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Sports
Mangas receives 2020 Bevo Francis Award

By Sean Douglas 

  

In a county where basket-

ball is woven into its very 

fabric, Kyle Mangas, over 

his brilliant four-year career 

at Indiana Wesleyan, has es-

tablished himself as one of 

the best to ever play in the 

city of Marion.  

Heading into his final 

Crossroads League Tourna-

ment, Mangas has scored 

nearly 3,300 points for the 

Wildcats, and has dazzled 

fans, coaches, and team-

mates alike with his unique 

blend of scoring ability, his 

mastery of fundamentals, 

tenacious defense, and be-

hind it all, a generous and 

humble spirit which  en-

dears him to anyone he 

meets. 

“Kyle continues to prove 

to us all that humility is ac-

tually a form of strength,” 

IWU Head Coach Greg 

Tonagel said. “I doubt there 

has ever been a player to 

score 3,000 points in his ca-

reer without ever once 

showing up his opponent in 

any way. He scores, he runs 

to the other end, and plays 

good defense. Show me an-

other player who in his jun-

ior year got National Player 

of the Year [honors,] but 

found a way the next sum-

mer to grind and become an 

even better basketball 

player.” 

After being selected as the 

2020 Bevo Francis Award 

last spring, given annually 

to the best small college 

basketball player in the na-

tion, Mangas officially re-

ceived the award in a special 

ceremony on Saturday 

morning with his family, his 

coaches, and his teammates 

in attendance, adding to his 

already remarkable legacy.  

“It’s an honor for not only 

Kyle to carry on this legacy, 

but Indiana Wesleyan be-

comes a part of this legacy 

as well,” Tonagel said. “You 

better believe we will be 

telling (Bevo’s) story and 

spreading the word.”  

Small College Basketball 

founder John McCarthy, to-

gether with University of 

Rio Grande Athletic Direc-

tor Jeff Lanham, came up 

with the idea for Bevo Fran-

cis Award five years ago in 

an effort to recognize talent, 

success, and character in 

college basketball’s small 

leagues, including the 

NAIA, NCAA D-II, and the 

NCCAA. While season sta-

tistics and individual 

achievements are taken into 

consideration, personal 

character and team achieve-

ments are also considered. 

The award honors the 

legacy of Clarence “Bevo” 

Francis, who from 1952 to 

1954 took the basketball 

world by storm, becoming 

one of the best players of his 

era, and saving Rio Grande 

College, now the University 

of Rio Grande, in the 

process.  

“From the very beginning, 

we had two primary pur-

poses for the creating of this 

award,” McCarthy said. 

“One was to keep the legacy 

of Bevo Francis alive. And 

number two was to honor a 

group of today’s finest play-

ers, and ultimately, the 

player who had the finest 

season of anybody in all of 

small college basketball.”  

During his first year at the 

school, the Redmen went 

39-0, the team averaged 101 

points per contest, and Fran-

cis averaged 50.1 points per 

game  - still the highest in 

college basketball 

history. He is also the only 

college hoops player in his-

tory to score 100 points in a 

game – twice.  

On February 2, 1954, he 

scored 113 against Hillsdale, 

then an NCAA record. 

While that record was even-

tually broken by Grinnell’s 

Jack Taylor in 2012, Francis 

still owns the No. 2, 7, 8, 17 

and 25th highest scoring 

Indians use late run to defeat Panthers
By Sean Douglas  

 

For nearly three quarters, 

the Mississinewa Indians 

and the Eastbrook Panthers, 

battled toe-to-toe on the 

hardwood, as has become 

custom in recent seasons. 

An inspired defensive ef-

fort from the Panthers kept 

the game close and frus-

trated the Indians over the 

first 22:20 of the contest. 

Eastbrook held Mis-

sissinewa to just 34 points 

in that time frame, kept Tai 

McClung from finding his 

rhythm in the post, and lim-

ited Landen Swanner’s 

touches after a 10-point first 

quarter.  

But over the final 9:40, 

Mississinewa’s recommit-

ment to defense and getting 

the ball inside, changed the 

course of the contest.  

The Indians used a 19-2 

run in the third and fourth 

quarters, and a 25-13 surge 

overall, to record their 13th 

win of the season on Friday 

evening, defeating the Pan-

thers 59-48.  

Despite the win, however, 

concerns still remain for the 

Indians. Over their last sev-

eral contests, they have 

struggled to put a full, four-

quarter effort together, and 

Mississinewa Head Coach 

James Reed knows that his 

team must play that way on 

a consistent basis in order to 

make a deep run in the state 

tournament.  

“This team is just playing 

some weird basketball right 

now,” Mississinewa Head 

Coach James Reed said. 

“They are figuring out two 

quarters, three quarters, but 

until they put together a full 

four quarters, it’s going to 

be a stressful end of the 

year.”  

Conversely, Eastbrook, 

while ultimately coming out 

on the losing end, put to-

gether one of their best per-

formances of the season, 

and one their best defensive 

showings, in the Greg Alli-

son era. The Panthers forced 

the Indians into 14 

turnovers over the first three 

quarters of the game, and 

their defensive play, as a 

whole, put them in a posi-

tion to potentially come 

away with a win. 

 “There are a lot of posi-

tives that we can take from 

this,” Eastbrook Head 

Coach Greg Allison said. 

“That was, probably, our 

best defensive half in the 

first half that we’ve played 

in the three years I’ve been 

here. There are a lot of posi-

tives that we can take from 

this going into our last week 

of the regular season and 

then sectional play.”  

Swanner led the charge in 

the first quarter, scoring all 

but two of Mississinewa’s 

points in the first eight min-

utes of play as the Indians 

took a 12-6 lead.  

However, the Panthers 

turned up their intensity on 

both ends of the court in the 

second quarter. Eastbrook 

began the quarter hitting 

their first five shots, which 

included a pair of baskets 

from Braxton Bowser and 

threes from Issac Rans and 

Bryce Dmyszewicz, to tie 

the game at 18-18. The In-

dians used a quick 7-0 burst 

to go back up by six, but a 

Harness three in the final 30 

seconds made it a 25-22 In-

dians’ lead at the halftime 

break.   

“Eastbrook was playing 

some driven basketball,” 

Reed said. “They were re-

ally motivated, they re-

bounded the ball really 

well, and they moved the 

ball really well offensively. 

They gave us some prob-

lems defensively with their 

energy.”  

Bowser dominated the 

third quarter, scoring eight 

points in the frame and giv-

ing the Panthers a 35-34 
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Photo: Kyle Mangas holding his 2020 Bevo Francis Award, with John McCarthy (left) 

and Jeff Lanham (right) flanking him on either side, Mangas with the IWU coaching staff

Mississinewa shooting guard scored 22 points, 15 in the 

first half, in the Indians’ victory over the Panthers on Fri-

day. Photo by Sean Douglas


