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As we gather around the 

dinner table this Thanksgiv-

ing let us truly be thankful 

for all the blessings we 

have been given. 

I realize the dinner table 

may look different this year 

as the pandemic has caused 

many to reduce the number 

of place settings at their an-

nual dinner.  

I know personally our 

family will be staying 

home, only having dinner 

with our immediate family. 

I have had conversations 

with my sister about figur-

ing out a way to ZOOM my 

family either before or after 

the meal, just to see every-

one. Although even that I 

have heard may be differ-

ent, as my brother who lives 

in Lincoln is not sure he 

will be attending the 

Thanksgiving dinner with 

my mother, sister and her 

family. 

For some, like my 

brother, the concern of 

spreading COVID-19 is just 

that great. Both my brother 

and his wife have been 

working from home for 

months, isolating them-

selves from others when-

ever possible. On the rare 

occasion my brother visits 

my mother who is one hour 

away from him, he has been 

careful to do outdoor activi-

ties with my mom and keep 

a distance and wear a mask 

if he goes inside her house. 

With all those extremes 

he is taking, I cannot even 

begin to justify driving 

from Indiana to Nebraska 

with my family with each 

of the girls coming from 

their respective universities.    

 I have seen on TV where 

people have created ZOOM 

groups where people each 

make a favorite dish and 

then get on zoom and eat 

that dish simultaneously. I 

am not sure my family 

would chose to do this, 

however, I do believe gath-

ering around the computer 

here in Indiana and then 

having my Nebraska family 

gather around my mother’s 

computer for a chat might 

be worth doing. 

It will not replace the 

Thanksgiving tradition of 

years past where one year 

we would travel to Ne-

braska for my mother’s fa-

mous apple crumb pie and 

the other year to Minnesota 

to be with Larry’s family. 

And then at Christmas we 

would go the opposite di-

rection. 

But, for this year, we will 

do what we need to do and 

stay put.  

So far, no one in our im-

mediate family or extended 

family has come down with 

COVID-19.  

I pray we can continue to 

be COVID-19 free and will 

continue to do our best to 

keep all safe. In doing so, as 

I have already said, I will 

try to figure out the best 

way to let all know they are 

loved and cared about. 

One great way to express 

your love to those who you 

cannot physically be with 

this holiday season is 

through remembrance of 

days past. It might be send-

ing a card of thanks, a 

phone call filled with mem-

ories or an email or text. 

However, you chose to 

communicate with your 

loved ones, I would 

strongly encourage you to 

do just that this holiday sea-

son. 

I would say now more 

than ever people need each 

other. People also need to 

know that they are not 

alone and that they are 

loved. 

 In this culture where 

many are quick to speak 

their mind and dismiss oth-

ers’ opinions, let us find 

kind and caring things to 

build each other up.  

Let us remember that 

each one of us was placed 

on this earth for a very spe-

cial purpose. Let us focus 

on those small moments, re-

flecting on past holidays 

where we were able to 

gather together in unspeci-

fied numbers, where social 

distancing was not a con-

cern. Let this be the time 

that we are unselfish and 

giving as Thanksgiving is 

designed for by keeping 

everyone safe so that next 

year we can return to the 

way things were before the 

pandemic with all of our 

loved ones still with us. 

And, let this Thanksgiv-

ing be the bright spot in 

2020 and the beginning of 

turning the corner on what 

has been a very trying year.  

Thanksgiving thoughtfulness
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Deaths                              continued from Page 1                                                                                     
At the family’s request, 
there will not be any visi­
tation or funeral service 
at this time.  
 
Marie E. Ray 
1927­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Holy Family 
Catholic Church, Gas 
City, on Saturday, Nov. 
14 at 10:30 am. Burial 
followed at Riverside 
Cemetery.  
 
Ruth E. Horn  
1929­2020 
The family will receive 
visitors from 11 am to 1 
pm on Tuesday, Nov. 17 
at Needham­Storey­
Wampner Funeral Serv­
ice, North Chapel. 
Immediately following 
the time of visitation, a 
funeral service to cele­
brate Horn’s life will 

begin at 1 pm. Burial will 
follow at Grant Memo­
rial Park.  
 
Phyllis E. Brown 
1936­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Armes­Hunt Fu­
neral Home, Fairmount, 
on Wednesday, Nov. 11 
at 2 pm. Burial followed 
at Park Cemetery.  
 
J.D. Dunbar II 
1968­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Christian Bible 
Church, Marion, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 at 6 
pm. Cremation followed.  
 
Sharon Lynn Green 
1945­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Church of God of 
Prophecy, Gas City, on 
Sunday, Nov. 15 at 2 pm.  

 
August L. Loftis 
1935­2020 
At Loftis’ request, there 
will be no services.  
 
James Edward Roush 
1939­2020 
A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.  
 
Judy A. McKinney 
1947­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Grant Memorial 
Park, Marion, on Thurs­
day, Nov. 12 at 1 pm.  
 
John W. Copeland  
1922­2020 
Funeral services were 
held at Raven­Choate 
Funeral Home, on Friday, 
Nov. 13 at 1 pm. Burial 
followed at Grant Me­
morial Park. 

Ray Johnson named Champion of Month by City of Marion
Ray John son has flown 

to great heights to cham pi -

on for Mar i on & Grant 

Coun ty through a spe cial 

avi a tion and autocraft 

event con sid ered as a vital 

part of the community’s 

heritage.  

John son was born and 

raised in Elwood until 

age six, then grew up on 

a big farm between Mar i on 

and Gas City. He grad u at ed 

from Mis sissinewa High 

School, before earning an 

associate degree in Elec tri -

cal Engi neer ing Tech nol o -

gy in Ft. Wayne. John son 

was a loy al employ ee of 

Amer i can Elec tric Pow er 

and retired after 42 years.  

When he was a boy, his 

uncle land ed a small plane 

on his fam i ly farm. The 

child hood event sparked 

a pas sion that keeps grow -

ing. He now owns and flies 

two vin tage air planes and 

holds a Pri vate Pilot’s li-

cense. 

In 1991, John son thought 

of a way to bring peo ple to 

the area while help ing 

a local orga ni za tion. That 

dream mate ri al ized into 

what is now renowned as 

the Fly/ In Cruise/ In, 

a grand event fea tur ing 

a vari ety of vin tage and 

unique air craft and au-

tocraft. Now approach-

 ing 30 years of exis tence, 

the mega event held at the 

Mar i on Air port attracts air 

and auto pro fes sion als and 

enthu si asts from all over 

the coun try and beyond. 

John son has been the coor -

di na tor since year one. The 

event holds 501(c)(3) non -

prof it sta tus, has a board of 

direc tors, and is sup port ed 

by many ded i cat ed vol un -

teers and spon sors 

each year.  

Indiana  

History  

Answers

1.  7:00 am   

2. 7:00 am   

3. 6:00 am 

4.  5:00 am   

5. 1:00 pm   

6. 4:00 pm

See Johnson, Page 4

Ray Johnson


