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Astro Tide Photography celebrates ribbon ceremony
By Loretta Tappan 

The two-story building at 

102 E. 4th St. on the corner 

of Fourth and Washington 

streets begins a new chapter 

with budding entrepreneurs. 

A few weeks after Morrell 

Scooters ribbon cutting in 

the same location, Astro 

Tide Photography celebrated 

their ribbon ceremony down 

the hall with the Marion-

Grant County Chamber of 

Commerce on Tuesday, 

April 13, 2021, followed by 

a grand opening on Satur-

day, April 17. 

Founder Krissy Schroeder 

named the business Astro 

Tide because “you can al-

ways catch me looking up at 

the sky - sunrises to starry 

nights. It’s just beautiful. 

And, the ocean is my fa-

vorite place. So, I just put 

the two together.”  

Schroeder operates and 

manages Astro Tide full-

time and works at Echo 

Gallery as a gallery assistant 

part-time. Her boyfriend 

Daniel Hodson works full-

time at Wal-Mart Distribu-

tion Center of Gas City and 

helps Schroeder with pho-

tography part-time. 

Schroeder’s interest in 

photography began in high 

school with two back-to-

back photography classes in 

her junior and senior years 

at Peru High School. Pho-

tography remained a hobby 

for ten years. In 2018, 

Schroeder decided it was 

time to transition her hobby 

into a career. 

“It started slow and 

picked up as I branched out. 

When I moved to Marion in 

2019, the community was 

supportive. The business 

continued to grow, and I 

was able to start renting this 

space in March. The place is 

coming together, one Hobby 

Lobby visit at a time,” said 

Schroeder.  

Astro Tide also promi-

nently features bright art-

work by Tashema Davis, 

local artist and owner of 

Echo Gallery, on nearly 

every wall. 

This location stood out 

due to the access to natural 

lighting throughout the day. 

Schroeder said she will still 

take her camera out to shoot 

on-site as well. 

The business website, as-

trotidephotography.mypix-

ieset.com, features artwork 

from themed shoots with 

models to family photos for 

the holiday greeting cards. 

Asked what keeps her 

going, Schroeder said: 

“Capturing memories for 

everyone, and making time 

to stand still for a second. 

When I first started taking 

photos, I would only take 

photos of my son - he mod-

els for me all the time. 

When I started taking pho-

tos for other families, I was 

able to see how they reacted 

to those photos and to hav-

ing their keepsakes. It en-

hances my connection with 

people, and that keeps me 

going.” 

Photography aside, Hod-

son and Schroeder are music 

enthusiasts as well and said, 

“it’s possible we will host 

events here. Some acoustic 

music would be great.” 

For more information or 

to book a session, contact 

Schroeder at astrotide-

photo@gmail.com. 

Daniel Hodson and Krissy Schroeder celebrate 

the ribbon cutting ceremony along with others for 

Astro Tide Photography.                               

Photo by Loretta Tappan.

COVID-19 Economic Relief Initiative 
funding released by United Way

United Way of Grant 

County is pleased to an-

nounce another release of 

funding through the Eco-

nomic Relief Initiative. 

The Economic Relief Ini-

tiative, has been made pos-

sible through a partnership 

between Lilly Endowment, 

Inc. and Indiana United 

Ways.  These special funds 

will be used to boost the 

efforts of human and social 

service nonprofits on the 

frontlines of the Covid-19 

pandemic.   

The Economic Relief 

Initiative is designed to ad-

dress relief from and tran-

sition to a routine after 

COIVD-19 pandemic. The 

United Way is driven by 

the mission to build 

stronger families by focus-

ing support on Health, Ed-

ucation and Financial 

Stability to achieve meas-

urable results by uniting 

community resources. 

COVID-19 has aggravated 

many of the root causes 

and circumstances of 

poverty and increased the 

challenges faced by Asset 

Limited Income Con-

strained Employed 

(ALICE) families in Grant 

County. The United Way 

of Grant County is focused 

on addressing root causes 

that are barriers to 

strengthening families in 

the community. 

