley, Harker & Certain
300 West Third Street
Marion, IN 46952
Phone — (765) 664-9041 
TNH 3/18, 3/25

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE BOARD OF SCHOOL 
TRUSTEES OF THE MARION COMMUNITY SCHOOL  

CORPORATION, GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA

The citizens of the Marion Community School Corporation, Grant 
County, Indiana (the “School Corporation”), are hereby notified that 
the Board of School Trustees (the “Board”) of the School Corpora-
tion, proposes to (a) undertake the replacement and/or upgrade of 
certain components of the heating and air conditioning system at 
the existing Marion High School, (b) undertake the replacement of 
all or a portion of the existing lighting fixtures with LED light fixtures 
at the existing Allen Elementary School, (c) complete other miscel-
laneous facility improvements, equipping and land improvements 
and/or acquisition projects throughout the geographical boundaries 
of the School Corporation, and (d) undertake all projects related 
to any of the projects described in any of clauses (a) through and 
including (c) (clauses (a) through and including (d), collectively, 
the “2020 Marion High School HVAC and Allen Elementary School 
Lighting Renovation Project”).

Furthermore, the citizens of the School Corporation are hereby noti-
fied that the Board proposes to use certain non-property tax money 
currently on deposit in certain non-property tax supported funds in 
an amount no greater than $1,500,000 (the “Non-Property Tax Mon-
ey”) to pay for all of the costs of the 2020 Marion High School HVAC 
and Allen Elementary School Lighting Renovation Project.
Notice is hereby given by the undersigned that the Board will, on 
March 31, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. (local time), in the Board Room, 2-29, 
at Marion High School located at 750 West 26th Street, Marion, 
Indiana, conduct a public hearing regarding the matter of appropri-
ating the Non-Property Tax Money and investment earnings there-
on.  All interested parties are entitled and encouraged to attend to 
present their testimony and ask any questions relative to the 2020 
Marion High School HVAC and Allen Elementary School Lighting 
Renovation Project.

Subsequent to the public hearing, the Board expects to consider 
adoption of a resolution regarding the appropriating of the Non-
Property Tax Money and the investment earnings thereon, in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed One Million Seven Hundred Thou-
sand Dollars ($1,700,000), for the purposes described herein.

Dated this 20th day of March, 2020.

  MARION COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
  CORPORATION,
  GRANT COUNTY, INDIANA

  By: Robert W. Schultz,
  Assistant Superintendent of
  Business Affairs
TNH 3/18

they prayed with one another, 
and they reflected on a special 
season. 

“We didn’t try to hide any 
emotion. We were mad. We 
were frustrated. We were 
sad, confused, disappoint-
ed–all of those things.,” 
Coffey said. “But at the end 
of the day, we were just re-
minded of the reason we 
were in Sioux Falls playing 
basketball. For us, it was to 
glorify God...For us to be 
able to do that during one of 
the hardest moments in my 
athletic career was just truly 
amazing.”

Along with that, the Wild-
cats took the time to thank 
their three seniors–Coffey, 
Rubio, and Harrell–all of 
whom were factors in IWU’s 
success.

“We just had an opportu-
nity to celebrate our seniors,” 
Tonagel said. “Each guy was 
able to talk about the impact 
they had made on their life. 
Whether we had played in 
the national tournament, won 
one, or lost one wasn’t going 
to take away from that. Our 
program is about the journey; 
it’s not necessarily the desti-
nation. So, we really reflected 
on that journey of a basketball 
year filled with ups and downs 
and filled with growth.”

“Canaan, what a special 
leader he was for our pro-
gram,” Tonagel added. “His 
work ethic was second to 
none and infectious.”

“I’m probably the most 
disappointed that I didn’t get 
to see [Tanner Rubio] play 
in the national tournament,” 
Tonagel said. “He transferred 
here because he wanted to go 
out with an opportunity to win 
a national championship...
He was a dynamic playmak-

er, and, man, he was fun to 
watch.”

“Trevor Harrell was a 
coach,” Tonagel said. “I’m 
going to miss Trevor telling 
me what to do during games 

and sharing ideas.”
IWU’s season may be over, 

but Tonagel is already looking 
ahead to next year. “I think 
you are always looking for an 
edge, and you have to have 

something to prove,” Tonagel 
said. “Having not had that op-
portunity, I think our guys are 
going to turn that into a mo-
tivating summer and offsea-
son.”

IWU,
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NAIA women’s finals stopped by coronavirus
Trojans tourney run cut short
by Sean Douglas

In the rich history of Taylor 
University women’s basket-
ball, the 2019-2020 campaign 
was one of the finest, but, as 
would be the case for colleges 
across the United States, the 
Trojans’ season came to an 
abrupt end. Due to concerns 
surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, the annual NAIA 
D-II women’s national tour-
nament, held in Sioux City, 
Iowa, was cancelled on its 
second day, after the Trojans 
had played just one game.

Coming off of their thrill-
ing, 68-66 overtime triumph 
over RV Union College, the 
Trojans went to practice on 
Friday morning to prepare 
for their upcoming battle with 
Indiana Tech, but in the back 
of their minds, they knew 
there was a possibility that the 
game would not be played. 

“We kind of planted the 
seed in them during our team 
meeting that we didn’t know 
if the tournament was going 
to finish,” Taylor Head Coach 
Jody Martinez said. “We had 
just arrived to our practice 
site, and the message came 
in.”

Tournament cancelled. 
Season over. Just like that. 

“It was a lot of shock all at 
once,” Abby Buchs said. “A 
lot of us thought we would at 
least play our next game, so it 
was the shock of that not hap-
pening but also the fact that it 
was over.”

