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Mayor Alumbaugh initi-

ated the legal action after 

taking office in 2016. The 

civil lawsuit was halted by 

Superior Court 3 Judge 

Warren Haas late last year 

when he found that the 

statute of limitations had 

run out before the City 

took legal action. His rul-

ing was sustained by the 

Indiana Court of Appeals 

and the City is now await-

ing a ruling from the Indi-

ana Supreme Court on 

whether the suit can con-

tinue.  

Thus far, legal expenses, 

mainly to the Indianapolis 

law firm of Ice Miller, are 

believed to be about $1.6 

million.  

The City Council, with a 

7-2 Republican majority, 

began questioning the ex-

penses and the source of 

the money to make the 

payments immediately 

after Alumbaugh entered 

his second term in January.  

Most recently, the Coun-

cil submitted a list of 11 

questions to the adminis-

tration and the Mayor’s of-

fice provided 83 pages of 

response, mainly copies of 

documents and receipts, 

which Councilman Brian 

Cowgill described as “not 

acceptable.”  

The mayor and his advi-

sors did not attend the 

Council meeting at which 

the documents were pre-

sented. Their absence be-

came a central complaint 

from some Council mem-

bers and the Council voted 

to initiate legal action, if it 

believed it necessary.  And 

an additional list of ques-

tions was submitted to the 

mayor and Controller Julie 

Flores on July 2, along 

with a request that the four 

administrators appear at 

the July 7 Council meet-

ing.  

In a July 7 e-mail from 

City Attorney Hunt to 

Council President Cain, 

Hunt said, “the Mayor and 

his team will not be at-

tending the meeting 

tonight. Instead we pro-

pose to meet with the 

Council at its Aug. 4 meet-

ing.” 

“We will come prepared 

to answer financial ques-

tions about the Y litiga-

tion, but I have to make it 

clear we will not answer 

questions about litigation 

strategy or our plans in 

prosecuting the case.” 

The issuance of the sub-

poenas came late Friday 

after Alumbaugh spoke 

publicly for the first time 

in several weeks. 

“I have no idea why 

some people on the coun-

cil are being so difficult, 

especially considering 

their threats to issue sub-

poenas for my team to ap-

pear before them, he said 

in his regular Friday ap-

pearance on “Good Morn-

ing Grant County” on 

WBAT radio.  “I want to 

make it clear that I will not 

be intimidated or bullied 

by their threats,” he said.  

“It is no secret that what 

some of the members of 

this Council want is to ex-

ercise many of the powers 

and duties assigned to the 

Mayor by Indiana law,” 

Alumbaugh said in a pre-

pared statement. 

It marked the first time 

that Alumbaugh has pub-

licly responded to criti-

cism from some of the 

nine council members, 

dating back to the begin-

ning of his second term in 

January. 

Later Friday, is it be-

lieved, Alumbaugh and 

Council President Deborah 

Cain spoke personally for 

the first time in several 

weeks and are believed to 

have scheduled a one-on-

one meeting this week, al-

though the conversation is 

believed to have occurred 

before the subpoenas were 

prepared.   

In formulating its ap-

proach to the mayor, the 

Council, under the leader-

ship of Council President 

Deborah Cain, conducted 

several executive sessions 

and caucuses that may 

have been in violation of 

the Indiana Open Door 

Law. 

And, in the midst of that 

activity, the council 

changed lawyers, replac-

ing Phil Stephenson with 

Martin Harker.  Harker is 

believed to be a key advi-

sor to several council 

members, including Cain 

and Brad Luzadder.  

In a letter from Harker 

addressed to Hunt on Fri-

day, Harker admonished 

the mayor: 

“The Mayor’s refusal to 

appear this week will not 

slow down the Council’s 

investigation and monitor-

ing of the City’s finances,” 

he said. 

“It is regrettable that the 

Council has had to invoke 

this formal legal process in 

order to obtain certain 

timely answers from this 

Administration,” the 

Council’s lawyer said to 

the City Attorney.  “Fi-

nally, Council President 

Cain hopes that the Mayor 

will be more respectful of 

the Council and the resi-

dents of Marion by attend-

ing all regularly scheduled 

Council meetings in the 

future without the neces-

sity of the formal sub-

poena process.”  

The first indication of 

the stormy relationship be-

tween Alumbaugh and the 

Council came early in the 

year when the mayor 

sought council approval of 

redefining the job and title 

of Chief of Staff Flynn, a 

plan Alumbaugh presented 

as essentially administra-

tive reorganization. He 

wanted to rename the job 

“deputy mayor.”  It was 

defeated, 6-3,  and set a 

voting pattern that has per-

sisted through other issues. 

