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Oak Hill sweeps own cross country invitational
By Sean Douglas 

With the dawn of a new 

cross-country fall season 

comes lofty expectations 

for Paige Brunner and the 

Oak Hill Golden Eagles.  

And after a pair of suc-

cessful races in the Oak Hill 

Invitational on Saturday, the 

hype surrounding the 

Golden Eagles’ cross-coun-

try teams is warranted.  

The boys placed five in 

the top six and nine in the 

top 15, while the girls 

placed two in the top five 

and six in the top 15 as the 

Golden Eagles emerged vic-

torious in both races. The 

boys finished with a team 

score of 17, while the girls 

scored 42.  

In the boys race, junior 

Sol O’Blenis led the pack 

from the starting gun, fin-

ishing in first place overall 

with a blistering time of 16 

minutes, 50.6 seconds.  

“It’s a good win for him 

today,” Brunner said. 

“That’s not normally his 

style to go out that hard 

early, but we knew with the 

competition that he could 

do that and get away with 

it. That’s a good time for 

our course.” 

Sophomore Landon 

Biegel, one of the Golden 

Eagles most exciting up-

and-comers, placed second 

with a time of 17:03.2, 

while highly touted fresh-

man Owen Jackson placed 

third with a time of 

17:25.7.  

O’Blenis, Biegel, and 

Jackson were never threat-

ened, holding their posi-

tions throughout the en-

tirety of the race. They, to-

gether with senior Jacob 

Winger, who did not run on 

Saturday, form a tremen-

dous core of runners that 

Brunner will rely on 

throughout the season.   

“We’ve got a really good 

pack there,” Brunner said. 

“Jacob Winger, who is ar-

guably one of our top two 

or three guys didn’t run 

today, [but] we’ve got a re-

ally solid top-four right now 

with Sol, Owen, and Lan-

don, who are all underclass-

men.” 

Lucas Cates came in fifth 

(17:57.3), while Trenton 

Sweet, another freshman, 

placed sixth (18:16.0). 

“They ran relaxed today,” 

Brunner said. “We knew 

coming in that it was obvi-

ously on our course, and we 

knew the competition was 

going to be at a level that 

we should be able to win 

comfortably, and I think 

that helps. There is a lot of 

potential there.” 

In the early stages of the 

season, the Madison-Grant 

Argylls, under the direction 

of TJ Herniak, have made 

tremendous strides, and 

those improvements contin-

ued to show on Saturday.  

“I’m really proud of these 

kids in the way they’ve 

worked over the first part of 

the season”, Herniak said. 

“We’ve got some goals, and 

we are working towards 

them, and I can’t be prouder 

of these kids than I already 

am. They are working their 

tails off.”   

As a team, the Argylls’ 

boys team came in fifth 

with a score of 115. Gavin 

Kelich placed 19th 

(19:38.6), while Chad Har-

bert finished in 25th 

(19:54.5). 

“We don’t have the elite 

runners that Oak Hill has, 

but we’ve got a lot of really 

good athletes and we’ve got 

a lot of really good kids that 

are willing to work hard 

and do the best that they 

can do,” Herniak said. 

“That is translating into 

their times and into their 

finishes as a team.”  

In the girl’s race, despite 

missing two of their top 

runners in Grace Geller and 

Selah Jackson, the Golden 

Eagles prevailed. Kinzie 

Robey finished in fourth 

(21:36.9), while Kate 

Hornocker placed fifth 

(21:44.0).  

While it was not Robey’s 

best race or finish by her 

standards, Brunner was 

proud of how she legged it 

out on what would be con-

sidered an off day for the 

talented senior.  

With Geller and Jackson 

out, several younger Golden 

Eagles stepped up and car-

ried the mantle in their 

place. Freshmen Sadie Wis-

ner and Leah Highley 

placed 10th and 11th, while 

sophomore Emma Bledsoe 

came in 12th.  

For Madison-Grant, first-

year runner Emma Ewer 

continued her strong start to 

the season, placing 27th in a 

loaded field with a time of 

24:53.4 and becoming more 

comfortable with each 

meet.  

Indians
takes the lead from us.”   

Bolser led the Indians’ of-

fense with 10 kills, while 

Jazzy Nicholson recorded 

13 assists. Sophie Corey 

collected three digs on Mis-

sissinewa’s back row, while 

Nicholson and Katy Hosier 

each recorded one assist.  

While Havens was disap-

pointed in her team’s loss 

despite playing well for 

most of the final two sets, 

she is still encouraged at 

how well the Indians have 

performed in the season’s 

early stages.  

“I thought the struggles 

early, especially when we 

were dealing with some in-

juries and some internal is-

sues, I did think we would 

come out a little slower, 

maybe a little rockier,” 

Havens said. “But I’m very 

impressed with how driven 

this group of kids are. 

Whether it’s in practice or a 

game, they have the fight in 

them.” 

While their record no 

longer remains unblem-

ished, Thursday’s match 

gave Havens, and the team, 

a glimpse of what they need 

to work on going forward.  

“We have to be able to 

make adjustments with our 

block and still be able to 

make adjustments defen-

sively on the fly,” Havens 

said. “We are not really 

reading hitters or setters 

quite yet, but we will get 

there. They are making 

progress, but there is still 

room for improvement
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