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Marion falls to Huntington North on Senior night

By Sean Douglas

Throughout their Senior
Night contest against Hunting-

ton North on Saturday, the Mar-

ion Giants lacked a discernible
rhythm.

Whether due to the emotion-
filled Senior Night festivities
celebrating the careers of four-
year players and their contribu-
tions to a program or the
fatigue of playing their third
game in four nights, the Giants
failed to get on track, proving
costly in a 58-50 loss to the
Vikings at the Bill Green Ath-
letic Arena.

“[They] controlled the
tempo,” Marion Head Coach

James Blackmon said. “We
played way below our
average.”

Marion shot just 16-0f-45 in
the contest, including a paltry
six-0f-25 from three-point
range, and only had one double-
digit scorer — Jalen Blackmon —
who scored 29 points.

The Giants got off to a strong
start, as seniors Sean Flynn and
Jake McCarthy each hit threes
in the first four minutes of the
opening stanza to give Marion
an early 8-2 lead. However,
Huntington North took over
after that and never relinquished
control. Behind four three-
pointers from guard Zach
Hubartt, the Vikings ended the

first quarter on a 14-2 run to
take a lead they would hold the
rest of the way.

“We just have to find out
what motivates us,” Blackmon
said. “When you are in that
locker room talking about Sen-
ior Night, that’s a special night.
You would think it would get a
little more energy for that type
of moment. If you don’t come
to compete, anybody can beat
you.”

The Vikings” higher energy
level combined with their
strong rebounding, helped them
create easy scoring chances and
more opportunities to score
points throughout the evening.
Despite being a much smaller

team, the Vikings outrebounded
the Giants 34-24, 10 of which
came on the offensive glass.

“When you let a small team
outrebound you, you give them
more opportunities to hold the
ball,” Blackmon said. “We have
to get those 50-50 balls. If we
are more athletic than another
team, if we are faster than an-
other team, we have to use that
to our advantage. I didn’t think
we did until the last five min-
utes of the ball game.”

Early in the second quarter,
the Giants cut the Huntington
lead to one point 16-15, but the
Vikings pushed that lead back
to nine late in the frame, taking
advantage of Marion’s inability

to score. Blackmon hit a three at
the buzzer, but the Giants still
trailed 27-21 at halftime.
Marion’s offensive woes con-
tinued in the third quarter, as the
team made just three field
goals. Huntington North led by
as many 11 points in the frame,
before taking an eight-point ad-
vantage into the final frame.
Finally, in the final five min-
utes of the contest, the Giants
began to stir, particularly Black-
mon, who scored 15 of his 29
points in the final stanza. How-
ever, the Vikings put the game
away at the foul line, knocking
down 14 of their 18 attempts in
the fourth quarter to secure the
upset victory.

For the game, the Vikings
shot 80 percent from the charity
stripe, finishing the game 20-of-
25 from the line.

“It was a good learning expe-
rience for us,” Blackmon said.
“If we can have that type of en-
ergy throughout the ball game,
that’s where we want to be.
When we start the new season,
we will be able to take care of
teams like that.”

Josh Balfour scored six
points to finish as the Giants’
second leading scorer, while
Matthew Goolsby scored four.

For Huntington, Hubartt led
the way with 23 points, while
Will Hotchkiss collected 16
points.

Giants

within two possessions
the rest of the first half,
but the Braves went into
the locker room with a
37-34 edge.

After not attempting a
shot in the second quar-
ter, Wood picked up right
where he left off, making
all four of his three-point
attempts and turning a
three-point lead into a
nine-point cushion for
the Braves at the end of
the third quarter. Wood
finished the contest with
22 points, 17 more than
his scoring average.

“We let a guy who av-
eraged five points a
game get 22 tonight.
You’ve got to pick your
[poison], and we picked
our poison by letting
[Wood] shoot,” Black-
mon said. “He made
some shots in the second
half that got them going
and [allowed them to]
get that little cushion.”

Additionally, Furst
began to find his rhythm

after halftime. While
Wood was making it rain
from the perimeter, Furst
took over in the post,
scoring seven points and
enforcing his will under-
neath the glass.

“We definitely wanted
to eliminate second
chance shots,” Blackmon
said. “The first half was
great, but in the second
half, we let him get those
high percentage shots.”

The Braves put the
contest away in the
fourth quarter, outscoring
the Giants 17-6 in the
opening 4:38 of the pe-
riod to build a double-
digit advantage they
would hold the rest of
the way.

Four of the Braves’
five starters finished in
double figures. Along
with Wood’s 22 points,
Furst collected a double-
double with 21 points
and 13 rebounds. As a
team, the Braves domi-
nated the glass, outre-

bounding the Giants 37-
19, while shooting 22-of-
33 (66 percent) from the

Ford Meter Box

floor in the second half.
Balfour finished with
18 points and four re-
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bounds for the Giants,
while Matthew Goolsby
scored six and both Jer-

maine Woods and Rod-
ney Gipson scored three.

Facilities Engineer

Join an outstanding manufacturing company known for its friendly culture, investment in people, and stable
employment. Ford Meter Box is currently accepting resumes for a Facilities Engineer at its Wabash, Indiana

location.

The position will be responsible for the following duties:
* The design, supervision, permitting, and cost estimates for all property related construction projects
» Maintaining/improving the condition of company property
= Assist in improving energy needs and utilization
* Working with vendors to obtain new and repair parts for buildings and plant equipment
» Managing emergency action program components
* Researching equipment upgrades and replacement for material handling, facilities, and energy applications
» Fostering a safe, clean, and orderly work environment
» Completing work to meet deadlines

The ideal candidate should have a four-year degree in engineering from a college or university with
experience in facility engineering and support. Excellent problem-solving and analytical skills required.

Resumes and digital portfolios may be sent in a standard email attachment or PDF format to

ortunities

accept office visits, phone calls, or onsite resume submissions.

Ford Meter Box offers competitive compensation and a variety of benefits.

ordmeterbox.com. Due to the high volume of resume submissions we are unable to

Great People, Great Benefits, Great Place

www.fordmeterbox.com

Tlmbercresi

v Senior Living Community
Now Hiring
Nurses

Registered Nurse/Licensed Practical Nurse

Full-Time Benefits Include

Paid Holidays
Paid VVacation

Retirement Plan
Shift Differentials
Medical/Dental/Vision

Apply online at
www.workattimbercrest.org

recently increased

COMPETITIVE
pay scales

visitwabashcounty.com

Email resumes to:
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WABASH CASTINGS INC

Wabash Castings, Inc. will be hosting a career fair
for Skilled Trades

When: February 26, 2021
Noon - 3:30 p.m.

March 5, 2021

Noon - 3:30 p.m.
Where: Wabash Castings
Will be taking applications for:
e Maintenance Technicians up to $35.00 per hour
e Furnace Tender up to $21.00 per hour
e Foundry Technician up to $21.00 plus per hour

*WE OFFER*
Competitive Wages
Health Insurance
Dental Insurance
Vision Insurance
401k

EOE
Drug Free Workplace

hr@wabcast.com or
apply at www.wabashcastings.com