There were tears, hugs, 
anger, and sadness in the mo-
ments following the news, 
but, shortly after, Martinez 
came up with a brilliant 
idea, one that helped to dull 
the pain of a season lost to 
an element they could not 
control. 

“I decided we should still 
practice, and end our time on 
the court [together,]” Mar-
tinez said. “I left it up to the 
seniors, and they all agreed 
to get on the court and play a 
little bit.”

So, for one last time, the 
team took the floor together, 
creating a memory that will 
stick with them for a lifetime. 
They shared stories. They 
laughed with one another. 
They played games and shot 
around. Most importantly, 
they celebrated one another, 
and all the accomplishments 
that they achieved over the 
course of a tremendous cam-
paign. 

After all, the Trojans had 

plenty to celebrate. After 
Kendall Bradbury gradu-
ated, not many gave Taylor 
much of a chance, and they 
exceeded all expectations. 
The Trojans finished with 
a 27-3 record in the regular 
season, their best mark in 
program history. The team 
ranked first in NAIA D-II in 
three-point field goal percent-
age (50.4 percent), second in 
three-point field goals made 
per game (11.6), and second 
in total three-point field goals 
made (396).

“I think this year’s group 
was very special,” Martinez 
added. “I know a lot of peo-
ple doubted them after last 
year’s group graduated, and 
for them to graduate with the 
best winning percentage is 
remarkable. They broke so 
many records. We finished 
first in so many categories in 
the conference. I brought an 
attitude, but [our five] seniors 
bought in. They’ve won 84 
games in three years, which is 
just crazy. 

“So many people doubted 
us, so we had a ‘whatever it 
takes’ attitude, which is blue 
collar. The success they’ve 
had is because of what 
they’ve dedicated to do to-

gether as a group. That banner 
is going to say 30-4 on it–the 
best record ever.” 

“At first, there were defi-
nitely a lot of tears, hugging 
our teammates, and going 
through that kind of phase, 
but we played a lot of fun 
games,” Abby Buchs said. 
“All year, every practice was 
intense, but we wanted to 
have fun with it. We all joked 
around a lot, and we were best 
friends with each other, so we 
wanted to do that in [our] last 
practice.”

“It was a very emotional 
practice,” Becca Buchs add-
ed. “It was sad, but there was 
also a lot of laughing – a lot 
more than usual. We were just 
trying to enjoy our last mem-
ories together since it wasn’t 
on the court. We went out in a 
positive way so we could look 
back and say that we enjoyed 
our last times together.”

Becca Buchs shined in her 
senior season, sinking a team-
record 130 three-point field 
goals, while also ranking sec-
ond in three-point field goal 
percentage (48.7 percent) and 
three-point field goals made 
per game (3.8).
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For the Buchs sisters, 
it’s an end of an era. The 
two played all four years 
of their high school bas-
ketball together at Angola 
High School before mov-

ing on to Taylor, where 
they became two of the 
most decorated players in 
recent memory. 

“It’s been definitely re-
ally fun to grow together 
the last four years,” Abby 
Buchs said. “I think it’s 
been really cool to see how 

we both grew into different 
players. Being able to do 
that has been really special 
for us. Playing at Taylor, 
we have been able to play 
with a lot of great players 
and great coaches. Being 
able to have this journey to-
gether has been awesome.”
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The COVID-19 pandemic 
has wreaked havoc on sports 
schedules, from upper-level 
professional leagues such 
as Major League Baseball, 
the NHL, and the NBA to 
college sports in both the 
NCAA and NAIA and on 
down to the IHSAA’s, all are 
either postponing or cancel-
ing their seasons.

Grant County’s athletics 
continue to be affected. On 
Monday, the NAIA canceled 
all spring sporting events, 
effective immediately, end-
ing IWU and Taylor’s spring 
seasons. The original hope 
was that athletics would be 
able to resume by April 1, 
but with the coronavirus 
continuing to spread, the 
NAIA decided that it was 
time to pull the plug. 

“All possible scenarios 
that would have supported 
a spring sports season were 
seriously considered by 
multiple NAIA governance 
groups,” NAIA President 
and CEO Jim Carr stated. 
“However, the growing state 

of emergency due to the CO-
VID-19, as well as the Center 
for Disease Control’s recom-
mendation yesterday to limit 
gatherings to fewer than 
50 people for eight weeks, 
meant we could not in good 
conscience move forward 
with the spring sports season 
and championships.”

At the high school level, 
the IHSAA announced on 
Friday afternoon that the an-
nual boys basketball tourna-
ment would be postponed 
immediately. Shortly after, 
Commissioner Bobby Cox 
went to Twitter, stating that 
“despite our best efforts to 
continue our beloved tour-
nament, it simply is not fea-
sible at this time. We will 
continue to evaluate in the 
days and weeks to come and 
perhaps restart the tourney at 
a later date.”

Several large track and 
field events over the coming 
weeks, including the IWU 
indoor track meet scheduled 
for Saturday and the IU in-
door track meet scheduled 

for Saturday, March 28, have 
also been canceled. The high 
school spring sports sched-
ule has been pushed back 
until at least the middle of 
April. Eastbrook, Madison-
Grant, Marion, and Oak Hill 
have all closed their doors 
until April 6, while Missis-
sinewa will be off until April 
13. 

Hall of Fame dinner 
delayed

The annual Grant County 
Sports Hall of Fame Ban-
quet, scheduled for April 26 
at the Star Financial YMCA, 
will be rescheduled. 

“While we are disappoint-
ed to postpone, we under-
stand the need and value the 
safety of our inductees, their 
families, our supporters, 
and our community,” Presi-
dent Andy McCord said in 
a statement. “We assure you 
once we have a new date for 
the 2020 banquet, we will 
give ample time to our in-
ductees and our attendees to 
make plans to attend.”

NAIA, high school sports canceled
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