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Kindergarten Roundup 

will be held on May 14 at 

2 pm. The school’s last in-

structional day will be on 

May 14, and virtual grad-

uation will be held on 

May 14. Since Marion’s 

2020 graduates were un-

able to have a traditional 

ceremony, the plan is to 

hold commencement dur-

ing Marion’s Homecom-

ing Weekend this coming 

September.   

Following Lindsay, 

Aaron Grindstaff, Re-

gional VP of Operations 

at TLC Management, pro-

vided an update on the 

COVID-19 situation at 

Colonial Oaks, which in-

cludes 79 positive cases 

and nine deaths.  

“Although this has been 

an unprecedented chal-

lenge, I can say this is not 

a challenge that Colonial 

Oaks was prepared to 

back down from,” Grind-

staff said. “The COVID-

19 virus is unforgiving, 

and it does not discrimi-

nate. Unfortunately, over 

the last three weeks, we 

have confirmed a total of 

46 residents and 33 staff 

positive cases. We will 

never forget the nine resi-

dents that we have lost to 

this virus. They will for-

ever be in our hearts, in 

our thoughts, and in our 

minds, and they are a con-

stant reminder of the sac-

rifices that were made in 

fighting this virus. We 

pray that we have no fur-

ther loss, and we work 

tirelessly each day to try 

to prevent this.” 

However, despite the 

hardships, Grindstaff also 

reported that the situation 

continues to improve with 

each passing day.  

“After every storm, 

there is sunshine, and 

after every darkness, there 

is light,” Grindstaff said. 

“We are happy to report 

that we have begun test-

ing on our residents and 

our staff that have been at 

least 14 days [past] their 

initial diagnosis and are 

now asymptomatic. Al-

though not all tests have 

been completed, five resi-

dents have now tested 

negative that were previ-

ously positive. One of 

these residents has re-

ceived her second nega-

tive test. We’ve had 11 

total staff members now 

test negative, and we are 

also happy to report that 

one of them has also re-

ceived their second nega-

tive test. 

Brandy McClanahan, 

who has worked in the 

Colonial Oaks COVID-19 

unit since it was created, 

feels that she and her fel-

low nurses have done an 

outstanding of helping 

their residents through 

this unprecedented crisis.  

While the patients may 

be in isolation, they are 

not alone. They are busy 

with activities, and they 

are living fulfilling lives 

despite the current cir-

cumstances.  

“I absolutely love our 

patients,” McClanahan 

said. “My coworkers, we 

take great pride in the 

care we are giving them. 

There have been sad 

times, but we have also 

been able to laugh and 

share in everyday things – 

helping them find their fa-

vorite show, giving them 

their crosswords books, 

playing with them, read-

ing the Bible to them, and 

just genuinely caring for 

them every day.”  

Lastly, Dr. David 

Moore of the Grant 

County Public Health De-

partment gave an update 

on testing in Grant 

County. The testing short-

age is continuing to be ad-

dressed. Tests have been 

limited to those at-risk in-

dividuals, but Moore be-

lieves that we will 

eventually get to a point 

where everyone will be 

able to be tested.  

In the near future, the 

state will be setting up a 

testing clinic in Marion at 

the YMCA, testing those 

who are symptomatic, 

who have been in close 

contact with those who 

are positive, first respon-

ders, and those who 

works in group homes. 

These tests will be by ap-

pointment only, and those 

wanting to be tested must 

meet the criteria.   

“It’s been a long bat-

tle,” Moore said. “We’ve 

come together and we’ve 

fought this well. We are 

going to get there and be 

together again.”
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back at her tenure at MGH with 

nothing but fond memories.  

Couse, who has lived in Marion her 

entire life, was born at MGH. The 

hospital has been a major part of her 

life since the beginning, and in the 

last 28 years, she has worked with a 

multitude of people in an environ-

ment that at times can be chaotic.  

However, that is what Couse will 

miss the most – the camaraderie, the 

friendships, and the familial setting 

that MGH provided for her through-

out her tenure.  

“I will miss being involved with 

Grant County and our community 

members,” Couse said. “I think of the 

patients and my coworkers as friends 

and family. It’s a big family here, and 

even the people we serve in the com-

munity, I think of them as family and 

neighbors.” 

And as she moves on, she wishes 

her former co-workers nothing but the 

best, and will continue to support 

them afar during the next chapter of 

her life.  

“I just wish them the very best in 

the rest of their careers at Marion 

General,” Couse said. “A lot of my 

colleagues and coworkers have been 

here longer than me, and I just wish 

them the very best. That’s probably 

what I will miss the most.”
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