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Xen Edward Stewart remembered for contributions to community
Xen Edward Stewart, one 

of the most prominent and 

respected figures in Grant 

County’s African-American 

history for almost a century, 

died at his South Marion 

home on July 16 – one day 

before his 90th birthday. 

Mr. Stewart was born in 

the Grant County commu-

nity of Weaver, one of Indi-

ana’s early black pioneer 

communities, as one of 10 

children of the late Richard 

E. and Vernie (Weaver) 

Stewart. His mother was a 

member of the prominent 

Weaver family, for whom 

the small farming commu-

nity was named.  

Over the years, Mr. Stew-

art graciously shared his ex-

tensive knowledge of local 

African-American history 

with a variety of sources, 

most recently for a project 

titled “Welcome to Weaver: 

The Legacy of Grant 

County’s Abolitionist Com-

munity,” which is on display 

at the Marion Public Library.   

Mr. Stewart’s grasp and 

understanding of Grant 

County’s black history 

clearly was a significant part 

of his legacy that will endure 

for future generations. 

When he was 4 years old, 

his family moved from 

Weaver to a home on South 

Harmon Street in Marion. At 

the time of his death, he 

lived just a block away from 

the original family home. 

Mr. Stewart graduated 

from Marion High School 

in1948, where he earned let-

ters in three sports. After two 

tours of duty in the U.S. 

Army, including service in 

the Korean Conflict, Stewart 

worked 15 years at Ana-

conda Wire & Cable Co. 

He mostly will be remem-

bered, however, by what 

people formerly called a 

mailman. 

To generations of South 

Marion residents, Mr. Stew-

art was the only letter carrier 

they ever knew, having 

worked for the U.S. Postal 

Service for 40 years before 

retiring in 1988. Decades 

later, he could still remem-

ber the addresses of hun-

dreds of former customers 

when he met them on the 

street. 

In addition to being 

known for his kindness and 

his service as a government 

employee, Mr. Stewart also 

was easily recognized by his 

physical appearance. He had 

white hair, usually wore a 

Stetson and drove large cars 

– usually with a dog in the 

backseat. 

For many years, he rarely 

missed an Indiana Wesleyan 

University basketball game, 

which earned him a Presi-

dential Citation as the Uni-

versity’s Official Cheer-

leader. During IWU 

Telesales, he donated several 

of his famous barbecue 

chicken dinners, which 

raised hundreds of dollars 

for scholarships. 

Mr. Stewart served on the 

boards of various civil rights 

organizations plus dozens of 

governmental and not-for-

profit groups. He was espe-

cially well known for 

playing the devil in “Heaven 

Bound” and Santa Claus for 

Christmas parties. 

Mr. Stewart was a member 

of Bethel AME Church but, 

in recent years, had attended 

College Wesleyan Church, 

where his funeral will be at 

11 a.m. Friday. Visitation 

will be from noon to 2 p.m. 

and from 4 to 6 p.m. on 

Thursday at the church, 200 

E. 38th Street, Marion. 

Burial with military hon-

ors will follow at Grant Me-

morial Park. 

He is survived by his 

brother, Richard, Cincinnati, 

Ohio; and sisters, Joan J. 

(Ivory) Bowman, Marion 

and Jacquelyn J. German, 

Anderson. 

Owen-Weilert-Duncan Fu-

neral Home is in charge of 

arrangements.
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with carrying a handgun 

with a permit in the 2300 

block of South Adams St., 

Marion.  

   Christopher Hall Lindsey 

Jr., 26, was preliminarily 

charged with domestic vio-

lence and domestic battery 

in the 1500 block of W. Nel-

son St., Marion.  

   Andrew P. White, 37, was 

served a warrant in the 1500 

block of W. Nelson St., 

Marion.  

Saturday, July 18 

   An unidentified female, 

15, was preliminarily 

charged with operator never 

licensed and accident with 

injury in the 200 block of 

W. 3rd St., Marion.  

   Jimmie David Miller, 25, 

was preliminarily charged 

with driving while sus-

pended during a traffic stop 

at 30th and Torrance St., 

Marion. 

   Julia Laura Birchett, 35, 

was preliminarily charged 

with possession of mari-

juana and driving while sus-

pended during at traffic stop 

at 20th and Washington St., 

Marion.  

 

Sunday, July 19 

   Jordan Alexander Taylor, 

26, was preliminarily 

charged with theft in the 

200 block of E. Adams St., 

Marion. 

   Jeffrey Allen Hans, 51, 

was preliminarily charged 

with theft in the 1300 block 

of E. 38th St., Marion.  

   Jack Leon Abbott, 27, was 

preliminarily charged with 

driving while suspended 

during a traffic stop at 26th 

and Nebraska St., Marion.  

   Anthony Leon Barley, 54, 

was preliminarily charged 

with resisting law enforce-

ment and disorderly conduct 

in the 500 block of W. 4th 

St., Marion. 
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