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in August it was consider-

ing whether to continue 

funding for Marion City 

Court. 

(Haas is retiring as judge 

of Superior Court 3 at the 

end of 2020, and he will be 

succeeded by Jason 

McVicker, who has been the 

Marion City Court judge for 

the past six years.) 

Council President Deb 

Cain has emphasized that 

the discussion about abol-

ishing Marion City Court is 

simply in the exploration 

stage and that a decision 

may be more than a year 

away. She has promised to 

establish a committee of 

city and county officials to 

study the issue.  

“A city council member 

from Gas City told me a 

year ago that Gas City was 

considering whether to 

abolish its municipal court, 

but the Marion discussion 

came out of nowhere,” 

Spitzer said. 

About 10 city or town 

courts have closed in the 

past five years, in the wake 

of the recommendation by 

the Judicial Strategic Plan-

ning Committee, which was 

appointed in 2008 by for-

mer Indiana Chief Justice 

Randall Shepard.   

Not every city or town 

has a municipal court, but 

about 60 of them still oper-

ate statewide, according to 

Indiana Lawyer. One new 

city court opened this year. 

Spitzer said there were a 

couple of primary reasons 

for the study committee’s 

recommendation to close 

municipal courts.  First, if 

all courts operated in the 

same manner, the judicial 

system would be easier to 

understand. And, second, 

there was concern about 

non-lawyer city court 

judges having the authority 

to send people to jail. 

Since 2015, all newly 

elected city court judges are 

required to be lawyers, but 

there are still a few non-

lawyer judges who were 

elected before the new stan-

dard was established. 

While there are differing 

opinions on the merits of 

municipal courts, there is 

general agreement that con-

verting city courts to county 

courts would be compli-

cated and costly. 

“If the county were to as-

sume the city court case-

loads, we would have 

pending cases, people on 

probation, people who have 

not paid their fines, so all of 

those cases would still be 

open,” Spitzer said. “Then 

you have people whose 

drivers’ licenses have been 

suspended. And there are 

cases where warrants have 

been issued. The adminis-

trative burden of sorting 

through all of that in addi-

tion to the ongoing daily ju-

dicial burden could become 

very complicated.”

About 1,800 cases were 

filed in 2019 in Marion City 

Court and 2020 filings are 

running ahead of last year, 

according to Marion City 

Clerk Kathi Kiley. The 2020 

budget for the court is about 

$190,000, with about a third 

of that amount offset by 

court-generated revenue. 

Cost is a considerable 

concern for county officials, 

including Mark Bardsley, 

chairman of the Board of 

Commissioners. 

“I would point out that 

the county court caseloads 

already show that we are 

well over the recommended 

workload for five county ju-

dicial officers. Adding more 

most likely would result in 

needing to request an addi-

tional judicial officer from 

the state,” Bardsley said. 

“In turn, that would re-

quire a need to locate, staff 

and equip another court-

room. Without an additional 

judicial officer, trying to ab-

sorb the workload of an-

other entire court would 

result in additional delays 

and backlog to an already 

overburdened system. We 

cannot afford additional de-

lays in criminal and civil 

proceedings,” he said. 

Grant County, based on 

the current court caseloads, 

could ask the Indiana Legis-

lature to create a new court 

or allow the county to ap-

point an additional magis-

trate. Spitzer said the 

county has been reluctant to 

do that because of the in-

volvement by the Legisla-

ture. 

Brian McLane, a Marion 

attorney, is the county’s 

only current magistrate. He 

serves in juvenile court. 

A more likely approach to 

manage the city court case-

load would be the appoint-

ment of a judicial referee or 

commissioner, which would 

not require legislative ap-

proval, Spitzer said. One 

advantage of a magistrate is 

that his or her salary would 

be paid by the state. The 

county would pay the salary 

of a referee or commis-

sioner. 

 

PUBLIC AUCTION 
5652E 900S, LaFontaine, IN 46940 

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020                 10:00 AM 
Allis Chalmers Tractor, Plows and More 

Allis Chalmers WD w/ wide front end; Allis Chalmers wheel weights; 2 Allis Chalmers two bottom 
plows; 2 walk behind horse drawn plows; garden plow; garden cultivators; fuel tank w/ electric 
pump; rims for duals; old livestock show box; leather horse harness; all kinds of plow parts; flatbed 
wagon w/ wood sides; homemade pig feeder; roll of chicken wire; antique  corn sheller w/electric 
motor; pile of scrap farm parts; metal Dari Dry calf formula bucket; wood wagon box; 2 wheel 
cart (wood wheels); wood boxes; platform scales; misc. 
 

Antiques, Vintage, Household and More 
Electric fireplace; currier and ives dishes, cups, glasses; cedar lined armoire; wood closet; table 
lamps; vintage clothes (jackets and coats); leather jacket; bowl and pitcher; 2 sewing machines; 
games; books; Andis clipper set; baby scale; quilting frame; CANNING JARS SOME GREEN; 
material; vintage suitcases; vases; cast iron bath tubs; wash tub; wash tub stands; wing back 
chairs; drop leave table; LEATHER BACK 1905 BRITANICA ENCYCLOPEDIAS; set of 1899 book 
of knowledge; wood rocking chair; wing back chairs; twin bed; gun rack; wood cabinets need 
repair; wood box; apple crate; one wood barrel; one large half wooden barrel; books; vintage 
portable record player; bassinet; table clothes; pictures; coolers; wood round wire spools; etc. 

ESTATE OF JOHN W. AND DOLORES SNYDER

Tony’s Auction 

Not the oldest-Not the largest-ALWAYS doing my best 

20 Turnpaugh Trail, Peru, IN 46970 
(765) 244-0534 
 
IN Lic.# AU8600979 
stoton@hotmail.com 
www.auctionzip.com #8625Tony Stout

Terms: cash, check w/photo ID, credit cards w/4% convenience fee, not responsible for accidents or items after 
sold. Pictures at gotoauction.com #8259

CASA to see $10,000 bump in funding for 2021
By Alan Miller 

 

You’ve likely seen the ad-

vertisement in the pages of 

the News Herald in recent 

weeks. The simple message 

says: “109 Children Waiting 

For a CASA in Grant 

County.” 

Before you can respond 

to that plea, you need to un-

derstand two acronyms: 

CHINS: It stands for 

Child in Need of Services, 

which is a child under the 

age of 18 who is neglected 

or abused and is unlikely to 

receive the needed remedy 

without the intervention of a 

court. The 109 children are 

CHINS cases. 

CASA: It stands for 

Court-Appointed Special 

Advocate, a not-for profit 

organization that was 

founded in Grant County in 

1988 to recruit and train 

volunteers to serve as advo-

cates for CHINS cases in 

court proceedings. 

The CASA program ini-

tially was a division of 

Family Service Society be-

fore it became an independ-

ent agency in 2001. 

“Every CHINS case is as-

signed, or is waiting to be 

assigned, to a CASA volun-

teer,” said Leslie Hendricks, 

Executive Director of the 

CASA program since 2009. 

“Since the ad was placed in 

the newspaper, the waiting 

list has grown to 132 chil-

dren. In addition, CASA 

volunteers currently are 

serving 168 children.” 

The waiting list has 

grown longer this year, in 

part because of the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

“Each volunteer is re-

quired to take 30 hours of 

training, plus observing 

CHINS hearings in court, 

and we simply have not 

been able to provide that 

training because of the 

virus,” Hendricks said. 

“The training needs to be 

provided in person. It just 

doesn’t work very well to 

do it virtually. 

See CASA, Page 5


