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Love knows no age limit
My great nephew turns 12 

today. It just does not seem 

possible. I still remember 

when my sister called me to 

let me know her high school 

senior was pregnant. Her 

only daughter. 

So, when Cayden was born 

my sister embraced him and 

her daughter. My parents also 

stepped up and became the 

stable role models that were 

needed. 

Over the years my niece 

struggled with being a teen 

parent. For a brief time, her 

and Cayden’s father tried to 

be a couple. That did not 

work out, so my niece moved 

back home. My niece would 

go on to be a part-time par-

ent, living with my sister, 

then living on her own, then 

moving away for a time and 

so on. 

Because my niece was in 

and out of her son’s life, my 

sister decided to take over re-

sponsibility of her grandson, 

having him move in with her 

and her husband. They be-

came his unofficial parents.   

To this day my sister has 

never adopted her grandson 

and she has always made 

sure her daughter has re-

mained in her son’s life.        

For instance, my sister and 

niece both go to Cayden’s 

parent-teacher conferences 

and important medical ap-

pointments. 

As is the case with so 

many grandparents raising 

their grandchildren, it has 

just become a way of life for 

my sister. 

There of course have been 

times when the thought was 

it would be better for Cayden 

to move back with his mom, 

especially after she got mar-

ried a few years ago and be-

came the mother to a 

daughter and son.  

However, given the fact 

Cayden is 8 to 10 years older 

than his half-brother and 

half- sister, the rambunc-

tiousness of his half siblings 

is a bit more than Cayden can 

handle fulltime. 

As I watch from the out-

side all the dynamics taking 

place, what I find most in-

triguing, is the love my great-

nephew has for my parents. 

Over the years, Cayden 

also spent a lot of time at my 

parents’ house. It was not un-

common for him to come 

over to climb one of the 

many trees in their front yard 

– not a shining moment for 

Cayden as my sister tried to 

be stern and get him out of 

the tree. It was usually left up 

to my dad to get Cayden to 

listen and climb down. 

Or the daily ritual of my 

parents going for coffee and 

Cayden occasionally going 

along for a treat. There was 

also the daily feeding of the 

squirrels in my parent’s back 

yard. My dad also had bird 

feeders, but it seemed squir-

rels were much more intrigu-

ing to my dad. 

When my dad was diag-

nosed with lung cancer and 

brought home to die, it was 

Cayden, then 10, who wanted 

to be by my dad’s side until 

he took his last breath. 

I know my sister was un-

sure that she wanted Cayden 

there, not knowing how that 

might traumatize Cayden, but 

seeing how intent he was on 

being there, she let him stay. 

Cayden then wanted to be 

a pall bearer for the funeral, 

which because of the weight 

of the casket we made him an 

honorary pall bearer – a role 

he embraced. 

After the funeral, and as 

we were cleaning out dad’s 

closets, Cayden asked to be 

able to keep a couple of my 

dad’s watches – one a pocket 

watch. Cayden also took 

some of my dad’s bow ties, 

wearing one in his school 

picture. 

His love for my parents 

has continued, as he recently 

asked my mom if she could 

make a quilt out of my dad’s 

old jeans and put pictures of 

my dad with his patrol car on 

the quilt. 

Cayden has also taken a 

real caring for my mom, call-

ing her to see if he can come 

over to spend time with her 

either playing a board game, 

feeding the birds and squir-

rels or just hanging out. 

In a day and age where 

most pre-teens are focused 

on their own activities, I truly 

feel blessed that my great-

nephew has been able to par-

tially fill a void that has been 

left by my dad’s death. 

During my recent visit 

home where my sister’s hus-

band’s health was taking a 

turn for the worse, once 

again, Cayden has stepped up 

to be that support both my 

sister and husband need.  

I know life is valuable and 

God has a reason for every-

thing He does and provides 

to us, I just would not have 

guessed how special a 12-

year-old could become to so 

many.    
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Marion e-sports program to expand
Marion Community 

Schools announced today 

that their championship 

winning e-sports program 

will be expanding to in-

clude teams at both Mc-

Culloch Junior High and 

Justice Intermediate 

School beginning in fall 

2021. 

“We are excited for the 

chance to bring e-sports 

opportunities to students in 

grades 5 through 8 in a 

supportive and safe envi-

ronment, “said Travis Hue-

ston, head coach of the 

Giants e-sports program 

and instructor for the Mar-

ion Regional Career Cen-

ter IT and Cybersecurity 

Academy. “Marion Giant 

e-sports thrives on build-

ing a competitive gaming 

community that is wel-

coming to all players. 

Gaming will introduce 

Marion Community 

Schools students in grades 

5 through 8 to the world of 

computer science in a 

unique way that will allow 

me, as the instructor, to 

build from as each student 

progresses through future 

programming.” 

Nate McNeely, Director 

of the Marion Regional 

Career Center, said e-

sports is right at home with 

the many career pathways 

MRCC offers. 

“It is not just a game,” 

he said. “What we are 

doing is transforming their 

hobby of playing games 

into a career.” 

Hueston noted that this 

expansion will also pro-

vide new opportunities for 

the older students. 

“Our high school team 

will be mentoring the 

younger teams,” he said. 

“We are unbelievably 

hyped to start.” 

Giants e-sports offers 

opportunities for a wide 

range of students, both 

gamers and those inter-

ested in the businesses of 

e-sports marketing and 

broadcasting. The team 

looks forward to building 

on these strengths for 

many years to come.


