
The News HeraldJuly 15, 2020 Page 3

the news herald
P.O. Box 1167, Marion, IN 46952 • 260-563-8326 

www.newsherald.org
Don L. Hurd, Publisher 

president @hoosiermediagroup.com 
                    Ed Breen, Reporter                                        Sean Douglas, Sports Editor 

                     Alan Miller, Reporter                                           sports@newsherald.org 

Accounting and Legal Ads - Julie Loehmer, accounting@thepaperofwabash.com 

Sales - Arlene Long, along@thepaperofwabash.com

the news herald (USPS 386660) is published weekly by Hometown Media, Inc., an In-
diana corporation. Periodical postage paid at Marion, IN, 46952. Postmaster: send address changes 

to: PO Box 1167, Marion, IN 46952. © 2020, all rights reserved.  

Letters to the editor and readers' submissions are encouraged; please email news@news-
herald.org. All submissions become the property of Hometown Media, Inc., and are subject to ed-

iting and publication at the discretion of the staff.  

Subscriptions are available by contacting the paper at accounting@thepaperofwabash.com. 

Single copies are 50 cents; subscriptions are $23/year in county, $39/year out of county. For in-

formation on space advertising, classified ads and legal notices, please contact us at 

260.563.8326. Our rate card is also available online at www.newsherald.org.  

Corrections: the news herald strives for complete accuracy, but if corrections are needed 
we will endeavor to make them as quickly as possible. Please contact us using the information 

listed above.

4-H                                                                                                      continued from Page 1
held, including swine, 

beef, goat, sheep, rabbit, 

dairy beef, and horse.  

The fairground, usually 

teeming with life, was 

nearly empty, but for the 4-

H families and their show 

animals. Food truck num-

bers were cut nearly in half, 

as only four or five were 

present throughout the 

week. Expectantly, many 

projects were on display 

throughout the community 

building, though the build-

ing was eerily void of spec-

tators.  

Despite these outward ef-

fects, Goff believes that the 

fair has gone according to 

plan.  

“It’s going very well,” 

Goff said. “It’s been kind of 

warm outside, but every-

body has been cooperating 

really well. [We don’t] have 

the food vendors or the en-

tertainment tent, so that 

makes it a lot quieter. It’s 

mainly 4-H families that are 

here, which is how we 

wanted it with everything 

going on. It looks com-

pletely different, but every-

body has been great 

working with our restric-

tions and what we had to do. 

“We are just glad to be 

able to have this this year.” 

Under normal circum-

stances, the fair usually 

takes place in mid-June, but 

the COVID-19 pandemic 

pushed the event back sev-

eral weeks.  

“The biggest challenge is 

that we had to totally 

reschedule everything,” 

Goff said. “We [usually 

have] this in June, so we had 

to come up with a com-

pletely different schedule to 

flow everything and out 

with the animals, get all the 

projects in, and set every-

thing up for social distanc-

ing.” 

Hand sanitizer could be 

found in many of the build-

ings, and all patrons were 

encouraged to social dis-

tance and wear masks at 

each of the events.  

Goff has been happy with 

how the fairgoers have 

heeded to all the changes.  

“We are trying to do all 

the things we need to do to 

keep it safe for the kids,” 

Goff said. “The social dis-

tancing, and the wearing of 

the face coverings is recom-

mended for them to do. 

Everybody has been very, 

very understanding and 

working with us. They are 

just glad to be able to be 

here.” 

Many 4-H members 

signed up for wristbands, 

which helped Goff and her 

staff know who was on the 

fairground and when. Fur-

thermore, those who did not 

have a wristband were re-

quired to sign up at each 

building, which will assist in 

contact tracing in the case of 

any COVID-19 outbreak.  

“Hopefully nothing hap-

pens,” Goff said. “But if it 

does, we know who was 

here and we can let them 

know and notify them.” 

“Those kids bought ani-

mals to be the right size for 

June,” Goff said. Hosting 

the fair in July did result in 

some minor issues, particu-

larly with the swine show.  

“We’re a month later, and 

so, a lot of those animals 

were just way too big, so the 

kids were unable to show 

for that reason. The swine 

show was where you saw 

the effect of a July show] 

the most.” 

However, considering the 

severe impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on 

communities across the na-

tion, Goff is pleased that the 

annual fair was able to hap-

pen in some capacity.  

“We thought for a long 

time we weren’t going to be 

able to do it, but every time 

we stopped and thought 

about the kids, especially 

the 10-year members,” Goff 

concluded. “Those are all 

seniors, and they already 

lost their graduation and all 

of their traditional things, so 

the last thing we wanted to 

do was [have] them miss out 

on their very last fair. 

“We worked really hard to 

come up with a safety plan 

and everything we needed to 

do so we could have this. 

Everybody has been very 

appreciative and thanking us 

for making the effort. We 

are just happy we are having 

it.” 

Recent Eastbrook grad and 2020 sectional champion Briana Stepp showing off 

her calf in the Dairy Beef show. Photo by Sean Douglas

Taylor University cancels Homecoming Weekend Oct 9-11
Taylor University has 

canceled planned Home-

coming and Family Week-

end activities, which were 

scheduled for October 9-11. 

In an announcement by 

Taylor’s Interim President 

Dr. Paige Comstock Cun-

ningham to the campus, she 

cited the continued spread 

of COVID-19 and advi-

sories from the State of In-

diana and the Centers for 

Disease Control’s to limit 

access to the campus for the 

well-being of Taylor’s stu-

dents, faculty, and staff. 

Cunningham said she, her 

senior leadership team, and 

Taylor’s Alumni and Par-

ents teams are considering 

ways to gather in an online 

setting. Announcements 

will come as they are avail-

able. 

Following is the an-

nouncement from Dr. Cun-

ningham: 

From the Office of the 

President 

Dear Taylor Family,  

 It is with great disap-

pointment I share an update 

with you regarding Home-

coming & Family Weekend 

2020. In light of the spread 

of COVID-19 and recom-

mendations from the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 

Prevention and state health 

authorities, we have prayer-

fully made the difficult de-

cision to cancel our 

on-campus Homecoming & 

Family Weekend October 9-

11. This decision was made 

out of concern for every-

one’s health and safety. 

 If you are an alumnus or 

alumna, please know how 

truly sorry we are that we 

won’t have the joy of host-

ing you on campus this fall. 

Parents and families, we are 

also disappointed we are 

unable to welcome you to 

this special weekend with 

your students.  

 We are considering a va-

riety of ways we might be 

able to celebrate in an on-

line/virtual setting. When 

we have more to share, we 

will be in touch. If you have 

questions, please contact 

the Alumni & Parent Rela-

tions office at alumni@tay-

lor.edu or 765-998-5170. 

We continue to pray for 

our Taylor family around 

the world as they are ac-

tively living out Taylor’s 

mission. We are grateful for 

your prayers and encour-

agement as we work to keep 

our current students, em-

ployees and campus as safe 

as possible during this time 

of uncertainty. 

Indiana History Answers
1.  William McKinley   

 
2.  Franklin D. Roosevelt   

 
3.  Richard Nixon

Garage 
Sale

Fri, July 17 • 8-5 & 
Sat, July 18 • 8-2
122 Locust Drive, 

Gas City
Couch & Love Seat, 

Clothes Galore, 
Home Decor, Homemade 

Jelly, Knickknacks, 
Bistro Set-Brand New


