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Marks of a Servant - Part 2
In our last article we 

talked about the marks of 

a servant. We started with 

a definition that a servant 

is one employed to per-

form domestic or other 

services. We also shared a 

Scriptural passage con-

cerning servanthood from 

Matthew 20:26-28. You 

may be wondering, what 

does it entail to be a ser-

vant? 

Many times, a servant 

will experience suffering 

as they attempt to help 

someone else. Nothing 

we ever do in life is done 

without some type of 

cost. Even though every-

thing comes with a price, 

the rewards of our labor 

are out of this world. The 

immediate reward is a 

sense of worth and satis-

faction. If we have the 

ability to be of service to 

another, why wouldn’t we 

want to? Paul was a ser-

vant of the Lord who 

truly understood the cost 

of servanthood. 

As we study the life of 

Paul, there are two things 

that personal sufferings 

seemed to have done for 

him. First of all, because 

of his sufferings, Paul 

learned to transfer his 

trust in self to a trust in 

God. We sometimes be-

lieve that we are in con-

trol, and our lives are run 

according to us. How-

ever, God is in charge. He 

is the One in control and 

He always has been. We 

just need to accept this 

realization. The second 

principle is that suffering 

had awakened the prayers 

of others on Paul’s be-

half. If we would only 

look hard enough, there is 

always something good 

that comes from serving 

the Lord. As Paul was 

trying to enlighten the as-

sembly at Corinth, his 

focus was for them to see 

that we are all in this to-

gether. 

The sufferings that 

come from being a ser-

vant have definite pur-

pose. Why do God’s 

children experience suf-

fering? Let’s look at sev-

eral reasons that give us 

food for thought: 

1. Suffering reveals 

what metal we are made 

of – The Proverbs tell us 

that “iron sharpeneth 

iron.” There are many 

different types of metal 

varying from the softest 

to the hardest. There are 

times that our Lord tests 

us just to see who we re-

ally are. 

2. Suffering will test 

the sincerity of our heart 

– There have been times 

in my life that I have re-

ally searched my soul 

concerning my love for 

the Lord. It has been said 

that we only do what we 

believe, and the rest is 

just religious talk. We re-

ally don’t need any more 

religious talk. 

3. Suffering will set an 

edge upon our desires and 

our prayers – There are 

times in life when we 

have no one else to turn 

to. Proverbs 3:5a tells us 

“Trust in the Lord…” 

Where do you place your 

trust? 

4. Suffering will exer-

cise our faith and pa-

tience – The writer of 

Hebrews puts an interest-

ing twist on our faith, 

“But without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, 

for he that cometh to God 

must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder 

of them that diligently 

seek Him” (Hebrews 

11:6). 

5. Suffering will perfect 

the work of God in us – 

Isn’t it amazing how God 

will use things to get our 

attention? We don’t usu-

ally do our best soul-

searching in the good 

times. As I look back on 

my Christian journey, I 

am thankful for every ob-

stacle that has been 

placed in my way. It has 

given me a better and 

clearer understanding of 

the work of God and 

what He expects of me. 

As a servant of the 

Lord, we are reminded 

that there will be times 

when things don’t go the 

way we planned, but we 

are assured of greater 

blessing for the work we 

do. Nothing can compare 

to the satisfaction that 

comes from serving oth-

ers.
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Haley, Wilk, Olyer highlight 

sexual assault awareness month

By Sean Douglas 

 

With April being Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month, 

Marion Police Chief An-

gela Haley, Hands of Hope 

Director Linda Wilk, and 

WBAT news reporter 

Samantha Olyer discussed 

the goals of Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month and re-

sources available to those 

who have been victims of 

sexual violence. In the lat-

est Marion Common 

Council meeting, the trio 

encouraged victims to 

speak out in an effort to 

change the sexual assault 

narrative and get the help 

they need.  

“There is one category 

in particular that I don’t 

believe accurately reflects 

what is happening in our 

community, and that is the 

category of rape,” Haley 

stated. “Statistically, we 

know those crimes go 

under-reported in every 

community of the country. 

There is a stigma associ-

ated with that.” 

To help combat victim-
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