
The News HeraldSeptember 2, 2020 Page 3

Want  
to  

know  
what  

is  
happening  

in  
Grant  

County?  
Subscribe  

to  
The  

News  
Herald  
today! 

Call 260. 
563.8326

the news herald
P.O. Box 1167, Marion, IN 46952 • 260-563-8326 

www.newsherald.org
Don L. Hurd, Publisher 

president @hoosiermediagroup.com 
                    Ed Breen, Reporter                                        Sean Douglas, Sports Editor 

                     Alan Miller, Reporter                                           sports@newsherald.org 

Accounting and Legal Ads - Julie Loehmer, accounting@thepaperofwabash.com 

Sales - Arlene Long, along@thepaperofwabash.com

the news herald (USPS 386660) is published weekly by Hometown Media, Inc., an In-
diana corporation. Periodical postage paid at Marion, IN, 46952. Postmaster: send address changes 

to: PO Box 1167, Marion, IN 46952. © 2020, all rights reserved.  

Letters to the editor and readers' submissions are encouraged; please email news@news-
herald.org. All submissions become the property of Hometown Media, Inc., and are subject to ed-

iting and publication at the discretion of the staff.  

Subscriptions are available by contacting the paper at accounting@thepaperofwabash.com. 

Single copies are 50 cents; subscriptions are $23/year in county, $39/year out of county. For in-

formation on space advertising, classified ads and legal notices, please contact us at 

260.563.8326. Our rate card is also available online at www.newsherald.org.  

Corrections: the news herald strives for complete accuracy, but if corrections are needed 
we will endeavor to make them as quickly as possible. Please contact us using the information 

listed above.

 

Ever since I spent the 

weekend with my oldest 

daughter in Milwaukee a 

few weeks ago, I have had 

a hard time shaking a 

statement I saw she had 

on her dining room wall. 

I am not sure how long 

she had the message 

posted or why she had 

written it. The words 

however have given me a 

new perspective on this 

corona virus pandemic. 

“Don’t Count the days, 

make the days count” the 

phrase says that she has 

crafted out of white letters 

on a black board. 

A truer statement could 

not be said right now, I 

believe. There have been 

so many times I have 

thought to myself and ut-

tered them in addition, 

that 2020 has been a year 

that we just need to get 

through.  

There have been so 

many things we have not 

been able to do. Our de-

layed 26th year wedding 

anniversary trip to Eng-

land. My annual trip to 

Nebraska to see my fam-

ily. 

The summer festivals 

locally and in Milwaukee 

where I had hoped to visit 

with my oldest daughter 

Laura. 

What I have seen and 

witnessed is a slowing 

down of our society, 

which has been a positive. 

I have enjoyed long bike 

rides on the Cardinal 

Greenway and Sweetser 

Switch Trail.  

I have heard how diffi-

cult it has been to find bi-

cycle or kayaks or 

camping gear to buy – 

those are all positives that 

make me pause. 

Yet, I still find myself 

instead of capturing the 

small things that make 

this year unique, too often 

I am lost in the despair 

and grief that has filled 

my life as I think about 

what could have been if 

the corona virus had not 

invaded all our lives. 

As I talked to my mom 

by ZOOM Saturday after-

noon and she shared how 

she was starting to deter-

mine what to give each of 

us for Christmas, I had to 

break the news that most 

likely we would not be 

home for Christmas this 

year.  

Now it is still early, I 

pray we will have a vac-

cine by then and can go 

visit both my mom and 

mother in law. Only time 

will tell about that. 

Ironically, after having 

that conversation with my 

mom, I was reading my 

monthly Bible study 

“Enough for Now” by 

Sharla Fritz. This month’s 

chapter was titled: 

“Enough Time”   

The author talked about 

a 12-year-old child who 

when asked by his teacher 

how he was doing, replied 

that he wished he could 

go to the local dollar store 

and buy some packages of 

time.  

Pre-corona virus, I 

would imagine there are 

many of us who would be 

standing in line with that 

young boy to buy those 

packages of time if that 

was a thing. 

Now with the pandemic 

causing each of us to slow 

down, events to be can-

celled and isolation to be 

expected, I would venture 

to say many of us have 

more than enough time. 

The real question then 

becomes when we have a 

vaccine and the pandemic 

has ended or the corona 

virus is under control, 

how will people fill their 

newfound time? 

Will we resume life as 

it was pre-pandemic and 

fill our lives with busy-

ness? Or will we think 

more about how we spend 

the time that we have 

been given each day and 

make sure it is time well 

spent. 

In the book “Enough 

Time,” the author talks 

about how every month 

she will say no to things 

that do not matter so that 

she will have more time 

for the things that do. She 

said her good intentions 

last for a week or two and 

then she finds herself 

back in the hectic lifestyle 

again, causing her to feel 

stressed and over-

whelmed. 

“Perhaps this occurs be-

cause instead of going to 

the God of sufficiency for 

reassurance of my worth, 

I look for signs of signifi-

cance in my calendar,” 

Fritz said. “If I’m honest, 

I’ve worshiped at the altar 

of busyness because a full 

schedule makes me feel 

important.” 

Again, I must ask, once 

activities and opportuni-

ties resume, what will I 

chose to do? How will I 

fill my life? Will I strive 

to make each day count, 

or will I just try to fill the 

calendar on my fridge 

with busyness. 

I am not one to sit 

around. I like to stay busy 

and feel as if I have ac-

complished things each 

day. What I must strive to 

do is make sure what I am 

doing is for God’s glory, 

not just mine. I need to 

focus my days on helping 

others and being the ex-

ample God wants me to 

be, so as each day ends, I 

can feel assured that I 

have truly made that day 

count instead of just 

counting days. 

Busyness vs. making the days count
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