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While restrictions and 

bans are gradually being 

lifted, Bardsley encour-

aged the community to 

continue practicing safe 

health habits to combat a 

deadly disease, which is 

still among us.  

“Coronavirus is very 

much still in our commu-

nity,” Bardsley said. “It 

has not gone away, and 

while we are sensing some 

relief with regards to re-

strictions and backing up, 

I want to emphasize that 

we must not let our guard 

down with regard to this 

virus.” 

Early detection of the 

coronavirus is key to treat-

ment and recovery. In the 

ongoing fight, Bardsley 

informed the public of a 

newly available antibody 

test that determines a per-

son’s resilience or suscep-

tibility to the virus. 

Information can be found 

at www.labcore.com/anti-

body-testing. The test cost 

$10, but a doctor’s pre-

scription is not required.  

After a successful vir-

tual graduation, Lindsay 

announced that with 

schools opening back up 

on July 1, Marion will be 

hosting a more traditional 

graduation ceremony on 

July 12 at Dick Lootens 

Stadium. More informa-

tion will be announced in 

the coming weeks. Along 

with that, food distribution 

at Justice Middle School 

will continue every 

Wednesday from 8:30 to 

10 am until June 14. Since 

the food distribution pro-

gram began in March, 

over 430,000 meals have 

been served.  

With the county opening 

up, Marion Chamber of 

Commerce President 

Kylie Jackson ended the 

press conference with in-

formation on both the 

Chamber’s #BigThanksS-

mallBiz program, as well 

as the new local PPE Mar-

ketplace.  

The #BigThanksSmall-

Biz initiative was a collab-

oration between the 

Marion Chamber of Com-

merce and several other 

organizations in Grant 

Country, including the 

United Way and the Com-

munity Foundation, to 

help support local busi-

nesses and provide a 

morale boost to Marion’s 

frontline workers through 

the distribution of gift 

cards from over 35 busi-

nesses.  

“Folks can go on the 

United Way [of Grant 

County’s] website to make 

a donation, and then we 

are taking that money that 

is raised and buying gift 

cards from local busi-

nesses in 10 dollar incre-

ments and delivering those 

to our frontline workers,” 

Jackson said.  

To date, over 800 gift 

cards have been distrib-

uted, raising over $8,000. 

Jackson encouraged the 

community to continue 

donating, as the initiative 

is still ongoing.   

Also, in partnership 

with the Grant County 

Economic Growth Coun-

cil, the Chamber has es-

tablished the PPE 

Marketplace, where busi-

nesses can purchase items 

like masks, gloves, hand 

sanitizer, and a host of 

other items to continue the 

fight against COVID-19 

and prepare themselves 

for a return to their daily 

routines.   

“We wanted to give 

businesses and organiza-

tions a chance to buy 

those things locally,” Jack-

son said. “It’s really sim-

ple. All we’ve done is 

collected all that informa-

tion and we’ve put it on a 

page on our website. If 

you are interested in buy-

ing local PPE, you can go 

there.” 
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