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Take advantage of the vaccine
It appears as if God is 

giving each of us a special 

gift this Christmas. Some 

have already received it and 

others will receive it in the 

coming months. 

While all who ask will re-

ceive eternal life through 

belief in the birth and death 

of Jesus, this gift is a more 

tangible gift that I write 

about. 

And please know that I 

understand without a per-

sonal relationship with 

Jesus, having the tangible 

gift means nothing in the 

big picture. 

The tangible gift I speak 

of is the Coronavirus vac-

cine. I truly believe this 

year of 2020 God has been 

in complete control. He 

strategically slowed us 

down a few short weeks be-

fore Easter, pulling us 

closer to Him and our im-

mediate families. 

As I write my take on the 

past several months of life 

during this pandemic, I 

grieve with each who have 

lost a loved one to the co-

rona virus. It is not my 

place to question why God 

chose to let some be in-

flicted with the virus and 

die, while others be infected 

and live. 

I can only pray that those 

who died had a personal re-

lationship with God and are 

celebrating in Heaven now. 

As for those who survived 

the virus, my belief is God 

is not done with those peo-

ple yet. 

For some like David 

Henry, I believe God knows 

just how powerful his testi-

mony is and will be to so 

many and how his message 

will potentially bring more 

to his Kingdom. For others, 

who may have been on the 

fence about the power of 

prayer or who God really is, 

possibly and my guess is 

probably, God is intending 

that their illness and recov-

ery has changed their think-

ing. 

This past year has slowed 

us down. It has forced us to 

really focus on what is most 

important in our lives or at 

least it has for me. 

It has given me a daily 

walk with God, as I find 

myself having random con-

versations with God. I have 

also spent more time pray-

ing for God’s will as I learn 

of friends and church family 

members touched by the 

virus. 

I have become bolder 

about my Faith and letting 

others know the power of 

prayer. I have found myself 

not stressing as much about 

the day to day logistics. I 

am not saying I have com-

pletely eliminated stress 

from my life, just that the 

number of days stress has 

ruled has reduced. 

Again, as this year has 

been a year of slowing 

down. It has also been year 

of stretching the medical 

community like it has never 

been stretched. Among my 

prayers, have been frequent 

prayers for the medical 

community. The heroes that 

live among us and must stay 

diligent. 

Yet, as I eluded to in the 

beginning of this column, 

each one of us over the next 

several months will be 

given the gift of the vac-

cine. 

It is the vaccine that we 

must all accept and take, 

both the first dose and sec-

ond dose. It is our turn as a 

member of society, to step 

up and get the vaccine. 

There has been contro-

versy and talk about will the 

vaccine cause more prob-

lems than taking the chance 

of not getting vaccinated. 

We must realize it is not 

just about us as individuals. 

Just like we have been 

asked to wear a mask to 

protect others more than 

ourselves. We are now 

being asked to get a vaccine 

that will protect us, how-

ever, just as much to protect 

others. 

In a recent television in-

terview with Dr. Fauci, he 

was asked if we can elimi-

nate the Corona Virus. His 

reply was just like polio and 

smallpox have been elimi-

nated, if a majority of the 

world population gets vac-

cinated, yes it can be elimi-

nated. 

So, in a year with so 

many precedents being set, 

let us set the precedent that 

we will each take the vac-

cine when it is offered to us. 

Let us do it for ourselves, 

yet more importantly, let us 

do it for mankind, so that 

we can end this horrific 

virus that has taken us to 

our knees.         

Ordinance ...continued from Page 1
road tractors, semi-trail-

ers, buses, or inoperable au-

tomobiles, vans, panel and 

pick-up trucks, pull-trailers, 

motorcycles, recreation ve-

hicles, campers, and boats 

are not permitted to be 

parked in residential dis-

tricts.  

In the original draft of the 

new ordinance, Committee 

Chairman Jerry Foustnight 

made it clear he did not 

want any vehicles parked on 

any dirt surfaces, stating 

that people would abuse the 

ordinance and continue 

parking their vehicles in il-

legal places.  

“The purpose of this thing 

is to get people to park on 

approved parking spots,” 

Foustnight said. “If we 

allow them to park in the 

backyard, in dirt, how do 

we determine what the 

backyard is? Second, if you 

allow them to park in the 

dirt in the backyard, then 

what is the difference in 

parking on the dirt in the 

front yard? I have a concern 

that if we try to go in and 

start allowing dirt in the 

back and all this, I think we 

are defeating the purpose of 

the ordinance.  

“It’s not to harass any-

body. What we are trying to 

do is clean up the city of 

Marion.”  

However, committee 

member Robin Foust, dis-

agreed, claiming that there 

are some neighborhoods in 

Marion where driveways 

are scarce and parking on 

the street is not an option. 

For example, in her neigh-

borhood on 9th Street, many 

residents park in their back-

yards because it is not safe 

to park out front due to 

heavy vehicle traffic in the 

area. While she agreed with 

the ordinance, Foust argued 

that dirt should be desig-

nated as an approved park-

ing surface for those who 

are unable to park else-

where.   

“If we were in a different 

time and economics were 

different, I would be for 

getting individuals to desig-

nate and upgrade to a park-

ing spot,” Foust said. “I 

don’t believe we are there at 

this time. I don’t want to 

give a financial hardship for 

parking. I just could not 

agree to that. Certainly, I 

think it’s important that we 

define and enforce some 

type of parking stipulation. 

But to say they can’t park 

on the dirt…I just could not 

agree with that.”  

After much debate, the 

committee agreed to make 

four exceptions: operable 

vehicles, vans, panel or 

pick-up trucks, and motor-

cycles would be allowed to 

be parked in the backyard if 

there is no other approved 

street parking on an ap-

proved concrete, gravel, or 

asphalt service. Vehicles 

must be parked 300 feet or 

more from a residence, and 

under no circumstances are 

they allowed to be parked in 

the front yard.  

According to the ordi-

nance, the fine for an ille-

gally parked vehicle is $50 

dollars, and the fine is to be 

paid within 20 days. Addi-

tionally, the vehicle is to be 

removed within 72 hours. 


