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By Sean Douglas  

 

For the seventh consecu-

tive year, Jonesboro held 

their annual Trunk or Treat 

event downtown, providing 

a safe way for children and 

their families to take part in 

Halloween festivities and 

bring the community to-

gether for a fun event.  

Trunk-or-Treat is a long-

standing Halloween tradi-

tion in which people gather 

at a central location, usually 

a church, school, or street, 

and hand out candy from the 

trunk of their cars. Keeping 

with the spirit of the holi-

day, cars are decorated with 

thematic flair, and children 

travel from vehicle to vehi-

cle collecting their favorite 

Halloween treats.  

Jonesboro’s event was 

held right off Main Street, 

and while there were not as 

many cars as there were in 

previous years, the commu-

nity still showed up over the 

course of the four-hour 

event.  

With a variety of different 

themes such as Spongebob, 

the Little Mermaid, and 

countless others, volunteers 

and Jonesboro residents 

helped to create exciting 

and lasting memories in 

what has been a tough year.  

“It builds community,” 

event spokeswoman Kim 

Purvis of the Jonesboro In-

diana Park said. “It helps 

kids come together. We gave 

them hot dogs, popcorn, and 

hot chocolate. It’s a good 

community event. That’s 

what our intentions are.” 

Purvis admitted that due 

to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, numbers at this 

year’s event were down sig-

nificantly. However, those 

who did show up, even if 

for a brief time, seemed to 

enjoy their experience.  

“This year, we haven’t 

had as many trunks because 

of COVID, but [we went 

through] 500 hot dogs and 

we gave out 100 pumpkins 

as well,” Purvis said.  

Purvis hopes that by this 

time next year, the COVID 

pandemic will be in the 

rearview mirror, and that 

more people will take part 

in what has become a joy-

ous, family tradition for the 

town of Jonesboro.  

“Every year it grows. 

Every year we have to in-

crease what we give,” 

Purvis said. “We want peo-

ple to know about Jones-

boro and we want people to 

come to Jonesboro and 

build up our community. We 

want people to have pride in 

the community and just 

show that we are a good 

place to live.” 

Cars were lined up down Fourth Street in Jonesboro, each with a different theme, includ-

ing the Little Mermaid. Photo by Sean Douglas 

Jonesboro holds seventh annual Trunk-or-Treat event downtown

Second round of Manufacturing Readiness Grants 

awarded to 31 Indiana businesses
The Indiana Economic 

Development Corporation 

(IEDC), in partnership with 

Conexus Indiana, an-

nounced the second round 

of awards totaling approxi-

mately $3 million to 31 In-

diana businesses in 

Manufacturing Readiness 

Grants, which Governor 

Eric J. Holcomb first an-

nounced in May.  

A Grant County firm was 

among those receiving the 

grants, part of the Economic 

Activity Stabilization and 

Enhancement (EASE) pro-

gram designed to stimulate 

manufacturing investments 

that will position Hoosier 

operations, and the sector 

overall, for future growth 

and prosperity.  

“It’s truly incredible to 

see manufacturers across 

the state of Indiana rise to 

the unprecedented chal-

lenges of this year,” said In-

diana Secretary of 

Commerce Jim Schellinger. 

“The response we continue 

to see from the Manufactur-

ing Readiness Grant pro-

gram is remarkable, and I 

am encouraged by the 

progress we’ve seen in get-

ting these businesses back 

on track.”  

The 31 manufacturers re-

ceiving grants represent 21 

Indiana counties and cover 

a wide range of specialties, 

including automotive, aero-

space and defense, agricul-

ture, machinery and 

construction, consumer 

packaging products, and 

health care and medical. To-

gether, these businesses 

plan to invest more than 

$19.3 million in technology 

and equipment to position 

their businesses for future 

growth by increasing capac-

ity and modernizing opera-

tions. Four of the 

manufacturers – EARL So-

lutions LLC, Helmer Scien-

tific LLC, Hightech Signs 

and Trinity Guardion LLC – 

are accelerating operational 

investments in health care 

manufacturing technology 

to support critical COVID-

19 response efforts. 

Huhtamaki, founded in 

2012 and located in Marion, 

was the only Grant County 

manufacturer awarded a 

grant, receiving $10,000. 


