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Marion continues to take positive steps forward in fight against COVID
By Sean Douglas 

In the ninth press confer-

ence held at Sunnycrest 

Baptist Church since the 

COVID-19 lockdown 

began in Grant County, of-

ficials continued to show-

case all of the positive steps 

being taken as Marion, and 

the state of Indiana, move 

one step closer to reopening 

fully.  

Bob Jackson, Grant 

County EMA Director, was 

not in attendance, as he was 

running another meeting 

with the local emergency 

planning committee in 

which they discussed future 

training, planning, and de-

velopment in case of an-

other onset of COVID-19 

or another disease entirely. 

Grant County Commis-

sioner Mark Bardsley 

spoke for Jackson in his 

stead, stating that the EMA 

continues to work with all 

public officials, first re-

sponders, and emergency 

medical personnel.  

While the county’s re-

opening is certainly a wel-

come sight, Bardsley 

continued to preach caution 

even as businesses begin to 

open back up. As of May 

20, there have been 200 

positive cases and 20 

deaths – a 10 percent mor-

tality rate – which is higher 

than some of the state lev-

els.  

For those beginning to 

re-enter public spaces, 

Bardsley encouraged the 

Marion community to con-

tinue to practice social dis-

tancing, wear a mask, and 

most importantly, look out 

for one another.  

“We need to realize that 

this is [still] a serious situa-

tion,” Bardsley said. “It’s 

much higher than a regular 

influenza would be in any 

given year across the states. 

We usually see about 

50,000 to 60,000 people 

that pass away because of 

influenza. We have seen al-

most 80,000 people al-

ready, in a nine-week 

period, die across the 

United States.  

“This is a very serious 

situation we are in. We 

want to use our personal 

protection…and make sure 

we are doing the hygiene 

things so we don’t get that 

infection or spread it to 

someone else.”  

The Grant County gov-

ernment building, accord-

ing to Bardsley, is seeing 

anyone with an emergency 

need at this time, via ap-

pointment. When Phase 3 

of Governor Eric Hol-

comb’s reopening plan be-

gins, Grant County 

government will allow peo-

ple into the building under 

certain conditions. They 

must wear a mask, answer a 

few questions, and be pre-

pared for their temperature 

to be taken. This is a safety 

to protect not only Grant 

County government em-

ployees, but also other pa-

trons.   

At City Hall, thermome-

ters that were ordered have 

been delivered, according 

to Marion Mayor Jess 

Alumbaugh. Because of 

this, City Hall will be re-

opening their door to em-

ployees only on May 26. 

Employees will be tested 

every single day. If they 

have a fever, they will be 

asked to go home and quar-

antine. If they do not, they 

will carry on with their 

workday as usual. 

Each employee will be 

given several masks. When 

at their work station, they 

are not required to wear 

them, but if they are speak-

ing or interacting with other 

employees, masks will be 

required. If approached by 

another employee, masks 

should go back on. 

The Parks and Recreation 

Department also got an 

overhaul, according to 

Alumbaugh. There will be 

two entrances – one for em-

ployees and another for pa-

trons – and a large safe 

glass window has been 

erected between the work-

ers and the public to keep 

everyone safe.   

At Marion General Hos-

pital, treatment options are 

expanding, according to 

representative Sarah Evans. 

MGH engaged with Mayo 

Clinic for utilization of 

convalescent plasma as a 

treatment option for 

COVID-19, and it has gar-

nered positive results.  

“Convalescent plasma is 

a blood product drawn from 

a previously infected indi-

vidual that has been 

screened by a blood center 

and processed to safely in-

fuse into someone who is 

ill with the virus,” Evans 

said. “This process ideally 

produces and provides 

some boost of immunity for 

the ill individual to help 

fight the virus and recover 

quicker.”  

Another medication that 

the hospital has done re-

search on is called Remde-

sivir, which has also shown 

positive conclusions for 

those who have tested posi-

tive for COVID-19.  

Furthermore, Evans 

again reassured the com-

munity that all measures 

have been taken at all 

MGH locations to ensure 

the safety of all of their pa-

tients.  

Marion Community 

Schools Superintendent 

Brad Lindsay gave an up-

date on Justice Intermediate 

School’s food distribution, 

which has served over 
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