
As the months have drug 

on, I believe everyone is 

tired of the pandemic and 

the mask wearing. I know I 

am. I also know that as win-

ter settles in and the holi-

days are upon us, there is 

nothing more important that 

we can do than wear a mask 

and stay socially distanced.  

I also know that with the 

vaccine days away from be-

ginning to be distributed, 

true hope is on its way. 

Which ideally should be just 

enough incentive for each of 

us to continue to do our due 

diligence by wearing a 

mask. 

I will say it seems chil-

dren are doing the best at 

wearing masks, with one of 

my co-workers telling me 

that she has had to tell her 

elementary aged son to take 

off is mask because he is 

safely at home.    

I just do not understand 

why people would refuse to 

wear a mask. It seems like 

such a simple thing to do 

given all the scientific evi-

dence saying how much a 

mask can keep others safe 

from the corona virus. 

I get that in today’s soci-

ety; many are very selfish. I 

also get that there are many 

who do not want the govern-

ment telling them what to 

do. So, how about if it is 

your loved one who tells 

you what to do? Would that 

make a difference? 

For all who have lost a 

loved one to COVID-19, I 

am sure they would be 

happy to explain to those 

who believe it is their right 

not to mask up, just how 

selfish that attitude is. 

I am constantly hearing 

about stores and restaurants 

where a customer refused to 

wear a mask. One recent al-

tercation relayed to me in-

volved a man who was 

asked five times by five dif-

ferent fast-food employees if 

he had a mask or needed 

one. Each time the man was 

asked the irritation rose, ac-

cording to my friend who 

was in line as the episode 

unfolded. The worst part 

was my friend’s young son 

was also in line and had to 

witness the adult nearly 

jump across the counter at 

the fifth employee who 

asked about a mask. 

While the man did not 

cause physical harm to any-

one, I have to wonder how 

that scene affected those in 

the restaurant, especially 

children. 

There was the restaurant 

in Ohio that we visited 

stated in no uncertain terms: 

Mask REQUIRED. NO 

MASK NO SERVICE NO 

EXCEPTIONS. 

And they even went on to 

say no sitting in the lobby 

on benches that pre COVID-

19 no doubt people would 

have been welcomed to have 

a seat. Instead the signs said 

“No sitting. If you want to 

sit go outside.” 

There were also the direc-

tional signs encouraging you 

to go out a different door 

than the one you came into 

the restaurant. 

Now many people have 

embraced the mask wearing 

mandate. 

Some are making and 

wearing masks depicting 

holidays such as Halloween, 

Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas. Others are showing off 

their bling by wearing 

masks made out of diamond 

looking studs. One person 

whom her family and 

friends call Queen, has an 

especially, bling studded 

coverage with her mask say-

ing QUEEN in studs.  

Others seem to have a 

mask for every outfit, and I 

would guess masks may just 

be the number one gift given 

this Christmas. 

When this all started Fam-

ily Service Society, the 

agency I work for, recruited 

volunteers to make masks 

for everyone working from 

home with anticipation that 

we would be returning to 

work at some point. I re-

member thinking those two 

reversable masks were all 

that I needed. 

Yet as months drug on, I 

realized those two hand- 

made masks were not going 

to suffice. I started adding 

some my mom made for me, 

then an agency logo’d mask 

and finally I broke down and 

purchased a couple masks to 

add to my wardrobe. 

I still am hopeful that 

come spring with a vaccine 

appearing to be close for 

distribution, we will be able 

to have a mask free summer 

– God willing. 

Until that day happens 

though, to keep myself and 

others safe, I will continue 

to be that masked person 

when not hunkered down in 

my home or in a place that I 

can be socially distanced.
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Michael Ray “Mike” Justice 
19502020 
A private service to cele
brate Justice’s life. Burial 
followed at Riverside 
Cemetery, Gas City.  
 
Mary Catherine McKenzie 
19312020 
A private family burial serv
ice was held at Marion Na
tional Cemetery. A church 
memorial will be held in 
2021.  
 
Kimberly Jo Harris 
19732020 
A funeral service with lim
ited capacity seating was 
held at NeedhamStorey
Wampner, Storey Chapel, 
on Wednesday, December 
9 at 11 am. Burial followed 
at Grant Memorial Park.  
 
 

Terry Lee Smith  
19492020 
The family will host a pri
vate service to celebrate 
Smith’s life. Burial followed 
at Gardens of Memory.  
 
Barbara Sue Miller  
Funeral services were held 
at St. James Lutheran 
Church, Marion, on Tues
day, December 8 at 11 am. 
Burial followed at Gardens 
of Memory.  
 
Donna J. (Garrison) 
Grindle  
19312020 
Service for Grindle will be 
private.  
 
Wanda J. Worrick 
19392020 
Services for Worrick will be 
private. Burial will take 
place at Matthews Ceme

tery, Matthews.  
 
Alice “Virginia” Reese  
19262020 
There will be no services at 
this time due to the ongo
ing COVID19 pandemic.  
 
Lovell “Jane” “Bow” Lain
hart 
19302020 
Funeral services were held 
at NeedhamStoreyWamp
ner, Fairmount, on Satur
day, December 5 at 11 am. 
Burial followed at Parkview 
Cemetery, Alexandria.   
 
Jacqulin A. Mauk 
19272020 
Funeral services were held 
at RavenChoate Funeral 
Home, Marion, at 1 pm. 
Burial followed at Gardens 
of Memory. 
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 south side of Ind. 22 

just west of the interstate. 

It is to serve the Mis-

sissinewa school district 

and also serve as a com-

munity auditorium for the 

Gas City and Mill Town-

ship area.    

“This will be an orthope-

dic surgery and sports 

medicine center,” Rock 

said, and will be another 

major, multi-million-dollar 

investment by the Marion 

hospital. The hospital in 

recent years has acquired 

and constructed several 

satellite medical facilities, 

including two along the 

Marion Bypass on Baldwin 

and Western avenues.  It 

also has five locations in 

other Grant County towns.  

Those close to the hospi-

tal administration said the 

Gas City venture may be 

one of a two-part project, 

with the other being a 

multi-million-dollar proj-

ect at the hospital on 

Wabash Avenue in Marion. 

No details have been made 

public on that plan.   

“Stephanie Hilton-

Siebert, the hospital ad-

ministrator, came to us and 

wanted to discuss this idea 

that had been around for 

quite a few years to expand 

medical care in the eastern 

part of the county. They 

specifically wanted to lo-

cate on the east side the in-

terstate, but within sight of 

the interstate. 

“We got the landowners 

together for some discus-

sions back in August and it 

has developed into this,” 

Rock said. He said he ex-

pects the hospital adminis-

tration and state govern-

ment officials to make a 

joint announcement soon 

with more details of the 

project. 

“We are told that this 

will add about 100 jobs to 

the hospital above and be-

yond the people who are 

there now.” 

He said the complex is 

planned as a four-story 

building, with emphasis on 

glass construction. It will 

provide 24 beds, about 

one-quarter as many beds 

as does the hospital at its 

main campus in northcen-

tral Marion along Wabash 

Avenue.  

“There will be orthope-

dic surgery, sports medi-

cine, ambulance facilities 

and a helicopter landing 

pad area,” Rock said.  

He said the building and 

surrounding has not been 

named. 

He also said there have 

been discussions with 

other businesses, such as 

an additional hotel and 

restaurants that will ex-

plore locating near the new 

hospital. 

Indiana  

History  

Answers

1. Indiana was the 19th 

State admitted to the 

Union   

 

2.  Colfax was Vice Presi-

dent during Grant’s first 

term    

 

3.  The Velodrome


