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Sports
Eastbrook falls to Tipton in Sectional 39 Championship

By Sean Douglas 

  

The evening before, on 

Friday, the Tipton Blue Dev-

ils shot the lights out in the 

opening quarter against 

Madison-Grant to come 

away with a victory.  

Twenty-four hours later, in 

the Sectional 39 champi-

onship at Taylor High 

School, on Saturday, another 

strong shooting performance 

proved to be the difference in 

the final outcome.  

Despite a remarkable game 

long effort from Eastbrook, 

especially in the second half 

after falling behind by dou-

ble digits, they were unable 

to recover from their first 

half deficit in an eventual 57-

48 loss, putting a bow on a 

tremendous season for Head 

Coach Jeff Liddick and the 

Panthers.  

Eastbrook, trailing 38-25 

at halftime, eventually 

trimmed their 13-point 

deficit to as little as seven in 

the fourth quarter, but Tipton 

point guard Ella Wolfe’s 15-

point effort in the first half 

and Ashley Schram’s domi-

nance in the post throughout 

the contest kept the Panthers 

at bay.   

However, from the open-

ing tip to the final whistle, 

the Panthers gave it their all.  

“That’s a trademark of our 

program,” Liddick said. 

“That’s just in our culture. 

We never quit, no matter 

what the score is. We are 

going to continue to battle, 

and we are always going to 

play like we have a chance to 

win the game. The girls gave 

me everything they had until 

the last seconds, and I could-

n’t be more proud of our 

group.”  

The first eight minutes of 

the contest were even, with 

neither team leading by any 

more than four points. 

Kristin Goff, coming off her 

10-point fourth quarter 

against Blackford, scored six 

in the first quarter against 

Tipton, but the Blue Devils 

took a 17-14 lead at the first 

quarter break.  

In the second stanza, the 

Blue Devils grabbed control. 

Wolfe, after scoring five 

points in the first, did not 

miss in the second, shooting 

four-for-four from the field, 

including two makes from 

three-point range, to spark a 

19-point quarter for Tipton. 

Schram, after scoring seven 

points in the opening stanza, 

scored six more before half-

time to give the Blue Devils 

their 13-point cushion.  

“When you are in that big 

of a hole against a team like 

Tipton, it’s tough to come 

back and win that type of 

game,” Liddick said.  

Despite their deficit, Lid-

dick encouraged them in the 

locker room to come back 

out in the second half and 

play their style of basketball, 

and that’s exactly what the 

Panthers did, battling with 

Tipton the rest of the way.  

“That’s what I challenged 

them with at halftime,” Lid-

dick said. “We can continue 

to do what we did in the sec-

ond quarter and not play dis-

ciplined basketball and get 

ourselves in a deeper hole. 

Or, we can be disciplined on 

both ends of the court and 

claw our way out of this 

hole, which we did.”   

Wolfe, after shooting six-

for-seven in the first half, 

was held to just one point 

after halftime, as freshman 

Olivia Howell completely 

locked her up in the final two 

quarters.  

“We talked to Liv at half-

time, saying you have to 

make her go right. She does-

n’t want to go right, she 

wants to come back to her 

left,” Liddick said. “We took 

away those dribble penetra-

tions that she was getting in 

the first half.” 

Eastbrook’s offense found 

success, too, as the team shot 

nine-of-18 in the second half, 

which included three-of-six 

from beyond the arc, outscor-

ing the Blue Devils. 

And after giving up 19 

points in the second quarter, 

the Panthers held the Blue 

Devils to just 19 points in the 

final two quarters.  

With the Panthers trailing 

by 15 in the third quarter, 

freshman Sophia Morrison 

scored five straight points, 

including a bucket at the 

buzzer, to cut Eastbrook’s 

deficit to 12 points.  

Eastbrook then opened the 

fourth on a 9-4 run, making it 

a 54-47 Tipton lead with 1:25 

to play, but that was as close 
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Sevier signs to play college  

baseball at Indiana Tech
By Sean Douglas  

Throughout his high 

school career, Mark Sevier 

excelled in every sport he 

played. 

He was the starting kicker 

on the Oak Hill football 

team, where he scored 99 of 

his 112 point after attempts 

and three of his three field 

goals, scoring 108 points in 

four years, according to 

MaxPreps.  

Sevier was a dynamic 

soccer player as well, col-

lecting 12 goals and 11 as-

sists in his career and 

playing a key role on Oak 

Hill’s sectional champi-

onship team this past fall.  

But Sevier’s first love is 

baseball, and after commit-

ting back on Jan. 22, the 

Oak Hill senior made it offi-

cial on Tuesday afternoon, 

signing his letter of intent to 

play collegiate baseball at 

Indiana Tech,  in Fort 

Wayne.  

“It’s totally a dream come 

true,” Sevier said. “It’s 

going to be so fun playing 

college baseball. Most peo-

ple don’t get to play for an-

other four years, and I get a 

great opportunity to do so. I 

plan to make the most of 

it.”  

Sevier joins a program 

rich in tradition and suc-

cess. Over the last 16 years, 

the Warriors have averaged 

31 wins per season, and in 

the last five, not including 

the COVID-19 shortened 

2020 campaign, the War-

riors have won at least 40 

games.  

“I think this is a really 

good fit for him,” Oak Hill 

Head Coach Shane Edwards 

said. “Mark is a super ath-

letic kid. He’s got a quick 

twitch, reads the ball well in 

the outfield, and he’s strong 

offensively. [Indiana Tech] 

is a tremendous program. 

Sometimes, kids go from a 

high school program to a 

college program and it’s an 

adjustment that depresses 

Golden Eagles’ season ends 

with loss to Bellmont
By Sean Douglas  

 

For three quarters in their 

Sectional 23 opening con-

test on Tuesday evening at 

Norwell, the Oak Hill 

Golden Eagles went toe-to-

toe with a skilled, long, and 

athletic Bellmont Squaws 

squad, battling tenaciously 

from the opening tip to the 

final whistle.  

However, it was the sec-

ond quarter that proved the 

difference, and it resulted in 

the end of the Golden Ea-

gles’ 2020-2021 season.  

Bellmont outscored the 

Golden Eagles 13-2 in the 

second stanza, forcing eight 

turnovers in the process and 

held Oak Hill off the score-

board until the 24-second 

mark, building a double-

digit lead they would not re-

linquish in a 51-34 victory.  

“We’ve struggled to play 

in the half-court,” Oak Hill 

Head Coach Clay Bolser 

said. “This is just a team 

that is not designed that 

way, and Bellmont, was a 

game that was going [to 

come down] to which team 

was going to control the 

tempo.”  

The first eight minutes 

were fairly even, with nei-

ther team leading by more 

than three points. Bell-

mont’s Morgan Shifferly 

provided nearly all the 

Squaws’ offense, scoring 10 

points on four-of-four 
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Oak Hill senior outfielder Mark Sevier signs his letter of intent 

with Shane Edwards, Brent Alwine, and his family looking on. 
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Eastbrook freshman Olivia Howell towards the basket, with Tipton’s Ashley Schram lurking, in 

the Sectional 39 championship on Saturday evening. Photo by Sean Douglas


