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Oak Hill defense 

lead girls to 2nd win
By Sean Douglas 

 

Over the last 15 years, 

Oak Hill’s play on the de-

fensive end has been a core 

strength of their program 

and has played a key role in 

their success over that time 

period.  

Though Oak Hill is now 

under new leadership, the 

defense-first mentality re-

mains unchanged and was 

the driving force in Oak 

Hill’s second win of the 

season.  

“This is the first week 

we’ve had a full week of 

practice, and I felt like we 

played the game better,” 

Oak Hill Head Coach Clay 

Bolser said. “Did we light 

up the scoreboard? No, but 

we lit up in a way to win, 

and that’s important.”  

The Golden Eagles held 

conference foe Elwood to 

just seven total field goals 

and forced 22 turnovers, 

and strong offensive per-

formances by Treniti Thur-

man and Nikki Alston led 

Oak Hill to a 32-24 triumph 

over the Panthers on Friday 

night.  

With the victory, Oak 

Hill improved to 2-4 on the 

season, ending a three-

game losing streak, and 2-0 

in CIC play.  

“Defense – that’s the one 

thing we can hang our hat 

on,” Bolser said. “We are 

always going to compete. 

With the exception of the 

Norwell game, there hasn’t 

been a team that has scored 

outside of the 40’s against 

us.” 

Elwood star Jaleigh 

Crawford, who came into 

the night averaging 20 

points per contest, was con-

tained for most of the 

evening, scoring 15 points 

on just four-of-12 shooting. 

No other player scored 

more than seven points for 

the Panthers.  

“We executed some stuff 

tonight that was really 

good,” Bolser said. “El-

wood presents some issues. 

The Crawford girl, she’s a 

load. That right there is a 

huge thing for us. The girls 

executed the gameplan.” 

The contest got off to a 

slow start, with the first 

points of the contest com-

ing off an Alston three at 

the 4:40 mark of the first 

quarter. Points continued to 

be hard to come by in the 

opening frame, as the two 

teams combined for 16 

turnovers and only 12 

points. Crawford hit a pair 

of free throws at the 1:02 

mark to make it a 7-5 El-

wood lead after the first 

eight minutes.  

However, three minutes 

into the second quarter, Al-

ston provided the Golden 

Eagles with a much-needed 

offensive spark, hitting 

back-to-back threes to give 

the Golden Eagles a 13-8 

lead, one they would not re-

linquish.  

With a young team still 

working to become com-

fortable with a new coach 

and a new system, Alston 

has provided a veteran pres-

ence and has elevated her 

play in the last several 

games.  

“She is comfortable of-

fensively,” Bolser said. 

“She just comes down and 

she plays. She is going to 

make a mistake here or 

there, but she plays the 

game offensively with a lot 

of comfort and skill.”  

Elwood eventually cut 

Oak Hill’s advantage to 13-

12, but a three-pointer by 

Thurman in the waning sec-

onds gave the Golden Ea-

gles a 16-12 lead at the 

halftime break.  

The Panthers briefly 

made it a two-point contest 

early in the third. However, 

a Holly Gillespie field goal 

and another triple by Thur-

man put the Golden Eagles 

up 21-15. Oak Hill’s de-

fense continued to shut the 

Elwood offense down, 

holding them to just three 

field goals in the quarter, 

and Alston’s fourth three 

put the Golden Eagles up 

five heading into the 

fourth.  

Oak Hill saved their best 

defensive play for the 

fourth quarter, holding the 

Panthers to just four total 

field attempts and only four 

points. After Lori Miller 

scored on an offensive put-

back at the 3:25 mark, Al-

ston sealed the victory with 

a pair of free throws in the 

final 27 seconds.  

Alston led the Golden 

Eagles with 14 points, 

while Thurman was second 

on the team with 13. Carlee 

Biddle and Kate Hornocker 

were held off the score-

board, but did yeoman’s 

work on the glass, combin-

ing for 14 rebounds.  

While the Golden Eagles 

are still two games under 

.500, Bolser is pleased with 

the progress that his team 

has achieved over their first 

six games, and they will 

look to keep it going 

against Western on Satur-

day evening.  

“I think the great thing 

for this group is we’re 2-0 

in the conference and we 

are getting better,” Bolser 

said. “We are continuing to 

get better. We are executing 

things offensively. The 

shots will come, and I still 

think we are good enough 

basketball players that we 

are going to be able to con-

tinue to make a lot of 

strides.” 

Nikki Alston scored 14 points to lead Oak Hill to 

their second conference victory. Photo by Sean Dou-

glas 

Eastbrook Cont. from Pg. 6

quarter.  

Eastbrook dominated the 

final eight minutes, and 

McElaheny was the catalyst. 

After VanBelkum tied the 

contest at 49-49 on a pair of 

made free throws, McEla-

heny connected on his sec-

ond triple of the night, 

putting the Panthers ahead 

for good. Later in the frame, 

the sophomore scored, 

recorded a steal on the de-

fensive end, and scored 

again, putting the Panthers 

up 58-51 with 2:14 remain-

ing.  

The Raiders never got 

closer than four points the 

rest of the way.  

“It shows a lot about our 

kids,” Allison said. “Things 

didn’t go their way. We did-

n’t necessarily end the sec-

ond quarter well. We didn’t 

really play the third quarter 

all that well. But they kept 

coming. That shows a lot 

about the character of our 

kids.”  

The Panthers, after a woe-

ful first half from the char-

ity stripe, were nearly auto-

matic in the fourth quarter, 

knocking down 10 of their 

11 attempts, including their 

final six.  

As a team, Eastbrook shot 

24-of-55 (43 percent) from 

the field and six-of-19 (31 

percent) from beyond the 

arc. Defensively, the Pan-

thers held Southern Wells to 

24-of-60 (40 percent) from 

the floor.  

Here at the start of their 

season, the Panthers recog-

nize that there is plenty to 

be proud about, but likewise 

there is plenty of work yet 

to be done.  

“I think it’s huge for our 

kids to recognize that their 

hard work is paying off,” 

Allison said. “They worked. 

They listened. They try to 

do what we ask. They 

busted their butts in the off-

season, as crazy as an off-

season we had. 

“I think success is coming 

for this group. But we’ve 

got to handle it in a positive 

way.” 
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