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As the head of the County 

Health Department, Dr. 

Moore has considerable au-

thority to declare a health 

emergency and impose re-

strictions in both public and 

commercial conduct, but 

said at this time he does not 

intend to exercise the pow-

ers that the law gives him. 

He said he would defer to 

the mandates and directives 

coming from the state 

health commissioner and 

Gov. Eric Holcomb. 

He said that at the local 

level he prefers that the au-

thority be exercised by the 

locally elected leaders. 

He said he was “going to 

try to not have to close any 

local businesses.” 

“We need elected officials 

to show the courage to lead 

and encourage people to do 

what we know they must 

do:  Wear the masks, dis-

tance from each other and 

reduce the numbers of peo-

ple who are gathering in 

places,” he said. “We sim-

ply have not done the things 

we can do to save lives.” 

“It is going to have to be 

the people you have elected 

who will provide the leader-

ship.” 

Dr. Moore, who is an ob-

stetrician, has been critical 

of Marion and Grant 

County’s compliance with 

health recommendations 

since early in the pandemic.  

As early as July and Au-

gust, when local numbers 

were increasing in single-

digit increments, the health 

officer cautioned that is was 

“more by luck than skill” 

that the numbers  remained 

low. In recent weeks the 

daily number of positive 

COVID-19 cases has been 

creeping up into double dig-

its and in the past week has 

been approaching 100 day, 

with a total fast approaching 

3.500 cases since March. 

The number of deaths at-

tributed to the virus has 

now passed 50.   

Dr. Moore said Marion 

General Hospital has thus 

far been able to keep up 

with the COVID-19 de-

mands, but said the hospital 

staff is exhausted by the re-

lentless stream of those 

needing treatment and hos-

pitalization. 
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By Sean Douglas  

Though the event was 

much different than it has 

been in previous years due 

to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, the Grant 

County Rescue Mission’s 

annual Turkey Day 5K was 

once again a success, as 

people from all over Mar-

ion came together to help 

provide nutritious and deli-

cious meals to those in 

need across the commu-

nity.  

The Turkey Day 5K has 

been a staple of Marion 

Thanksgiving Day tradi-

tions over the past 21 years 

but had only recently come 

under the jurisdiction of 

the Grant County Rescue 

Mission. Thursday’s event 

marked the fourth under 

the current administration.  

“Despite the fact that it’s 

a fundraiser, the Turkey 

Day 5K is much more 

about engaging our com-

munity, introducing them 

to the ministry of the Grant 

County Rescue Mission, 

and [giving] us an opportu-

nity to help build commu-

nity,” Grant County Rescue 

Mission Director of Min-

istry Ray Rodarte said. 

“It’s a really fun event.” 

Previous events hosted 

300-400 participants who 

dressed up in costumes and 

gathered at the YMCA be-

fore embarking on a 5K 

route around the city. Cof-

fee, hot chocolate, and 

breakfast items were also 

made available for all par-

ticipants. According to Ro-

darte, it was a 

“marathon-type atmos-

phere without the 

marathon.”  

This year, due to 

COVID-19 concerns, the 

event was held virtually. 

Participants were encour-

aged to post pictures on 

Facebook and other social 

media platforms using the 

hashtag #GCRMTurkey-

Day5K.  

While this year’s event 

did not draw the same level 

of participation it usually 

does, Rodarte was nonethe-

less pleased with the num-

ber of people who took 

part in the 5K to support to 

the Grant County Rescue 

Mission.  

“We waited to cancel 

[the live event] until last 

week because we wanted 

to give every opportunity 

to actually hold the 

[event,]” Rodarte said. “It 

really stinks to invest all of 

that time and energy into 

something and realize there 

was a very real possibility 

it wasn’t going to happen.  

“That was a struggle, but 

our community always 

shows up. We were able to 

post a lot of pictures on 

Facebook of people who 

tagged themselves. People 

really responded well to 

this going virtual. Every-

body was very understand-

ing.”  

As they do each year, the 

Grant County Rescue Mis-

sion designs a Turkey Day 

5K shirt. This year’s design 

features a mask-wearing 

turkey and the statement, 

“That One Year.” Accord-

ing to Rodarte, “We don’t 

want to talk about 2020 

anymore.”  

While the 2020 Turkey 

Day 5K was different than 

any other that came before 

it, the Grant County Res-

cue Mission accomplished 

its goals. They brought the 

community together and 

continued to serve the peo-

ple of Marion during this 

tumultuous time.  

“We are very proud to be 

in downtown Marion as an 

organization,” Rodarte 

said. “We do a lot to lift up 

our community. All of our 

events are about pouring 

into our community. It isn’t 

about raising the money as 

it is about being a good cit-

izen of our community. 

The Turkey Day 5K, in 

general, the atmosphere it-

self, I think elevates our 

community. It’s something 

fun and family friendly. 

Even though we couldn’t 

get together… being able 

to share a hashtag, wear a 

T-shirt, and support an or-

ganization like the Grant 

County Rescue Mission 

jointly, allows us to have a 

cause. As a people, it’s im-

portant that we have a 

cause.”  

2020 Turkey Day 5K held virtually
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