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3 pm. Burial followed at 
Estates of Serenity.  
 
 

Robert Lynn Jones  
19552020 
A graveside service to cel
ebrate Jones’ life was held 
at Park Cemetery, Fair
mount, on Tuesday, Au
gust 18 at 11:30 am.  
 
 

Dale E. Wenger 
19392020 
Funeral services were 
held at Pierce United 
Methodist Church, Up
land, on Thursday, August 
13 at 11 am. Burial took 
place at Newcomer Ceme
tery in Arcanum, Ohio.  

Roger L. Seaton 
19412020 
Funeral services were 
held at ArmesHunt Fu
neral Home, Fairmount, 
on Monday, August 17 at 
1 pm. Burial took place at 
Park Cemetery, Fair
mount. 
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COVID calamity leads to trip down memory lane
A recent trip to see my 

eldest, turned into a road 
trip down memory lane. 

The intended adventure 
was to go hiking in a 
Wisconsin state park, 
however, thanks to Covid, 
only annual passes are 
being sold at this time, 
causing us to regroup and 
rethink our plans for the 
day. 

A short walk to a local 
park in Milwaukee led us 
to the shores of Lake 
Michigan which re-
minded me of my apart-
ment in Menominee, 
Michigan. 

As I reminisced about 
my days working in 
Menominee at the 
Menominee Herald, my 
daughters encouraged me 
to consider going. Then 
when they found out it 
was only 2 ½ hours away, 
it was finalized, a road 
trip was in store. 

So, mid-afternoon, we 
headed north on Interstate 
43 past Green Bay to 

what many would con-
sider to be God’s country. 

I will admit I was ex-
cited and jittery and anx-
ious, wondering if the 
little newspaper was still 
in operation or not. If I 
could find my apartment 
that was right on the 
Green Bay and how the 
little economically de-
pressed town was doing 
31 years after I left. 

I was clear with my 
daughters that I was not 
sure what there would be 
to do once we arrived at 
Menominee, however, 
they could tell how much 
the thought of going 
meant to me, so they 
were game. 

As we got closer, my 
anticipation of what we 
would discover height-
ened. As we turned on to 
the lakefront downtown 
road, I was happy to see 
that many of what had 
been empty store fronts 

when I lived there were 
filled with small touristy 
type stores. The local the-
atre it appeared had been 
updated, however, at 
closer look was only the 
marquee as the theatre it-
self had been turned in to 
an apartment complex. 

We parked the car a 
few doors down from the 
building that housed the 
newspaper, so that we 
could enjoy the warm 
breeze and see each store-
front a little closer. 

As I got to the towering 
brick building with over-
sized windows, I realized 
my first professional job 
in newspaper after col-
lege was gone. The build-
ing still stood; however, it 
had been repurposed as 
an art gallery. 

I walked in to see if I 
was correct that the news-
paper had been in that 
building, to which the 
local artist who was 
working confirmed.  

The building was beau-
tiful with artwork from 
several local artists 
adorned throughout the 
building, from watercol-

ors, to jewelry to post 
cards and T-shirts.  

The artist working had 
been raised in Menomi-
nee, left for several years, 
returning to Menominee 
sometime later. 

When I asked her about 
the newspaper, she said it 
had merged with the 
Marinette Ledger a few 
years after I left and 
moved to Marinette Wisc. 

It did seem logical, 
given the two newspapers 
were both printed at the 
Marinette Ledger, what 
was always odd to me 
was the fact that the 
Menominee newspaper 
was in Michigan while 
the Marinette newspaper 
was in Wisconsin. 

Back in the day, once 
articles were written and 
edited, they were printed 
off and pasted to large 
sturdy pieces of paper. 
Once all the pages were 
ready, our secretary Alice 
would get into her small 
little red car and zoom 
away, with her “fuzz 
buster” alerting her to any 
potential police officer. 

Alice, who was known 

as a chain smoker who 
loved to eat tart little 
green apples, and stood 
less than 5 feet tall, had 
the critical job of getting 
the newspaper pages to 
the other newspaper 
across the river on time. 
There was many a day 
that she could be heard 
cursing the pagination 
staff as they tried to get 
the pages done as quick 
as Alice expected.  

There was also the 
complication of the draw 
bridge she had to go over 
to get from Menominee 
Michigan to Marinette 
Wisconsin, which could 
delay her travel if a large 
ship decided to go 
through at the same time 
Alice was driving on the 
bridge. 

While I hoped I might 
run across Alice during 
our quick visit, after 
thinking it through, she 
was probably in her 40s 
or 50s when I worked at 
the newspaper, putting 

her in her 70s or 80s 
today. And given her 
lifestyle, I would have 
been surprised if she were 
still living.  

Besides getting a 
chance to reminisce about 
what the newspaper 
building looked like, my 
daughters and I got the 
chance to look at how 
beautiful the Bay and ma-
rina was.  

I could not find my 
apartment, it appeared to 
be gone, just like the 
newspaper. While things 
have most certainly 
changed in the 31 years 
since I worked in 
Menominee, the economy 
seems to have improved 
since I left which makes 
me happy.  

While things are most 
certainly not as I left 
them. the opportunity to 
reminisce and see what 
had been and was now 
was a memory I will al-
ways treasure.  

Linda Wilk (second from left) with her daughters Laura 

(from left), Marissa and Andrea.  

The first newspaper building at which  

Linda Wilk worked.
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1.  Pickles   

 

2.  Popcorn   

 

3.  Tomato products


