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Who was Paul the Apostle?
Do you have a favorite 

Bible character? The men 

and women of the Bible 

were chosen by God to do a 

special task that He knew 

they were capable of doing. 

I have studied many of 

these people and I must 

never lose sight of who they 

were. They were simply 

people that God had chosen, 

not super Christians by any 

means. In each of their lives 

God reveals the shortcom-

ings and failures of all of 

them. Why would God re-

veal their failures to us? The 

answer is simple. They were 

all instruments to give us 

hope that God has some-

thing in mind for each of us. 

When I try to narrow 

down my favorite character, 

I can’t have just one, and 

maybe not even two. Moses 

is my Old Testament fa-

vorite, and the Apostle Paul 

rates right up there in the 

New Testament. Let’s look 

at Paul’s life for just a few 

moments today and see if 

he has any insight for us. 

Paul was a murderer and 

persecutor of the church 

until he met Jesus on the 

road to Damascus (Acts 9). 

It was there that he received 

Christ as his Lord and Sav-

ior. When Paul repented, 

God gave him a change of 

heart, a change of mind, and 

a change of life. In an in-

stant he was on a journey to 

serve his new-found Savior. 

What do we know about 

Paul? He was a short man 

with bad eyesight. He had 

voice that was con-

temptible, but he had a heart 

to serve the Lord. Paul was 

an elite Jew who had the 

best education money could 

buy, and had lived a life of 

the finest things. He was a 

very prominent figure 

among his people, the Jews, 

but God gave him the task 

of reaching the Gentile 

world. He would spend his 

remaining years working 

for the Lord. Paul was an 

overcomer, never giving in 

to the circumstances that 

surrounded him. 

What was it that made 

Paul the man he was? What 

can we learn from his life? 

Let’s list just a couple of 

thoughts that might moti-

vate us: 

1. Paul was a great man 

of faith. He said in romans 

1:17 “The just shall live by 

faith.” We will never ac-

complish anything in life 

unless we believe in what 

we are doing. Paul took 

God at His Word on the 

road to Damascus and he 

never looked back. 

2. Paul had a real passion 

for the Gospel, and that 

compelled him, “For I am 

not ashamed of the Gospel 

of Christ: for it is the power 

of God unto salvation to 

everyone that believeth; to 

the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek” (Romans 1:16). He 

committed his life to the 

Gospel and nothing would 

deter him. 

3. Paul learned to be con-

tent with his life for Christ 

(Philippians 4:11). He never 

had any idea what a day 

would bring, but he knew 

God was in control. He real-

ized he could do anything if 

Christ was energizing him. 

(Philippians 4:13). 

4. Paul never quit. He 

was always looking ahead 

(Philippians 3:13). He was 

always pressing toward the 

mark of the high calling of 

God. 

5. Paul knew there was an 

end in sight. “For I am now 

ready to be offered, and the 

time of my departure is at 

hand. I have fought a good 

fight, I have finished my 

course, I have kept the 

faith” (II Timothy 4:6, 7). 

Paul’s life is a great moti-

vator to each of us. Remem-

ber, the journey is not over 

yet, and this too shall pass. 

God is in control. Trust in 

Him and keep pressing to-

ward the mark.  
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