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Sparks, early three-point shooting lift Winchester over Madison-Grant

By Sean Douglas

Facing off against the
Winchester Golden Falcons
on Tuesday evening, the
Madison-Grant Argylls, and
Head Coach Kevin Cherry,
knew they had a tall task
ahead of them — literally.
Despite a valiant effort, the
Argylls were unable to con-
tain 6’10 Ball State com-
mit, Peyton Sparks. That,
combined with Winches-
ter’s lights out three-point
shooting in the opening
eight minutes, resulted in a
64-49 defeat, the Argylls’
third of the season.

While only shooting five-
of-20 from three in the con-
test, all five of Winchester’s
triples came in the first
4:10. Guard Brooks
Burlieson hit on his first
three shots, while Dane
Sickels and Cooper McCoy
recorded the other two, giv-
ing the Golden Falcons a
lead they would not relin-
quish.

“Winchester came out and
played at a really high level
to start the game,” Cherry
said. “We could have
picked up anybody, and we
wanted to pick up a high-
quality opponent, and we

Kaden Howell finished six-for-seven from the field in
Madison-Grant's loss to Winchester on Tuesday evening.
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definitely did that. Credit

Winchester. [They are] a re-

ally good basketball team.
The Argylls pushed back
over the remainder of the
first quarter, ending the
frame on a 7-0 run, but
Sparks quickly found his

rhythm and soon became an

unstoppable force.

In the second quarter alone,
Sparks scored 11 points of
the Golden Falcon’s 19
points, which helped Win-
chester expand their two-
point advantage to 11 at the
end of the first half.
Defensively, Sparks was
also dominant, recording
three blocks and keeping

the Argylls from finding
many great looks in the
paint throughout the open-
ing two quarters. Addition-
ally, when the Argylls were
able to kick the ball out to
the perimeter, shots just
would not fall.

“Playing against a player
like [Sparks,] we stress that
it’s important to play off
two feet,” Cherry said.
“When you draw two de-
fenders, you’ve got to be
able to find that open man,
and playing off one foot,
you limit your options. We
stress that, we talk about
that, we do that every day
in practice, but unfortu-
nately there in the first
[half]...we reverted back to
some old habits.”
Winchester kept up their ef-
ficient shooting in the third
quarter, knocking down
seven of their 10 shots and
using an early 12-4 run to
keep their double-digit ad-
vantage intact.

However, the Argylls con-
tinued to battle on every
single possession. Trailing
by 19 after three quarters,
Madison-Grant opened the
fourth on a 9-3 surge, cut-
ting the Winchester lead to
10 points with 2:42 to play,

but eight more points from
Sparks, and some clutch
free throw shooting down
the stretch, helped the
Golden Falcons secure the
win.

“We just couldn’t grind out
that real tough rebound or
get that tough stop like we
needed to,” Cherry said.
“We couldn’t turn them
over, and we couldn’t get
enough possessions back to
try to get back in the
game.”

Sparks finished the game
with 19 points and a re-
markable 16 rebounds to go
along with three blocks,
while Burlieson and Wade
Sickels each finished with
14 for the Golden Falcons.
Grant Brown, after a tough
first half, scored 15 of his
team-leading 17 points after
halftime to go along with
nine rebounds. Kaden How-
ell put together another
strong performance of his
own, finishing the contest
with 16 points and knock-
ing down six of his seven
shot attempts.

Jackson Manwell scored six
on a pair of threes, while
Seth Lugar added six more
off the bench. Teagan
Yeagy, Chad Harbert, and

Zach Pretorious all received
extended minutes, gaining
valuable varsity experience
for the late season push,
and all three contributed in
a positive way.

“We played a lot of kids
tonight,” Cherry said. “Get-
ting a little more depth in
our roster is something we
wanted to try to focus on
tonight as well.”

While Cherry was disap-
pointed in the final result,
he was proud of his team’s
effort against a high quality
opponent.

Now, he hopes that effort
will carry over into Friday
night’s contest with Alexan-
dria with the CIC outright
championship on the line.
“I [told] them to come back
in tomorrow ready to pre-
pare,” Cherry said. “It’s a
great opportunity to learn.
The only way we step back-
wards is if we don’t learn
from tonight and move for-
ward as a program. Coming
into this, I told our guys
that all of our goals would
be intact regardless of
whatever happened tonight.
And our primary goal this
week is to try to go win a
conference on Friday.”

