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Dyson named VP for intercultural leadership, 

church relations at Taylor University
UPLAND — The Rev. 

Gregory Dyson, the Spe-

cial Assistant to the Presi-

dent for Intercultural 

Initiatives at Taylor Uni-

versity for the past two 

years, has been named 

Vice President for Inter-

cultural Leadership and 

Church Relations. 

 The appointment was 

announced by Taylor’s In-

terim President Dr. Paige 

Comstock Cunningham and 

took effect on June 1. 

 Dyson came to Taylor 

after serving as Director of 

Intercultural Leadership at 

Cedarville University, his 

alma mater. He was also the 

Senior Pastor of First Baptist 

Church of London, Ohio. 

Prior to those appointments, 

Dyson served on the strate-

gic team for the Luis Palau 

Evangelistic Association and 

founded the Lion’s Den 

Youth Outreach Center (now 

the Hope For Kids Den), in 

Indian Orchard, Massachu-

setts. Additionally, he served 

at Springfield College 

(Massachusetts) as the Evan-

gelical Protestant Chaplain, 

and Word of Life Bible Insti-

tute as the Dean of Admis-

sion. 

 He holds a Master of Sci-

ence in Organizational Lead-

ership from Cairn 

University, a B.A. in Bible 

from Cedarville University, 

and a Diploma from Word of 

Life Bible 

Institute. He 

also was or-

dained as a 

minister in 

the Ameri-

can Baptist 

Church, 

Springfield, 

Massachu-

setts. 

 Cunning-

ham said Dyson’s appoint-

ment marks both an 

institutional commitment to 

Taylor’s ongoing diversity 

efforts and an acknowledge-

ment of the success Dyson 

has achieved during his serv-

ice. His position will more 

fully integrate attention to 

expanding ethnic and inter-

national diversity throughout 

all areas of the university. 

 Dyson will continue the 

creation and implementation 

of a strategic plan for diver-

sity and intercultural initia-

tives. He will also oversee 

Taylor’s Office of Intercul-

tural Programs (OIP), and a 

newly established Office for 

Church Relations. Dyson 

will continue to be a mem-

ber of Taylor’s Senior Lead-

ership Team. 

 “Gregory Dyson is one of 

our community’s most loved 

and well-respected leaders. 

He is a loving and powerful 

voice for Taylor’s black, in-

ternational, and multiethnic 

student body,” said Cunning-

ham. “Gregory has consis-

tently been the voice at the 

table who has challenged 

and encouraged us in our ef-

forts to ensure that every 

woman and man who trusts 

Taylor University for their 

education fully realizes and 

benefits from Taylor’s trans-

formational educational and 

discipleship experience. We 

are genuinely excited to see 

what God will accomplish 

through his efforts.” 

 “I am committed to Tay-

lor because I believe in our 

mission to educate young 

women and men to be ser-

vant leaders who make a dif-

ference in our world, and 

because of Taylor’s unique 

non-denominational, Christ-

centered approach to educa-

tion coupled with a desire 

institutionally to live out our 

vision across the street and 

around the world,” Dyson 

said. 

 “We live in turbulent 

times that call for universi-

ties to have clarity of pur-

pose and the ability grow in 

every way, including ethni-

cally. I look forward in 

working with the Taylor 

University faculty, students, 

and staff for a strong and 

hopeful tomorrow,” he 

added. 

 Dyson is a member of the 

National Association of Di-

versity Officers in Higher 

Education.

Soybeans begin to emerge on a Grant County farm on County Road 800 South late last 

week. And the crop seems to reflect the current growing conditions across Indiana: Plant-

ing is nearly complete; bean and corn growth is at about 80 to 90 per cent of expectation 

by the last week of June.  Both corn and beans are running well ahead of the 2019 water-

soaked season. The caution: Moisture is needed, according to reports from Purdue Univer-

sity ag spokesmen. About an inch of rain fell across Grant County through last week.  
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