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bachelor-to-Ph.D. program at 

Indiana University-Blooming-

ton when the state hit one of its 

famous recessionary periods in 

the summer of 1977, and there 

was no income for graduate stu-

dents.  My clinic director told 

me if I wanted to eat, I’d better 

find a job,” he said.   

Kuczora spotted an ad that 

had been posted in an IU aca-

demic building by the Grant-

Blackford Mental Health 

Clinic, seeking someone to 

crunch U.S. Census numbers 

for a Federal grant application.  

“Fortunately, numbers have 

never been a challenge for me,” 

he said. “I applied and got the 

job. When I came to Marion, I 

was fortunate to have a wonder-

ful staff family at the clinic who 

hosted me for the summer.” 

At the end of the summer, 

Kuczora was offered a job as 

the first program planning and 

evaluator staff person at the 

clinic. He never left. 

Grant-Blackford was incor-

porated as a clinic in 1968 and 

transitioned to a comprehensive 

community mental health cen-

ter in 1975. Kuczora was 

named acting executive director 

in 1980, and the position be-

came permanent a year later. 

His title later was changed to 

President/CEO. 

Over the past 40 years, Kuc-

zora said substance abuse and 

addiction have changed the 

course of the mental health pro-

fession. 

“When I was in school the 

only topic was mental illness, 

Certainly addiction was dis-

cussed from a biological per-

spective and in terms of its 

impact and consequences on 

family performance and respon-

sibility within the community,” 

he said. “But we were defi-

nitely a mental health industry. 

We all had to take more train-

ing, but fortunately much of 

that could be offered at the 

local level.” 

 Marianne “Mari” DiMatteo 

was chosen to succeed Kuczora 

after a three-month search that 

attracted 75 applications from 

32 states. She began work in 

September, but Kuczora agreed 

to stay on for two months. 

Although the Kuczora family 

will continue to live in Marion, 

the community officially said 

farewell and expressed its ap-

preciation at a reception Friday 

night at the Garden House at 

Matter Park. 

During the ceremony, State 

Rep. Ann Vermilion presented 

Kuczora with a Sagamore of 

the Wabash Award on behalf of 

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb. 

And the Cornerstone Behav-

ioral Health Center on Wabash 

Avenue was renamed the Paul 

G. Kuczora Center. Paul Kuczora

from Dr. Paige Cunning-

ham, Taylor’s interim 

president. 

The new Upland clinic 

will become a part of the 

IU Health network, which 

will mark the first pres-

ence in Grant County of 

one of Indiana’s major 

health networks. IU Health 

currently operates the for-

mer Blackford County 

Hospital in Hartford City 

and Ball Memorial Hospi-

tal in Muncie. 

The Taylor news release 

said the affiliation with IU 

Health would enable the 

Riegles to continue serv-

ing the community as the 

couple has done for 23 

years. Both doctors did 

their medical residencies 

at Ball Memorial Hospital. 

“While we do not have 

an exact date for the re-

opening, the current plan 

is to be up and running 

within 60 days,” the news 

release said, “The Riegles 

are contemplating provid-

ing Telemed services in 

the interim.” 

Taylor’s Invitation Pro-

gram also was housed in 

the building and sus-

pended because of the 

Covid 19 pandemic, but it 

is due to resume opera-

tions. While the Upland 

Pharmacy will remain in 

the facility, additional 

space is available. Inter-

ested tenants should con-

tact Ron Sutherland at 

Taylor. 

“This gift will stabilize 

our healthcare services to 

the community, to our em-

ployees and to our stu-

dents for years to come. It 

will also generate financial 

resources to help us fulfill 

our mission of educating 

servant leaders, marked 

with a passion to minister 

Christ’s redemptive love 

and truth to a world in 

need,” the news release 

said.
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