Councilmen Jim Brunner, 

Gary Fordyce and Mike 

Cline voted with the 

mayor, while Cain, Luzad-

der, Brian Cowgill, Steve 

Henderson, Don Batchelor 

and Robin Fouce voted 

against. Batchelor and 

Fouce are the lone Democ-

rats on the council.  

As the mayor and his 

staff have pursued the 

legal action against the 

Seybold administration, 

the council members have 

become increasingly con-

cerned with the costs of 

the lawsuit. All acknowl-

edged that the fees and re-

lated costs over four years 

of litigation are at $1.6 

million, with more to 

come if the Indiana  

Supreme Court reverses a 

lower court ruling and al-

lows the suit to continue. 

That decision is expected 

in the next two to three 

months. 
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2020 royalty, show winners
4-H Royalty 

Queen: Abigail Strange 

King: Garrett Scher 

Princess: Kortney Goff 

Duchess: Hannah Strange  

4-H Scholarship and Award Winners:  

2020 Indiana 4-H Foundation Senior Scholar-

ship received from the Richard Ladd Scholar-

ship Endowment: Anna Morehead and Garrett 

Scher  

2020 Farm Bureau Tenure Award: Wyatt 

Stephenson and Klayton Kitts  

2020 4-H Ambassadors: Quentin Carr and 

Hunter Wolf  

4-H Swine Show  

Grand Champion Barrow: Kristin Goff  

Reserve Grand Champion Barrow : Braylon 

Carey  

Grand Champion Gilt: Kortney Goff 

Reserve Grand Champion Gilt: Jackson Manwell  

Novice Showmanship: Champion: Aleese 

Warnock and Reserve Champion: Caiden Myers  

Junior Showmanship: Champion: Addison Carey 

and Reserve Champion: Cameron Turner  

Senior Showmanship: Champion: Matthew 

Strange and Reserve Champion: Brandi Hodupp  

4-H Beef Show 

Grand Champion Steer: Hayley Jarck 

Reserve Grand Champion Steer: Collin Cates 

Grand Champion Breeding Heifer: Austin Clock 

Reserve Grand Champion Heifer: Lilly Edwards  

Grand Champion Market Heifer: Abigail Sneed 

Reserve Grand Champion Market Heifer: Isabel 

Roush  

Novice Showmanship Champion: Elayna Cates  

Junior Showmanship Champion: Lilly Edwards  

Junior Showmanship Reserve Champion: Isabel 

Roush 

Senior Showmanship Champion: Hayley Jarck  

4-H Pet Show 

Best of Show: Kathleen Robinson 

Runner Up Best of Show: June Burtner 

4-H Poultry Show  

Grand Champion Duck: Shakira Collier 

Reserve Grand Champion Duck: Brandtley 

Richey  

Grand Champion Commercial Poultry: Landon 

Killman 

Reserve Grand Champion Commercial Poultry: 

Landon Killman 

Grand Champion Exhibition Poultry: Drew 

Combs 

Reserve Grand Champion Exhibition Poultry: 

Elizabeth Winche 

Grand Champion Bantams: Landon Killman 

Reserve Grand Champion Bantams: Ethan Win-

chester 

Grand Champion Geese: Tashielie Harpham 

Reserve Grand Champion Geese: Rebecca 

Fansler  

Grand Champion Turkey: Tashielie Harpham 

Reserve Grand Champion Turkey: Elizabeth 

Winchester 

Grand Champion Exotic Bird: Tashielie Harpham 

Reserve Grand Champion Exotic Bird: Shakira 

Collier 

4-H Goat Show 

Grand Champion Dairy Wether:  Olivia Legg 

Reserve Grand Champion Wether:  Brandi 

Hodupp 

Grand Champion Pygmy Wether:  Lucy Lopez 

Reserve Grand Champion Pygymy doe:  Corey 

Templin 

Grand Champion Pygmy Doe:  Claire Templin 

Grand Champion Meat Goat Wether:  Parker 

Kelly 

Reserve Grand Champion Meat Goat Wether:  

Rosin White 

Grand Champion Meat Goat Does:  Brandtley 

Richey 

Reserve Grand Champion Meat Goat Doe:  Mor-

gan Cates 

Novice Goat Showmanship:  Dawson Daugherty 

See Results, Page 12


