
The stories in the Old 

Testament have always 

been fascinating to me. 

They give us a picture of 

what life was like in 

Bible times. One such 

story is that of God 

telling Abraham to sacri-

fice his son. The full ac-

count of this story is 

found in Genesis 22, and 

is one of my favorites. 

God had appeared to 

Abraham at night and 

given instructions on 

what had to be done. 

Abraham was instructed 

to head out the next 

morning on a three day 

journey to Mt. Moriah 

where he would sacrifice 

his son Isaac and then 

burn him as a sacrifice 

unto the Lord. 

The exciting part of 

this story is God had 

told Abraham and Sarah 

they were going to have 

a child, and that he 

would be the heir of 

God’s promised seed. If 

you remember, Sarah 

was 90 years old when 

she had Isaac. Before 

she conceived she had 

persuaded Abraham to 

go in to her hand-

maiden to have a child, 

which was a terrible 

mistake. Abraham and 

Hagar had the child (Ish-

mael), but that was 

never God’s plan. 

In Genesis 22 God 

told Abraham “Take 

now thy son, thine only 

son.” Why would God 

even say this? This rep-

resents a beautiful pic-

ture of God’s 

forgiveness. When God 

forgives, He forgets. 

Abraham was a man that 

had faced many tests in 

his life. He had been 

tried all through his 

life’s journey. His father 

had died, he had packed 

up and left his home, left 

his brother, Nahor, and 

much of his family 

along with all the com-

forts of home. Now God 

is putting him to the ulti-

mate test. Why would 

God even do this? Now, 

as a side bar to this 

story, I have thought of 

my own life. I don’t be-

lieve I could do what 

Abraham did. This deci-

sion would be especially 

hard because it seems to 

be a direct contradiction 

to what God had already 

told him. God had made 

the promise that Abra-

ham’s son would be the 

seed of a great nation 

(Israel). Would God go 

back on His promise? 

As this story unfolds, 

we can definitely see the 

obedience of Abraham. 

Scripture tells us that he 

rose early in the morn-

ing, gathered all that he 

would need for the jour-

ney and sacrifice, and 

then he headed out. He 

never sought help from 

anyone else or even con-

sulted with Sarah. He 

simply acted in obedi-

ence to the directions he 

had received. Let’s see 

three thoughts that rep-

resent Abraham’s obedi-

ence: 

1. What Abraham did 

was prompt. God spoke 

to him and there was no 

reason for hesitation, so 

he acted promptly. He 

never said anything to 

Sarah or Isaac. His obe-

dience was as sponta-

neous as the command 

was startling. When God 

speaks, what can we do? 

OBEY! I Samuel 15:22 

tells us that our obedi-

ence is more important 

than our sacrifice. 

2. What Abraham did 

was persistent. Abraham 

had the Sustaining Force 

(God) on his side. We 

should always know 

where God leads, He 

provides. When God 

calls us, He also equips 

us. Whom God calls, He 

strengthens (energizes). 

Abraham was able to 

maintain his purpose. 

3. What Abraham did 

was perfect. When Abra-

ham lifted up the knife, 

the sacrifice was com-

plete. God stopped him 

because He knew Abra-

ham’s heart. Isaac had 

already been sacrificed 

upon the altar of the fa-

ther’s heart, and God 

knew it. 

What a story! We 

could share many more 

thoughts from this story, 

but I will leave it to you 

to fill in the blanks. 
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