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Marion Chamber of Commerce to host annual golf outing
The Marion-Grant 

County Chamber of Com-

merce will host its Annual 

Golf Outing on Friday, 

Aug. 28, at the Arbor Trace 

Golf Club in Marion. The 

Chamber’s outing is the 

business community’s pre-

mier golf outing.  

There will be a morning 

and afternoon flight 

(7:30AM & 1:00 PM). The 

cost is $90 per golfer for 

the morning flight and 

$100 per golfer for the af-

ternoon flight. Cost in-

cludes: entry fee, cart 

rental, green fees, 18 holes 

golf, door prizes, goody 

bags, complimentary bever-

ages and breakfast & lunch. 

Tee times are limited and 

available on a first come, 

first serve basis. To make a 

reservation for yourself or 

your foursome, call the 

Chamber at (765) 664-

5107. 

Maximize your network-

ing potential by becoming a 

golf outing sponsor. Spon-

sorship opportunities start 

as low as $125. Those who 

would like to donate an 

item for the door prize or 

raffle, please contact the 

Chamber at (765) 664-5107 

for complete details. 

COVID-19 Considera-

tions – The health and 

safety of players, sponsors, 

and volunteers are of ut-

most importance. The Golf 

Outing will be held entirely 

outside to allow for ample 

space for social distancing.  

Lunches will be individu-

ally boxed, and seating will 

be spaced out.  Masks are 

recommended but not re-

quired.  Each player will be 

given a personal hand sani-

tizer for use during the out-

ing.

Taylor University wins six Crystal Pillars from regional Emmy Organization
Six Taylor University 

films have won student pro-

duction awards known as the 

Crystal Pillar by the National 

Association of Television 

Arts and Sciences, Lower 

Great Lakes Chapter. The 

Crystal Pillar is the highest 

honor given by the regional 

Emmy organization to stu-

dent productions.  

“My Brother’s Keeper,” a 

drama about a boxer taking 

care of his younger brother, 

was recognized as a winner 

in the College Long Form 

Fiction category. It was di-

rected by Taylor graduate 

Landry Long as the culmi-

nating project in Professor 

John Bruner’s Narrative 

Filmmaking class. Long was 

also recognized in the Col-

lege Director craft category 

for his work on the music 

video “Lying to Myself.” 

Nominated in the College 

Arts and Entertainment/Cul-

tural Affairs category, “Holy 

Fields” was created in Pro-

fessor Kathy Bruner’s Docu-

mentary Filmmaking class. 

Producer/director Emma 

Horne said her production 

team valued the experience 

of learning about Muslims 

living in central Indiana. 

“Meeting Suha and Yaqoub 

(the documentary’s subjects) 

made it something much 

more than a class project.” 

A story about a legally 

blind track and field athlete, 

“20 Over” won a Crystal Pil-

lar in the College Short Form 

Non-Fiction category. Its di-

rector, Chad Veal, was a sen-

ior in a Documentary 

Filmmaking class who part-

nered with senior Brendan 

Wallace to tell the inspira-

tional story of sprinter Noah 

Malone. “When I first saw 

Noah run I knew he was fast, 

but then I heard his story and 

couldn’t believe he was com-

peting at a global level,” Veal 

said. “I knew this story had 

to be shared.” 

A second Taylor project 

won a Crystal Pillar in the 

same Short Form Non-Fic-

tion category. “Counting the 

Cost” is a documentary 

about a family that makes the 

difficult decision to leave 

their Amish community. 

A Taylor student-produced 

TV commercial for Dash-

lane, created by Matthew 

Brown, won a Crystal Pillar 

in the Spot Production cate-

gory. This is the first time 

Taylor has received recogni-

tion for a project created in 

the introductory Film and 

Video Production class 

taught by Professor Steve 

Longtime educator, track coach to be inducted into Marion Hall of Distinction
By Sean Douglas  

 

Kenneth Browner is a 

man who has excelled pro-

fessionally in multiple 

areas.  

Since graduating from 

Marion High School in 

1982, he not only achieved 

the distinction as one of the 

finest and most beloved ed-

ucators in the greater Indi-

anapolis area, he also is 

recognized as one of the 

most successful track and 

field coaches in the state of 

Indiana, recently being in-

ducted into the Indiana As-

sociation of Track & Cross 

County Hall of Fame. 

For the sum total of his 

accomplishments, Browner 

will be inducted once again, 

this time into the Marion 

Hall of Distinction.  

Browner loved his time at 

Marion High School, stat-

ing that his education 

helped set him up for the 

real world. His favorite 

teacher was Bobby 

Owensby, who played a big 

role in his eventual teaching 

career. 

However, upon graduat-

ing Marion High School, he 

wasn’t thinking about 

teaching or track and field. 

Rather, he wanted to be a 

football coach and work for 

the FBI.  

But life has a funny way 

of working out, and a 

chance meeting with a track 

and field coach set Browner 

on the path to where he is 

today.  

While going through the 

FBI application process, he 

was training at Lawrence 

North High School. One 

day, one of the track 

coaches approached him 

about the possibility of as-

sisting the track team. 

Browner had done some 

coaching at Marion during 

his undergrad studies at 

Taylor University, and 

therefore, agreed to do so.  

“Once I got going, it 

stuck with me,” Browner 

said. “I never envisioned 

being a head coach in track 

and field, I never saw that 

coming.” 

Around this same time, 

Browner received his teach-

ing certification at Indiana 

University, and the rest is 

history.  

“He’s very kind and very 

generous,” Shauna Wright-

Browner, Kenneth’s wife, 

said. “He’s a big, muscular 

guy at 56, but he’s sweet, 

and he’s a dedicated, hard-

working person. He’s very 

caring and giving to his stu-

dents. Those students still 

look to him for advice and 

encouragement in sports, 

their marriages, their rela-

tionships, and their kids. 

He’s just a great guy. He’s 

very engaged and atten-

tive.” 

While at Lawrence North, 

Browner realized that many 

of the Indianapolis area 

schools did not offer any 

sort of curriculum in 

African-American history 

or ethnic studies. He had a 

passion for the subject, and 

so, he took it upon himself 

to establish the curriculum 

himself.  

“I thought it was impor-

tant for students to under-

stand who they are and 

where they come from,” 

Browner said. “When they 

have that sense of them-

selves and the confidence 

that it derives, it allows 

them to handle things much 

better in life. My students 

have benefitted from being 

able to understand that and 

communicate with people 

and make lives better.” 

“I sat down, I put this 

curriculum together, and de-

veloped it for Lawrence 

Township. I was the point 

man of the curriculum for 

Lawrence Township, and it 

just grew from there. I was 

able to get involved with 

other organizations and 

other schools began to fol-

low.” 

In track and field, as an 

assistant coach at Lawrence 

North, Browner was a part 

of four state championship 

teams and one runner up, 

and as a head coach, he was 

a part of the Wildcats’ state 

runner up team in 2008. 

After 20 years at Lawrence 

North, Browner moved on 

to Carmel, where he has 

coached three state champi-

onship teams and one run-

ner up.  

“The great thing about 

track is that everything is 

measurable, whether its 

jumps, throws, or running,” 

Browner said. “Every kid 

can be measured, and you 

can celebrate every kid’s 

accomplishment and im-

provement. Every kid can 

have success.”  

As a teacher, Browner 

had made it his life’s goal to 

help every student achieve 

their potential, whether it be 

in the classroom or out on 

the field. 

Now, his achievements 

will forever be enshrined.  

“Being recognized by 

your hometown is some-

thing special,” Browner 

said. “I’ve been recognized 

for a number of other 
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