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us to ascertain trends so
we could see what the
trends were.”

The research showed that
many of these patients had
similar issues, including un-
derlying health conditions
and work-related stresses.

In the behavioral analysis
portion, several interesting
trends were discovered. Of
those affected by the virus,
52.1 percent were women.
Among all of the people
tested, the virus was distrib-
uted among multiple age
groups: 27.9 percent were
in the 60-69 range, 17.9 per-
cent were in the 40-49
bracket, and 11.9 percent
were in the 30-39 demo-
graphic. This result revealed
that the virus affected peo-
ple of all age populations,
and was not exclusive to the
older population.

While the data showed
that the Grant County com-
munity continued to travel
throughout the shutdown
and mandatory quarantine,
the citizens did do their part
to help slow the spread of
the virus.

“We were really im-
pressed that our county did
really well trying to be a
community citizen and do
what was recommended,”
Vermilion said. “That was
really warming to the re-
sults.”

The Vermilion group
broke down their behavioral
research into multiple cate-
gories, including mask use,
hand washing, disinfectant
use, and social distancing,
while looking at trends
across gender, age, race,
and zip code.

For example, 89 percent
of those polled washed their
hands after being out in
public, 75 percent followed
social distancing protocols,
and 81 percent used hand
sanitizer on a frequent
basis.

Additionally, the younger
population traveled much
more frequently than the
older generation.

Survey results on masks-
wearing behaviors revealed
that 43.7 percent wore a
mask when out, 48 percent
wore masks occasionally,
and nearly eight percent
never wore a mask while
out.

At the conclusion of the
program, Vermilion and her
team believe they have
given themselves, the com-
munity and future re-
searchers a playbook of
how to continue fighting
this disease in the future.

“Every age group will get
COVID-19,” Vermilion
said. “For us, it’s good in-
formation for topic, com-
munication, and debate,
[but overall,] we want to be
sure we are protecting the
most vulnerable.”



