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[WU point guard Gabby Suarez dribbles the ball up the floor in the Wildcats contest

against Cardinal Stritch. Photo by Sean Douglas

tory.

Groninger finished the
contest with 10 points and
five rebounds, while
Damman, together with
freshmen Jordan Reid and
Klair Merrell, combined for
30 points. Damman, in her
Wildcat debut, finished
with 11 points on three-of-
four shooting from the
perimeter, while Reid col-
lected 10 points. Merrell
added a pair of buckets in

the game’s latter stages.
“Each one of those
girls...they all have those
same intangibles,” Whaley
said. “There’s just good bal-
ance. | feel like we compli-
ment each other well. Long
way to go, nonetheless, but
the intangibles and the char-
acter of our team, I’m really
proud of and happy about.”
After two really impres-
sive victories to start their
2020-2021 campaign, in-

cluding their season open-
ing, 80-61 triumph over
Governors State University,
Whaley is just looking for
his team to continue mov-
ing in the right direction.

“We have to be consis-
tent,” Whaley said. “We
have played good in spurts,
but we still had bad quarters
and bad stretches. We just
have to be more consis-
tent.”

Semi

better understanding.
He’s playing hard. You
have to motivate kids
sometimes, and they have
to understand that every
play has to be like the last
play. I think he has an un-
derstanding of that now.”

The Giants’ defense has
had a penchant for making
big plays, and they did so
again on Friday night.
They got consistent pres-
sure on South Side quarter-
backs Quincy English and
Roosevelt Norfleet
throughout the evening,
and middle linebacker JeK-
wan Williams led the
charge, collecting three
sacks, including one for a
safety, and a fumble recov-
ery late in the game.

“We just keep swing-
ing,” Bell said. “We
brought a little pressure,
and we got some good
plays. That’s how we got
the safety and several
sacks.”

Stamps 45-yard run to
start Marion’s first drive
set the tone, as the Giants
quickly and efficiently
moved down the field.
After nine straight runs to
begin the possession, Mar-
ion quarterback Cubie
Jones hit Josh Balfour on a
slant route for an 11-yard
score, giving the Giants an
advantage they would not
relinquish.

Late in the first quarter,
the Archers put together a
touchdown drive of their
own, using a 56-yard scam-
per by English and a 25-
yard touchdown pass from

Norfleet to Trevor Hapner
to cut Marion’s lead to 7-6.
But the Giants responded
accordingly, driving 72
yards on six plays and tak-
ing advantage of several
South Side penalties.

On a 4th-and-5 from the
12-yard line, Stamps fol-
lowed his blocking, scoring
his first touchdown of the
evening to give the Giants
a 14-6 lead.

Stamps scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the first
half late in the second
quarter, capping off a 10-
play, 71-yard drive with a
four-yard run to put Mar-
ion up 21-6 heading into
halftime.

Baity, who was forced
into the lineup after
Malachi Silmon went down
with an injury early in the
first quarter, made the most
of his opportunity. On Mar-
ion’s third scoring drive,
the junior rushed four
times for 24 yards, helping
the Giants’ offense con-
tinue to click on all cylin-
ders, and finished with 109
yards total — 81 of which
came in the second half.

“At running back,
Malachi got hurt, and that
took us out of some of the
things that we normally
do,” Bell said. “But Win-
ston came in and did a
good job and ran hard. The
guys that had to step up
stepped up tonight.”

South Side made it inter-
esting early in the second
half. The Giants forced the
Archers to punt, but a spe-
cial teams gaffe led to a
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fumble and a South Side
recovery, which gave them
excellent field position at
the Marion 23-yard line.
The Archers took advan-
tage, scoring their second
touchdown of the contest
on a six-yard run from
Matthew Morris, and the
ensuing two-point conver-
sion made it a one-score
game at 21-14.

However, with momen-
tum seemingly swinging in
the other direction, the
Marion offense helped the
Giants regain control of the
contest. Marion ran nearly
eight minutes off the clock,
using a combination of
Stamps and Baity to drive
down the field with ease,
and a Kyle Coryea 25-yard
field goal put the Giants
back up by two scores at
24-14.

From there, the Giants’
defense did the rest.
Halfway through the fourth
quarter, back-to-back sacks
by the Marion defense led
to a safety, putting the Gi-
ants up 26-14, and a nine-
yard touchdown by Baity
on their ensuing drive put
the game on ice.

“We continued to do
what we do,” Bell said.
“We [controlled] the ball,
we got first down, and we
scored when we needed to
score and took advantage
of what they gave us. 'm
very proud of them.”

Marion will host Delta
this coming Friday for the

Sectional 20 championship.

Kickoff is scheduled for 7
pm.

Tuesday, November 3

5 pm—WB—Madonna Uni-
versity @ Indiana Wesleyan

University

7 pm—MB—Madonna Uni-
versity @ Indiana Wesleyan

University

7 pm—WB—Taylor Univer-
sity @ Concordia University

Wednesday, November 4

7 pm—WV—Taylor Uni-
versity @ University of
Saint Francis

7:45 pm—GB—Oak Hill @
Norwell

Thursday, November 5

7 pm—WV—Goshen Col-
lege @ Indiana Wesleyan
University

7:30 pm—GB—Northfield
(@ Mississinewa

7:30 pm—GB—Marion @
Pendleton Heights

Friday, November 6
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TICKETS

Sports Schedule

3 pm—WB—Taylor Univer-
sity @ Cornerstone Univer-
sity

3 pm—WCC—Indiana Wes-
leyan University @ Cross-
roads League Championship
3 pm—WCC—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Crossroads
League Championship

4 pm—MCC—Indiana Wes-
leyan University @ Cross-
roads League Championship
4 pm—MCC—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Crossroads
League Championship

6 pm—MB—-Lincoln Col-
lege @ Indiana Wesleyan
University (Caleb Dimmich
Memorial Classic)

7 pm—F—Madison-Grant
@ South Adams (Sectional
43 Championship)

7 pm—F—Delta @ Marion
(Sectional 20 Champi-

onship)
7 pm—WV—Goshen Col-
lege @ Taylor University
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7:30 pm—GB—Peru @
Oak Hill

Saturday, November 7
TBA—MS—Crossroads
League Quarterfinals for
IWU and Taylor
TBA—WS—Taylor Univer-
sity @ Grace College

1 pm—WB—Indiana Wes-
leyan University @ Thomas
More College

2:30 pm—GB—-Delta @
Madison-Grant

2:30 pm—GB—Marion @
Harrison

4 pm—MB—Taylor Univer-
sity @ Indiana University
Northwest

6 pm—WV—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Indiana Wesleyan
University

Monday, November 9
5 pm—WB—Madonna Uni-
versity @ Taylor University
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.INDIANABEACH.COM