The United Way of 

Grant County has awarded 

the $380,000 available in 

funding for this special ini-

tiative. “Throughout this 

process we have seen com-

munity organizations de-

velop creative 

programming with vision 

to support adults, children, 

and families in Grant 

County meet the chal-

lenges and gaps as a result 

of COVID-19 and the dis-

ruption the pandemic has 

caused all of our lives.  At 

the United Way of Grant 

County, and with the sup-

port of the Lily Founda-

tion,” said United Way 

Board President Jonathan 

Perez. “We are excited to 

step into the future with 

new opportunities to sup-

port and strengthen this 

community.” 

Awardees for the final 

round of funding were fo-

cused on addressing educa-

tional gaps and challenges 

faced by the need for vir-

tual learning and the ex-

pansion of programs to 

help financial stability for 

individuals. These pro-

grams include Grant 

County Boys & Girls Club 

Summer Power Hour 

($20,000), Hope House for 

transportation ($12,000), 

Community School of the 

Arts after school program-

ming ($40,000), and Ivy 

Tech Community College 

for Middle & High School 

Credit Recovery 

($48,000). 

The successful invest-

ments of the ERI Wave 1 

funding made the United 

Way of Grant County eli-

gible for a 2nd Wave of 

funding which should be 

available in May 2021. Ap-

plicants to the Economic 

Relief Initiative Grant 

processes are encouraged 

to be creative and collabo-

rative in designing and/or 

transitioning programing 

to address barriers that 

working families face in 

Grant County that have 

been exacerbated by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

Interested non-profit or-

ganizations should consult 

United Way of Grant 

County’s website for guid-

ance on funding intent and 

application instructions at 

https://www.unitedwayof-

grantcounty.org/covid-19-

economic-relief-

St. Martin Community Center 

receives $20,500 donation 
MARION — St. Mar-

tin Community Center, 

located in Marion, is 

passionate about caring 

for the Grant County 

community. Since 1967, 

St. Martin Community 

Center’s staff and vol-

unteers have served 

meals to those in need.  

Director Teresa 

Campbell explained 

COVID-19 required the 

center to close its thrift 

shop for three months 

during the height of the 

crisis, but the need for 

meals was tremendous 

so St. Martin Commu-

nity Center continued 

throughout the pan-

demic to serve meals 

three times a day, seven 

days a week.  

Without the generos-

ity of the community, 

this effort could not 

have been successful. 

Unemployment and 

families with children 

without food security 

grew through this trying 

time. These needs were 

met by St. Martin’s 

preparing boxed meal 

service that provided a 

safe and efficient way 

to meet the growing 

hunger needs of the 

community.    

In January 2021, a 

local manufacturer de-

cided to start a donation 

challenge among the fa-

cilities in the county. 

The Growth Council 

was honored to be a 

partner in soliciting and 

collecting the financial 

donations on behalf of 

the manufacturers.  

As a result, on 

Wednesday, April 14, 

the Manufacturers 

Council in partnership 

with the Growth Coun-

cil donated $20,500 to 

St. Martin Community 

Center.  Thank you to 

the local manufacturers 

who participated in the 

challenge. Teresa was 

grateful for the gener-

ous gift that will make a 

difference within the or-

ganization and within 

the Grant County com-

munity.  

For more information 

about St. Martin Com-

munity Center, please 

visit their website 

http://www.saintmartin-

center.com/ 

The Manufacturers Council partnered with the Growth 

Council and donated $20,500 to St. Martin Community 

Center.

Drug take back day, April 24
The Marion Police De-

partment will be accepting 

unwanted medications on 

Saturday, April 24. Offi-

cers will be in the parking 

lot east of City Hall from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to accept 

drop-offs that day.  

Visit DEAtakeback.com 

for overall campaign infor-

mation and other drop-off 

locations nearby. 


