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Mississinewa
loss in the process.  

“Before the game, our 

talk was about defense,” 

Reed said. “We put so much 

effort into our defense in 

practice. We put so much 

effort into our defense in a 

game. Yet, [teams] were 

putting numbers up on the 

board that we just can’t 

allow. Tonight, that was our 

focus. They were so focused 

and disciplined defensively. 

I thought we made strides 

tonight.”  

“We pride ourselves on 

our defense,” Mississinewa 

center Tai McClung added. 

“We were trying to keep 

them under 40, and we did 

that.”  

While the Mississinewa 

defense did their part in 

shutting down Oak Hill’s 

offense, McClung played 

his best game of the season, 

dominating the paint in all 

four quarters. With Tristan 

Hayes out for the season, 

the Golden Eagles lack size 

in the post, and McClung 

took full advantage, collect-

ing a double-double with 21 

points and 15 rebounds, 

seven on the offensive 

glass.  

“Tai was just an absolute 

animal,” Reed said. “We 

have been waiting for that. I 

couldn’t be more excited 

with how he is playing right 

now.”  

As a team, the Indians 

were aggressive on the 

glass, crashing the boards at 

both ends and outrebound-

ing the Golden Eagles 30-

22.  

“Rebounding was weak 

the first few games,” Mc-

Clung said. “So, we prac-

ticed rebounding, 

rebounding, and rebound-

ing. Second chance points, 

we need those. And we al-

ways need defensive re-

bounds. Those win games.”  

Mississinewa made its 

presence open defense felt 

early, forcing back-to-back 

turnovers on Oak Hill’s first 

two possessions and turning 

both of those giveaways 

into quick points, which al-

lowed the Indians to take 

control of the contest. Of 

Oak Hill’s five giveaways 

in the opening quarter, four 

resulted in Mississinewa 

baskets as the Indians 

grabbed a 17-8 advantage 

after the first eight minutes 

– an advantage they would 

not relinquish.  

“It’s one of those things 

where you can tell the kids 

that…we knew they were 

going to come out and put 

pressure on us and intimi-

date [us] a little bit with 

their defensive pressure, but 

it’s another thing to come 

out and experience it,” Oak 

Hill Head Coach Kevin 

Renbarger said. “Tonight 

was a hard lesson to learn. 

I’ll be pleased if we take 

steps forward and we learn 

from it.”  

Colin Yoder increased 

Mississinewa’s lead to dou-

ble digits early in the sec-

ond quarter on a pair of free 

throws, and after Oak Hill 

senior Kian Hite briefly cut 

the lead back down to sin-

gle digits, a triple from Lan-

den Swanner ended any sort 

of momentum for the 

Golden Eagles, who never 

got within single digits 

again the rest of the night.  

After taking a 34-19 lead 

at halftime, the Indians kept 

the pedal down in the sec-

ond half. McClung contin-

ued his strong play in the 

post, scoring eight more 

points in the final two quar-

ters, and the Indians held 

the Golden Eagles to seven-

of-18 shooting after half-

time.  

As a team, the Indians 

shot 22-of-43 (51.1 percent) 

from the floor and eight-of-

19 (42.1 percent) from be-

yond the arc, continuing 

their staunch offensive pro-

duction that has been evi-

dent throughout the early 

stages of the 2020-2021 

season.  

“They know when it is 

their time to shoot,” Reed 

said. “They are so confident 

right now. Every time really 

anybody on our team is 

shooting it, I think every-

body in the gym just thinks 

it’s going in because they 

are using each other so well. 

Hopefully, we can continue 

that moving forward.”  

Along with McClung’s 21 

points, Swanner finished the 

game with 16 points, while 

Yoder added 11, including a 

pair of triples.  

While it was a tough 

night for Oak Hill, one 

major positive was the play 

of Hite. After missing most 

of his junior year due to in-

jury, the Golden Eagles’ 

senior guard left his mark 

on the floor, scoring a team-

high 13 points, playing 

sound defense, and leading 

by example both on the 

court and on the bench. His 

presence provides a boost 

for a team full of youth and 

inexperience and will pay 

huge dividends down the 

road as the season pro-

gresses.  
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sound, all-around perform-

ance, leading the Panthers 

with 19 points while knock-

ing down four of her six 

three-point field goal at-

tempts. McKim, along with 

creating havoc on defense, 

scored 14 points, while 

Kristin Goff scored 10 

points off the bench.  

For the Indians, Mia 

Catey collected a double-

double with 11 points and 

12 rebounds, while Marley 

Starnes and Alayna Webb 

each finished with six 

points.  

As the season has pro-

gressed, the Panthers’ confi-

dence, particularly on 

offense, has grown im-

mensely. They have become 

more comfortable in the 

roles that Liddick has estab-

lished for them, and it has 

paid off in their last three 

contests.  

“Every single one of 

those girls accepted…and 

embraced the expectations 

we had for them,” Liddick 

said. “It’s not only making 

them better individually, but 

it’s making everybody else 

around them that much bet-

ter. The girls have done an 

amazing job of embracing 

that. They come into prac-

tice every day very focused 

and working on getting bet-

ter.”  

After another impressive 

victory, the Panthers will 

face their toughest chal-

lenge of the season to date, 

as they will travel to Frank-

ton to take on the No. 2 

ranked and defending Class 

2A State Runner-Up 

Eagles.  

“They return a very expe-

rienced, very talented, very 

basketball savvy group. To 

go down there and play 

makes it even that much 

tougher,” Liddick said. 

“Hopefully we go down 

there and give a great ef-

fort.”  

While it was a perform-

ance that Friday and the In-

dians would soon forget, it 

was a special night for Mis-

sissinewa senior Darah Wat-

son. Watson, after tearing 

her ACL in the Indians’ sea-

son opener, started the con-

test, scoring the first two 

points for Mississinewa be-

fore leaving the game. Over 

the last four years, Watson 

has helped shape and mold 

the Lady Indians’ basketball 

program with her admirable 

grit, and Friday wanted to 

make sure that she was hon-

ored for all of her contribu-

tions throughout her high 

school career.  

“As soon as we found out 

she was going to have her 

surgery pushed back, I 

wanted to make sure that 

she got this opportunity,” 

Friday said. “I love that kid. 

It broke my heart when she 

went down. But I’m glad 

we were able to do that for 

her tonight.”  


