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Incredible Treasure
What do you have that 

is valuable? Are you a 

collector? Most people 

have a collection of some-

thing or other that they 

have had for a long time 

that has sentimental sig-

nificance. It could be a 

collection of angels, 

coins, salt & pepper shak-

ers, china, baskets, fishing 

equipment, golf acces-

sories, or even an antique. 

I once had a friend that 

had 250,000 baseball 

cards. He had several 

Johnny Bench cards, be-

cause he was the man. 

Over the years I have col-

lected coins, guitars, 

knives, and watches. 

These were at one time 

very important to me. The 

funny thing is that I don’t 

have any of these collec-

tions anymore because 

they have just become 

“stuff.”  

When Paul was writing 

his second letter to the 

people of Corinth he 

wanted the people to see 

what they really had by 

being followers of Christ. 

The people of that day 

were much like the people 

of today. They dreamed of 

being wealthy, but didn’t 

understand that they al-

ready were. If you take 

the time to read II 

Corinthians 4:1-7, you 

will see that they had 

something special in 

Christ, and Paul called it a 

‘treasure.’ Paul called it 

incredible treasure, and he 

wanted to be sure the peo-

ple understood exactly 

what had been given to 

them. 

Paul stressed the impor-

tance of understanding we 

are all ‘ministers’ of the 

Gospel. What does that 

mean? Let’s take a mo-

ment and look at what we 

have: 

1. We have a Divine 

call – The same God who 

saved us and forgave us of 

our sin called every one of 

us to be His ministers. 

This is not an optional 

call, it is real, and we 

must be about the Father’s 

business. He has called us 

to be His servants, His 

messengers, and His wit-

nesses to an abundant life. 

This call is not something 

we deserve. We can never 

be worthy of His mercy 

and grace (Romans 5:8). 

2. We have a trustwor-

thy life - There is an entire 

list of qualifications given 

in I Timothy 3, concern-

ing workers in the church. 

These qualifications are 

largely based on an indi-

vidual who has special 

skills and consistently dis-

plays them. Paul’s min-

istry was lined with 

honesty. Jesus told His 

disciples in John 8:32 that 

the truth shall set us free. 

Honesty is a must as a 

minister. He also stressed 

integrity as an intricate 

part of his life. In II 

Corinthians 4:2, Paul re-

nounced secret and 

shameful ways. He 

wanted the believers to 

know that he never used 

deception as a part of his 

work. We must live life 

openly, available for all to 

see. God wants us to be 

transparent. There is no 

greater hindrance than the 

loss of credibility. 

3. We have an authentic 

message – One form of 

deception Paul had ob-

served was a willingness 

to distort the Word of God 

(verse 2). Paul warned 

Timothy to rightly divide 

the Word (II Timothy 

2:15), and there is nothing 

less that is acceptable. Re-

alizing we have an au-

thentic Word helps us 

want to convey its de-

mand to others. The peo-

ple wanted to mix 

Judaism with the New 

Covenant. We can distort 

the Gospel by reducing its 

demand (Romans 6:1, 2). 

We distort God’s Word in 

favor of our own word. 

We must understand that 

what we have to say is 

nothing in comparison to 

what God says. 

4. We have a clear focus 

(verse 5) – Sometimes we 

forget to keep the first 

things first, but when it 

comes to Christ, we must 

remember He is our mes-

sage. We are prone to be-

lieve that what we have to 

say is important, but it is 

not our words, our church, 

or our denomination. We 

have been richly blessed 

in Christ Jesus, and He 

has given us an incredible 

treasure. The key ques-

tions is, “Will you use it?” 
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Taylor University student newspaper  

captures second place in ICPA contest

The Echo, Taylor Univer-

sity’s student newspaper, 

captured six first place 

awards, seven second place 

awards, and one third place 

award to finish second in 

Division 3 of the spring 

2021 Indiana Collegiate 

Press Association (ICPA) 

contest.  

 In addition to Taylor, the 

ICPA’s Division 3 includes 

Anderson University, 

Goshen College, Manches-

ter College, and Wabash 

College. 

 Junior Holly Gaskill won 

four awards – three firsts 

and a second. Sophomore 

Markus Miller also won 

four individual awards with 

a first, two seconds, and a 

third-place award. Addi-

tionally, The Echo’s edito-

rial board won a 

second-place award for an 

op-ed piece. 

 “The Echo team’s recog-

nition at this statewide level 

is well-deserved,” said Dr. 

Alan Blanchard, Associate 

Professor of Journalism and 

the faculty adviser for the 

newspaper. 

 “The Echo is made up of 

great team of students from 

a variety of majors from 

across campus,” Blanchard 

added. “The students work 

very hard creating com-

pelling, interesting stories 

week in and week out. And 

the Taylor University com-

munity benefits from their 

creative skills and talents 

that include writing, edit-

ing, photography, graphic 

design, and more.”


