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Oak Hill heading back to semi-state

By Sean Douglas  

 

In the world of high-

school cross country, where 

bigger schools like Hunt-

ington North, Fort Wayne 

South Side, Norwell, and 

Carmel, to name a few, tend 

to dominate, Oak Hill has 

continued to prove year 

after year in Paige Brun-

ner’s tenure at the helm that 

they belong in the conversa-

tion of one state’s best cross 

country programs.  

On Saturday morning at 

the IWU Cross Country 

Course, Oak Hill’s tremen-

dous legacy continued, as 

both the Golden Eagles 

boys and girls teams ad-

vanced to the semi-state. 

The boys finished in second 

with a score of 71, while 

the girls placed third with a 

score of 82. Bellmont won 

the boys regional with a 

score of 50, while Hunting-

ton North won the girls race 

with score of 59. Braeden 

Sweet of Southwood fin-

ished as the individual boys 

champions, while Addison 

Wiley won her second 

straight individual regional 

championship for the 

Vikings.  

The Oak Hill boys 

punched their ticket to their 

fifth straight semi-state and 

their 17th in the last 19 sea-

sons, while the girls ad-

vanced to their seventh 

straight semi-state race and 

10 of the last 12. Both are 

state records for schools 

with a student population of 

under 650.  

“I don’t have any com-

plaints for [either] of our 

teams,” Oak Hill Head 

Coach Paige Brunner said. 

“We ran really well and had 

a lot of season bests and a 

lot of improvement from 
Landon Biegel ran his best race on Saturday, placing 10th 

for the Golden Eagles in their second place finish.  
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Eastbrook’s Olivia Howell and Oak Hill’s Sadie Wis-

ner battle for position in the girls regional race at 

IWU. Photo by Sean DouglasSee Semi, Page 7

Panthers win CIC championship, close regular season with victory over Madison-Grant
        By Sean Douglas  

As a season progresses, 

teams strive to be playing 

their best football once the 

calendar hits October.  

Safe to say, the Eastbrook 

Panthers looked primed and 

ready for the postseason on 

Friday night against Madi-

son-Grant, using a domi-

nant first half effort and 

stout play in all three phases 

to defeat the Argylls 61-8 in 

the regular season finale.  

“We had a really good 

week of practice. I think 

they were really honed in 

on what they were supposed 

to do,” Eastbrook Head 

Coach Jeff Adamson said. 

“I thought that was really 

good.”  

Along with winning their 

seventh straight contest, the 

Panthers also clinched the 

outright CIC championship 

in the process.  

“It’s always one of the 

goals,” Adamson said. “Al-

though we weren’t together 

all through June, we were 

still talking about it in 

Zoom meetings and things 

like that. It’s a neat deal. It’s 

a great thing.”  

The Panthers wasted little 

time, scoring the first time 

they touched the ball. After 

the Argylls went three-and-

out to start the game, Jason 

Hale collected the ensuing 

punt at the M-G 45-yard 

and ran untouched into the 

end zone, giving the Pan-

thers a lead they would not 

relinquish.  

Eastbrook scored on their 

next six possessions, taking 

advantage of short fields 

and running their offense to 

perfection. Isaiah Dalton 

scored on a 10-yard rushing 

touchdown and a 15-yard 

receiving touchdown on 

back-to-back drives, and an 

interception by Dalton on 

the Argylls’ following pos-

session set up Eastbrook’s 

fourth score – a two-yard 

touchdown by Alden 

Miller.  

While the Eastbrook 

rushing attack was as potent 

as it always is, the Panthers’ 

passing game was also im-

pressive. Jett Engle only at-

tempted five passes, but 

four of them were com-

pleted and two of them 

went for scores, including a 

beautiful 30-yard strike to 

Logan Collins down the 

right sideline for the Pan-

thers’ fifth score.  

Coming over from West-

ern, Engle has fit in seam-

lessly with the Panthers’ 

program, and his throwing 

prowess adds another wrin-

kle to an already high-pow-

ered offense.  

“He’s just very intelli-

gent,” Adamson said of 

Engle. “He’s very competi-

tive. He does the option 

stuff really well for us too. 

He’s a dynamic player for 

us and a great fit with the 

rest of the guys.” 

Miller and Hale added 

two more touchdown runs 

in the first half, giving the 

Panthers a 47-0 lead at half-

time.  

Despite their deficit, 

however, the Argylls never 

quit, continuing to battle 

with the Panthers through-

out the contest.   

“Coach [Brady]Turner 

has them going,” Adamson 

said. “They did things right 

and fundamentally well, 

and they never stopped 

playing. Regardless of what 

the score was, they were 

still going hard.”  

The Argylls’ lone touch-

down came late in the third 

quarter as a result of sound 

blocking and strong, hard-

nosed running. Trey Vetor 

took an outside stretch run 

51 yards to the red zone, 

and Tanner Brooks capped 

off the drive with a six-yard 

touchdown.  

“That’s what we keep 

telling them – play the en-

tire game like it’s the first 

play,” Turner said. “That’s 

what we preach to them, 

and for the most part, they 

did that I thought.”  

Eastbrook added two 

more touchdowns in the 

fourth quarter – a 59-yard 

See Panthers, Page 8
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Class A CDL drivers AND Driver Trainees!

260-274-0393 
1090 Manchester Avenue 

Wabash, IN 46992

Trainees will be paid while un dergoing 

a comprehensive training program with one 

of our experienced drivers. Once training 

is complete and a CDL is obtained the trainee 

will be placed in a driver position 

within our growing com pany. 

Wabash Trucking offers competitive pay, 

health insurance, and retirement plans.

Visit www.wabashtrucking.com 

to apply today!


