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Oak Hill won its second straight sectional title, its first repeat since 1991-1992.
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Champions

berth.

For the boys, Sol O’Blenis
finished in fifth place overall
with a time of 16:38.6, while
Jacob Winger finished right
behind him at 16:40.9. Lan-
don Biegel placed 10th
(17:15.5), while Owen Jack-
son came in 11th (17:23.0).
Southwood’s Braden Sweet
finished as the individual
sectional champion
(16:06.3).

In championship races, a
team’s final place or whether
they advance to the next
round can be determined by
how their fifth, sixth, and
even seventh runners per-
form. For Oak Hill, Lucas
Cates and Landon Ashley
were the difference, putting
forth season-best perform-
ances against stiff competi-
tion to help the Golden
Eagles retain their sectional
crown.

“Lucas Cates and Landon
Ashley, two guys that have
kind of been off the radar a
little bit for us this year, had
huge days,” Brunner said.
“They pushed Huntington’s
fourth back and they pushed
Wabash’s fourth back. Lan-
don’s our sixth man and he
pushed back Huntington’s
five down the stretch. Those
little points here and there
are the difference.”

Grant County will be rep-
resented in next weekend’s
regional, as sixth other run-
ners advanced as individuals,
including Mississinewa’s Jon
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Alsup (16th place — 17:51.4)
and Sam Bolden (27th place
—18:14.9), Eastbrook’s
Thane Syswerda (21st place
—18:03.9), Andrew Bryant
(24th place — 18:10.1), and
Devon Legg (36th place —
19:00.3), and Marion’s
Jonathan Reynolds (37th
place — 19:07.0).

In the girl’s race, Hunting-
ton North finished as sec-
tional champions with a
tremendous score of 21,
placing five runners in the
top seven spots. Junior Addi-
son Wiley won the individ-
ual crown, posting a blazing
time of 18:22.7.

For Oak Hill, Kinzie
Robey ran one of her best
races of the season, finishing
as the sectional runner-up
(20:01.5). Robey had great
burst off the starting line,
and held off Huntington’s
No. 2 runner, Hanna Whit-
ney, throughout the race.

“There is no shame what-
soever in taking second to
[Wiley.] You’re talking about
a state champion in track and
field,” Brunner said. “For
her to come in this meet, es-
pecially where she was at
about a month ago...to be in
a position where she was
county champ and confer-
ence champ and be a sec-
tional runner-up to a girl
who is going to be a top-10
finisher in the state meet, it
was a great day for her.”

Selah Jackson had a rare
off day, finishing in 12th
place (21:22.6), but Brunner
was pleased with how the
rest of his team performed.
Sadie Wisner place ninth
(21:03.4), Kate Hornocker
10th (21:09.7), Leah Highley
13th (21:41.5), and Emma
Bledsoe 14th (21:56.8).

“I thought the rest of the
girls competed well,” Brun-
ner said. “It wasn’t about
times. We knew we were a
strong second in this. There’s
no shame in taking second
and living to race again next
week and hopefully be in a
position to get back to semi-
state.”

Now, for Brunner and the
Golden Eagles, the focus
shifts to an always competi-
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tive regional.

“We have our sights set on
bigger things,” Brunner said.
We are about the team right
now, and in the next couple
of weeks, we will get faster
and faster.”

Eastbrook also advanced
to the regional, finishing in
third with a team score of
88. The Panthers placed four
in the top 20, including
Olivia Howell (8th place —
20:34.8), Claire Lakanen
(18th place — 22:31.7), Re-
becca Hammond (19th place
—22:32.7), and Josie Goble
(20th place — 22:39.1).

“I am so proud of them,”
Eastbrook Head Coach Lexi
Eckleberry said about her
squad. “Coming into it, we
kind of knew that third place
was going to end up being
the goal, and they did ex-
actly what they needed to do.
I am just super proud of
them.”

It was also a special day
for Marion, who saw their
girls advance to the regional
for the first time in six years
with a fourth place finish
(152). Behind the coaching
of Matthew Lakes, the son of
Marion legend Terry Lakes,
the Giants have seen tremen-
dous growth and progres-
sion, especially on the girls
team, through the season.

“We are really young, but
it’s a great way to end
[today,]” Lakes said. “I
thought they ran great. We
didn’t have a lot of PR’s, but
we did enough to get there. I
thought they raced competi-
tively. It was great.

“With younger girls, espe-
cially, you just want to be
careful. You don’t want to
overwork them. You don’t
want to do too much. I
thought we trained really
well since the summer. Once
we hit that peak where our
pack got close, it just kept
them going and really drove
them.”

Madison-Grant will also
have representatives in the
regional round, as both
Lacey Mayfield (21st place —
22:39.7) and Emma Ewer
(27th place — 23:21.3) quali-
fied as individuals.

** HUGE PRECISION & MACHINE "
SHOP TooL AUCTION
Bozo KIDDIE RIDE
COLLECTIBLE SCOOTERS & PARTS

JAPANESE OLYMPIA EVOLUTION MODEL TOKEN MACHINE
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM

SAT., OCT. 24 - 10:00 A.M.
5243 S. ADAMS ST., MARION, IN

I

TERRY PRICE
WAYNE PAVEY
AU710300114

- ERIc DRAPER
mm  AU170200060

Precision Tools - Kennedy Tool Chests & Boxes -
Large Craftsman Roller Cabinet & Chest - Hand &
Power Tools - Shop Items - Power Washers -
Cabinets - Yard Items - Thousands of Items

Photos on www.priceleffler.com and auctionzip.com

" PRICE-LEFFLER
AC63003873
COMPLETE SALES SERVICE

5875 S. 700 E.
GAs Crty, IN 46933

ROBERT PAVEY
AU11400059

MERV LEFFLER
765-674-4818
AU01016000

DANIEL MATTUCCI g
AU11800054 L




