
In our article two weeks 

ago we talked about the 

great influence that Peter 

had, and the large crowds 

he was able to preach to. 

Peter knew what it was like 

to preach to the masses, 

like on the day of Pente-

cost, when 3,000 accepted 

Christ as Lord and Savior. 

No matter how large his 

ministry was, Peter, one of 

God’s noblest men, took 

time to minister to individ-

uals. In our passage today, 

we will see another side of 

Peter’s work as a servant, 

as he focusses on two sepa-

rate events that involved a 

person being ministered to. 

You may wonder, “Why is 

it important that we all 

have an effective personal 

ministry?” Why was Peter 

so successful in his efforts? 

Today, we will try to an-

swer these questions. 

Lots of people today talk 

the talk when it comes to 

our Christian service, but 

few walk the walk. Peter 

was successful first of all 

because he was involved. If 

you take the time to read 

verses 32 & 33 we see 

Peter living life in one of 

the most important venues 

servanthood has to offer. 

As Peter was traveling 

through Lydda, he came 

into contact with Aeneas, 

who had been sick with 

palsy for eight years. By 

the authority of Jesus, 

when Peter spoke, he was 

healed on the spot. The 

early Christians realized 

that the most important 

work they could do was 

outside the confines of the 

church itself. Peter wasn’t 

an office man who spent 

his time with administra-

tive issues. He was out and 

about involved in true serv-

ice to the King. He was a 

mover, which made it easy 

for God to direct him. 

Those actively involved in 

ministry are usually the 

ones to whom God grants 

the most ministry opportu-

nities. God has always 

seemed to entrust His rich-

est ministries to His busiest 

saints. Peter’s availability 

to be involved gave him an 

open door for ministry. 

We also see in verses 34 

& 35 that Peter was Christ-

exalting. An effective per-

sonal ministry requires that 

we must always seek to 

exalt our Lord Jesus. Min-

istry should never be about 

promoting self. Peter un-

derstood his role as an 

Apostle and he knew where 

the glory and praise should 

go. When Peter spoke to 

Aeneas, he said, “Aeneas, 

Jesus Christ heals you.” 

Peter knew that he had no 

healing ability, but he knew 

that Jesus was the power 

source. Peter’s selfless hu-

mility stands in sharp con-

trast to many in the 

ministry who seek their 

own fame (and fortune) in-

stead of exalting Christ.   

This story shows that 

Peter was available (verses 

36-39). His availability led 

to even more astounding 

opportunities. When he 

dealt with the situation in-

volving Dorcas, he realized 

all she did for her commu-

nity and how much she was 

loved. When they came to 

Peter concerning Dorcas’ 

death, he was available. We 

also see when he got to her 

house that he was prayerful 

(verses 40, 41). Peter sent 

everyone out of the room 

because he would not put 

himself on display. He 

wanted quiet and calm as 

he attempted to listen to his 

Lord. Prayer acknowledges 

dependence on God, and 

that is exactly what Peter 

was doing. He knew the 

Source of this healing 

power. Having finished 

praying, Peter turned to 

Dorcas body and said, 

“Tabitha arise.” At that mo-

ment she immediately sat 

up alive and well. 

We see in this story that 

Peter was fruitful (verse 

42). God’s greatest purpose 

for raising Dorcas became 

clear as word of her return 

to life became known all 

over Joppa. God used mira-

cles as a confirming sign 

that the Gospel was true. 

In two articles we have 

written about Peter and his 

effectiveness in personal 

ministry. We all need to un-

derstand that personal min-

istry is a commitment to 

God’s work and it takes our 

investment of time. It 

worked then, and it still 

works today. Are you will-

ing to make the commit-

ment? Are you willing to 

give your time? The choice 

is ours to make. Someone 

is waiting for us to invest 

in them. 
The Rev. Tom Mansbarger 

is senior pastor at Grace 
Community Church. He offers 
free counseling. Reach him at 
765-517-1187 or 
tom@graceccmarion.org.
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Grant                              continued from Page 2
communities across 

Grant County.  

“For the first time ever, 

Lilly Endowment, Inc. 

specifically challenged 

our Board Members to 

give where they live. Lilly 

Endowment offered to 

grant us $100,000 if every 

Board Member donated 

$500 to a Community 

Foundation endowed 

fund. That’s a match of 

$5,000 for every $500 

gift,” said Dawn Brown, 

President & CEO of the 

Community Foundation. 

“The Community Founda-

tion Board not only met 

that match, they surpassed 

it. That’s why we’d like to 

publicly thank them for 

engaging in our commu-

nity by giving through en-

dowment and serving so 

generously with their 

time, talent, and treasure 

to create sustainable im-

pact for the betterment of 

Grant County.”


