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For the latest information on COVID-19, go to IN.gov.  

The site gives current information about testing and 

what stage Indiana is currently practicing.

Like Dad
By Tom Mansbarger 

 

As I sit here at my desk 

this morning, I have been 

reflecting on some of my 

fondest memories. Do you 

ever stop and think about 

what life was like when 

you were growing up? As I 

ponder wonderful memo-

ries as a child, I realize I 

was blessed. Blessed in the 

fact that I had a mom and 

dad who were still together 

and looked out for what 

was best for my brother and 

me. We lived a simple life 

and that was good. Usually 

on the weekend it would be 

fishing in the river. 

Thinking about my child-

hood has caused me to real-

ize the influence of my dad. 

Now, dad wasn’t perfect, 

but I thought he was. He 

taught me lots of things 

about life and the impor-

tance of how to treat others. 

Dad wasn’t a Christian 

when he was young, but he 

lived by a lot of Christian 

principles. As I was grow-

ing up I soon came to real-

ize that I wanted to be just 

like my dad. I suppose lots 

of children have had that 

very same thought, “I want 

to be just like dad.” 

Recently, while studying, 

I began to think about King 

David. He was a man that 

made more than his share 

of mistakes. Lots of church 

people today probably 

wouldn’t welcome David 

into their fellowship. How-

ever, the Scripture tells us 

David was a man after 

God’s own heart. David 

had many issues as a par-

ent. It would be easy to say 

that he fell short of being 

the perfect dad. 

When David was on his 

deathbed (I Kings 2:1-4), 

he passed the mantle on to 

his son, Solomon. He knew 

that Solomon could lead 

the people. In this passage 

David laid out the things 

that Solomon should do if 

he wanted to be successful 

and have God’s blessing. 

David instructs him to “be 

strong and show yourself a 

man” (I Kings 2:2). He also 

told him to walk in the way 

of the Lord and keep His 

statutes. He went on to tell 

Solomon that he would 

prosper if he did those 

things. 

It is an interesting study 

to see Solomon’s response 

to his dad, and the deep 

love and respect he had for 

David. (I Kings 3:3-9). He 

not only loved his dad, his 

dad loved him as well. 

Have you ever thought 

what you would say to your 

family if you were on your 

deathbed? We sometimes 

lose sight of the powerful 

influence we have on oth-

ers. We must understand 

that there is never a time 

when others aren’t watch-

ing us. They are listening 

and observing. 

One of my greatest privi-

leges in life is being a dad. 

I have fallen short of the 

mark so many times. There 

have been lots of times I 

wished I could turn back 

the clock and do things dif-

ferently. The sad part is, 

that is not an option. We 

only get one chance to pass 

through this life. As I 

watched my two boys grow 

into manhood, I must con-

fess, they have done well. 

They are both respected at 

what they do, and they are 

good examples of man-

hood. 

The thing that I am most 

thankful for today is my 

Heavenly Father. He knows 

all about our shortcomings 

and all our failures. He has 

a way of bringing blessings 

to us, in spite of us. You 

have the ability to be a 

great influence on others. I 

can tell you up front that 

there will be failures, and it 

won’t be a perfect journey. 

The thought of having a 

part in influencing an-

other’s life is exciting and 

rewarding. Someone may 

be waiting today for you to 

step up and make a differ-

ence. Are you willing? 

The Rev. Tom Mans-
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