Sports schedule

Wednesday, February
17

7 pm—WB—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Indiana Wes-
leyan University

Thursday, February 18
12 pm—MS—Indiana
Wesleyan University @
Concordia University

2 pm—ML—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Saint Ambrose
University

5:30 pm—BSD—Marion
@ Sectional Preliminaries
5:30 pm—BSD—0ak
Hill @ Sectional Prelimi-
naries

Friday, February 19
10:30 am—MTF—Indi-
ana Wesleyan University
@ Crossroads League
Championship (Day 1)
10:30 am—MTF—Taylor
University @ Crossroads
League Championships
(Day 1)

10:30 am—WTF—Indi-
ana Wesleyan University
@ Crossroads League
Championship (Day 1)
10:30 am—MTF—Taylor
University @ Crossroads
League Championships
(Day 1)

11 am—W-—Marion @
State (First Round)

11 am—W—O0ak Hill @
State (First Round)

12 pm—SB—Taylor Uni-
versity (@ Campbellsville
University (Bear Creek
Tournament)

3 pm—MBB—1Judson
University @ Taylor Uni-
versity

5 pm—SB—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Milligan Uni-
versity (Bear Creek
Tournament)

6 pm—MT—Indiana
Wesleyan University @
University of Indianapolis
7 pm—W—Marion @
State (First Round)

7 pm—W—O0ak Hill @
State (First Round)

7:30 pm—BB—Mis-
sissinewa (@ Eastbrook
7:30 pm—BB—Lapel @
Madison-Grant

7:30 pm—BB—Harrison
(@ Marion

7:30 pm—BB—Elwood
@ Oak Hill

Saturday, February 20
9 am—BSD—Marion @
Sectional Finals

9 am—BSD—Oak Hill @
Sectional Finals

9:30 am—W-—Marion @
State (Quarterfinals)

9:30 am—W-—O0ak Hill
@ State (Quarterfinals)
10:30 am—MTF—Indi-
ana Wesleyan University
@ Crossroads League
Championship (Day 1)
10:30 am—MTF—Taylor
University @ Crossroads
League Championships
(Day 1)

10:30 am—WTF—Indi-
ana Wesleyan University
@ Crossroads League
Championship (Day 1)

10:30 am—MTF—Taylor
University @ Crossroads
League Championships
(Day 1)

11 am—SB—Taylor Uni-
versity @ Asbury Univer-
sity (Bear Creek
Tournament)

12 pm—MBB—Judson
University @ Taylor Uni-
versity

Game 2—MBB—1Judson
University @ Taylor Uni-
versity

Ford Meter Box

1 pm—BSD—Marion @
Sectional Finals

1 pm—BSD—Oak Hill
@ Sectional Finals

1 pm—MB—Mount Ver-
non Nazarene University
@ Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity

1 pm—MB—Taylor Uni-
versity @ University of
Saint Francis

1 pm—WB—Indiana
Wesleyan University @
Mount Vernon Nazarene

University

1 pm—WB—University
of Saint Francis @ Taylor
University

1 pm—WS—Indiana
Wesleyan University @
Aquinas College

1:30 pm—SB—Taylor
University @ University
of the Cumberlands

2 pm—F—Indiana Wes-
leyan University @ Olivet
Nazarene University

5 pm—W-—Marion @

State (Consolations)

5 pm—W—0ak Hill @
State (Consolations)

7:30 pm—BB—Eastern
@ Madison-Grant

7:30 pm—BB—Hunting-
ton North @ Marion

7:30 pm—BB—Bluffton
@ Mississinewa

7:30 pm—W—Marion @
State (Championships)
7:30 pm—W—0ak Hill
@ State (Championships)

Facilities Engineer

Join an outstanding manufacturing company known for its friendly culture, investment in people, and stable
employment. Ford Meter Box is currently accepting resumes for a Facilities Engineer at its Wabash, Indiana

location.

The position will be responsible for the following duties:
* The design, supervision, permitting, and cost estimates for all property related construction projects
* Maintaining/improving the condition of company property
« Assist in improving energy needs and utilization
* Working with vendors to obtain new and repair parts for buildings and plant equipment
* Managing emergency action program components
* Researching equipment upgrades and replacement for material handling, facilities, and energy applications

* Fostering a safe, clean, and orderly work environment

* Completing work to meet deadlines

The ideal candidate should have a four-year degree in engineering from a college or university with
experience in facility engineering and support. Excellent problem-solving and analytical skills required.

Resumes and digital portfolios may be sent in a standard email attachment or PDF format to
opportunities@fordmeterbox.com. Due to the high volume of resume submissions we are unable to
accept office visits, phone calls, or onsite resume submissions.

Ford Meter Box offers competitive compensation and a variety of benefits.

Great People, Great Benefits, Great Place

www.fordmeterbox.com

visitwabashcounty.com



