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A week after giving up 42 

points in their loss to Delta, 

the Eastbrook defense 

looked to make a statement. 

In their first CIC contest 

of the season against Grant 

County rival Mississinewa, 

they did exactly that, forc-

ing five turnovers, two of 

which went for touch-

downs, and capitalizing on 

a number of short fields in a 

36-14 triumph over the In-

dians.  

The Panthers improved to 

2-1, 1-0 in the CIC, while 

the Indians fell to 0-3 on the 

season.  

“We did a great job of 

getting to the ball,” East-

brook Head Coach Jeff 

Adamson said. “So many of 

the scores were directly be-

cause of the defense or set 

up by the defense, and 

that’s fantastic. Coach 

[Nate] Brown had the guys 

really prepared, and I 

thought they really wanted 

to play well. We weren’t 

consistent last week, so it 

felt good.”  

The Panthers forced Mis-

sissinewa quarterback 

Landry Rock into three in-

terceptions, while also re-

covering a pair of fumbles.  

“They are a phenomenal 

defense and they are a phe-

nomenal program,” Mis-

sissinewa Head Coach Kyle 

Buresh said. “They are ex-

tremely disciplined and re-

ally tough. They are going 

to be really good this year. 

Huge credit to their staff 

and to their football pro-

gram.” 

While the Panthers’ de-

fense was the main factor in 

their victory, it was their 

special teams that allowed 

Eastbrook to set the tone of 

the contest. After the Indi-

ans went three-and-out to 

start the game, the ensuing 

punt was blocked by Brax-

ton Bowser, who recovered 

the ball at the Indians’ two-

yard line.  

On the next play, Isaiah 

Dalton scored from two 

yards out, giving the Pan-

thers a lead they would not 

relinquish.  

“At times, it felt sluggish 

for whatever reason, but 

there were a lot of big plays 

from defense or special 

teams that led to some very 

quick scores for us,” Adam-

son said.  

Eastbrook’s second pos-

session also went for six 

points, as quarterback Jett 

Engle capped up a 12-play, 

Dalian Leach continued 

his stellar senior campaign, 

scoring twice in the contest, 

while Evan Pearce added 

the game winner in the lat-

ter stages of the second 

half. Mark Sevier, Grant 

Elzinga, and Hank VanBib-

ber each collected assists, 

while O’Blenis recovered 

from an early goal allowed 

to make three saves in the 

winning effort.  

“Hats off to Oak Hill. 

Joel has done a nice job,” 

Marion Head Coach Jorge 

Berry said. “They have a 

good core of seniors, and 

they all play for each other. 

Not for themselves, but for 

each other, and it shows. 

They did really, really 

well.” 

JD Fagan scored Mar-

ion’s lone goal, while goal-

keeper Malik Smith was 

sturdy in net for the Giants, 

making 10 saves, including 

nine in the first half.  

After a handball infrac-

tion was committed by Oak 

Hill in the first five minutes 

of the contest, Marion capi-

talized, as Fagan connected 

on the ensuing penalty kick 

to give the Giants a 1-0 

lead.    

However, the Giants did 

not hold the advantage for 

long, as Leach answered 

with a brilliant goal of his 

own to tie the match at 1-1. 

VanBibber fired a perfect 

cross, and Leach made no 

mistake, sailing the ball 

over the head of Smith and 

into the back of the net.  

When Marion and Oak 

Hill get together, the con-

tests are usually physical in 

nature, and Wednesday 

night was no exception. 

However, after Leach’s 

goal, the Golden Eagles set-

tled into their gameplan, not 

allowing the game’s physi-

cality to affect their emo-

tions.  

“I talked to some of the 

guys and I talked to them as 

a group and said, ‘These are 

the things we need to work 

on and we need to play a 

mentally focused game,’” 

Garverick said. “I thought 

they responded well to that 

conversation.” 

On the defensive side of 

the pitch, Oak Hill made it 

a priority to keep Fagan, 

Kyle Coryea, and Alex 

Powell contained. Minus 

Fagan’s opening goal, Mar-

ion’s talented trio were kept 

under wraps.   

“The three of those play-

ers are very dynamic, but 

we made some adjustments, 

especially in the second 

half, to try to limit the ac-

cess they had to the ball,” 

Garverick said. “We tried to 

control the game in the 

midfield. You are never 

going to completely control 

those guys, but I thought 

our defenders did a really, 

really good job tonight of 

doing what they needed to 

do.”  

For the rest of the first 

half, Oak Hill asserted their 

will on Marion’s side of the 

pitch, firing 14 shots in the 

Smith’s direction. However, 

the senior was up to the 

task, making save after save 

to keep the game tied after 

the first 40 minutes of play.  

The two teams continued 

to battle in the opening 20 

minutes of the second half, 

with neither teams’ defense 

budging an inch. However, 

with 21:08 remaining, 

Leach was able to break 

through the Marion defense 

on an excellent feed from 

Elzinga, punching one past 

Smith to give Oak Hill a 2-

1 lead – one they would not 

relinquish.  

“Dalian has the athleti-

cism, but where he sepa-

rates himself is his technical 

ability,” Garverick said. 

“The amount of time that he 

has put in the last four years 

is just really incredible. 

He’s a testament to what 

hard work will get you. You 

know that Dalian is going 

to bring it and contribute on 

the offensive end every 

game.”  

Just over a minute after 

Leach’s second tally, Evan 

Pearce took advantage of a 

Marion defensive gaffe, 

providing the Golden Ea-

gles with insurance and a 

little cushion. Oak Hill 

played stellar defense the 

rest of the way, securing 

their sixth win in the 

process.  

With another tough 

stretch of matches coming 

up, Garverick is looking for 

his team to continue to take 

it one day, and one game, at 

a time.  

“It’s a next game up men-

tality,” Garverick said. “I 

preach that pretty much 

every day. One practice at a 

time and one game at a 

time. We have to continue 

to work on some tactical as-

pects of our game. In mo-

ments like these and games 

like these where the inten-

sity is high and the pressure 

is high, we have to keep our 

heads and keep our compo-

sure both mentally and tac-

tically and be able to 

execute the game plan.”  

While they lost the game, 

the Giants also lost two of 

their top stars. Coryea was 

given a red card late in the 

contest, which is an auto-

matic one-game suspension, 

while Fagan strained his 

hamstring, putting his status 

for future contests in jeop-

ardy.  

Regardless, for Berry and 

the Giants, the goal is to re-

group and put this game be-

hind them.  

“We lost this game, and 

we lost two very, very im-

portant players to our side,” 

Berry said. “We just have to 

get back and start again 

from the drawing board and 

break these things down. 

We cannot let this bother 

us, we can’t. This game is 

over, we just have to move 

on.” 

Eastbrook quarterback Jett Engle scans his options in the Panthers’ CIC opener against  
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