
The life of Joseph is 

one of the most amazing 

stories I have ever read. 

One must go back to 

Jacob, Joseph’s father, to 

understand what really 

took place. Jacob had 

made a deal with Laban, 

his future father-in-law, 

concerning Rachel. He 

was to work seven years 

and then marry Rachel. 

Laban tricked Jacob and 

switched Leah, the oldest 

daughter, instead of 

Rachel. Jacob never loved 

Leah but they had several 

children. After another 

seven years Jacob got to 

marry Rachel. At first she 

was barren and couldn’t 

have children. When God 

finally blessed her with a 

child, she had Joseph. 

No parent should have 

favorites, but Joseph was 

Jacob’s favorite. Even 

though Joseph was his 

dad’s favorite, there was 

truly something special 

about this young boy. It 

was obvious God had his 

hand on him. Joseph was 

despised by his brothers 

because of his great abili-

ties. It all came to a head 

when his brothers threw 

him in the pit. Not know-

ing what they should do, 

they then sold Joseph into 

slavery to a caravan pass-

ing by. He was taken to 

Egypt to be sold. 

The story takes Joseph 

from the pit to the pinna-

cle in Egypt where he 

ended up in the palace as 

Prime Minister, only an-

swering to Pharaoh. He 

was elevated to this posi-

tion because of his ability 

to interpret dreams. The 

journey wasn’t easy, but 

Joseph never faltered. 

Jesus said, “Ye are the 

light of the world, the salt 

of the earth,” and Joseph 

was just that, even to the 

pagan Egyptians. 

Due to this new posi-

tion, Joseph had the 

means and authority to 

save his own people. 

After twenty years of be-

lieving his son dead, 

Jacob was re-united with 

his son. The family was 

moved to Goshen where 

they had everything they 

needed. Life was now 

easy because of Joseph. 

After many years had 

passed, as Joseph was on 

his deathbed, he is now 

concerned about going 

home. Life in Egypt had 

been great, but it wasn’t 

home. He makes a star-

tling request. He could 

envision his people going 

home to Canaan, and he 

wanted them to take his 

bones with them when 

they left. He didn’t want 

his bones in foreign soil 

in a pagan land. He 

wanted them to be at 

home where his heart 

was. What an amazing 

statement from a dying 

man. 

This is now a wonder-

ful story of the bones of 

Joseph. We see a portrait 

of a great man. Now, on 

his death bed, we see a 

commanding and guiding 

intelligence still actively 

working. Joseph was still 

a man of strong and noble 

character, and he still ex-

hibited a unique personal 

touch. You could say that 

he was a self-made man 

because his life was one 

long contest. With great 

difficulties, he overcame 

them all. He was truly 

made by God, and what a 

creation he was. His 

greatness was obvious by 

his moral character. He 

lived just exactly what he 

believed, nothing waver-

ing. He was not a warrior, 

but a man of insight and 

foresight. He was a man 

of principles. Faith ruled 

and controlled his charac-

ter. In the country of pyr-

amids he ruled and died. 

A man that had ascended 

to great power in the land 

of the Nile. 

Beginning in Genesis 

37 we read about the life 

of Joseph. There are so 

many things we can learn 

from his life that can help 

us on our journey. Even 

though life has it’s twists 

and turns, ups and downs, 

God is still on the throne 

and He is still calling the 

shots. I get great satisfac-

tion studying Joseph’s life 

and his ability to be obe-

dient to his God, Jehovah. 

It should be a powerful 

lesson to each of us who 

read the story. 
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