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The Joy of a clear conscience
When Paul wrote the 

second letter to the church 

at Corinth, it was much 

different than the first let-

ter. In his first letter Paul’s 

total focus was Christian 

conduct. In that letter (I 

Corinthians) he laid out 

the foundation showing 

how we should conduct 

our lives. At the time the 

people were very recep-

tive and obliging to fol-

low Paul’s teaching. 

When he sent his second 

letter (II Corinthians) the 

focus changed to the au-

thority of Paul, and it laid 

out why he was doing 

what he was doing. 

Paul began his writing 

by explaining who he was 

and all that he repre-

sented. He wanted them to 

see he hadn’t changed and 

was the same guy. He 

shared about his suffer-

ings for Christ’s sake, and 

then comes to a pivotal 

point in his message, “For 

our rejoicing is this, the 

testimony of our con-

science, that in simplicity 

and godly sincerity, not 

with fleshly wisdom but 

by the grace of God, we 

have behaved ourselves in 

the world, and more abun-

dantly toward you” (II 

Corinthians 1:12). 

Paul had no reserva-

tions that he had a clear 

conscience before them, 

as well as the Lord. He 

understood his role in the 

work of the Lord and he 

never veered away from 

it. He was not bragging 

about his conscience, but 

he was trying to teach the 

believers at Corinth that 

there was real value in 

doing what they were sup-

posed to do. Even though 

some were questioning his 

authority in the faith, his 

faith was grounded solidly 

upon the work of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Opposition 

and suffering were not 

strangers to Paul because 

he had endured many 

things for the Lord. 

Paul wanted the people 

to understand that by hav-

ing a clear conscience 

they had a lot working in 

their favor. There was a 

need to see the impor-

tance of doing what was 

right. Paul didn’t want to 

mislead the people or be a 

burden to them, but there 

was real satisfaction in 

doing what was right. He 

also stressed the impor-

tance of doing what was 

right, with a right motive. 

There are some people 

who do what is right, but 

down deep inside they re-

ally don’t want to. 

There was also the issue 

of having a clear con-

science with the end result 

being grounds for rejoic-

ing. This was represented 

by internally and exter-

nally obeying God. Obe-

dience is a great thing for 

all of us because it brings 

about the attitude to praise 

the Lord. When praising 

the Lord is incorporated, 

it inevitably will bring 

about the praise of the 

world as well. Although 

the bottom line is not the 

praise of man, it is the 

praise of God that matters. 

Those who comprehend 

these steps stand entitled 

to the blessings of eternal 

life. 

Paul’s teaching was a 

tremendous challenge to 

the people of his day, and 

also to us today. He was 

always looking for the im-

provement of the be-

liever’s walk with the 

Lord. One must always 

recognize the gracious 

state we embrace. There 

must also be the acknowl-

edgment of understanding 

our duty. This will only 

bring contentment. There 

should never be any fear 

of duty, because when 

God calls us He always 

takes care of all the de-

tails. 

It is my prayer for each 

of us that we might expe-

rience life with a clear 

conscience. We should 

never hold on to hatred, 

malice, bitterness ….. etc. 

Life is too short to ruin 

our own lives holding 

onto bad feeling toward 

others. May the Lord free 

us all in our minds that we 

might think right and act 

right.
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IWU, Ivy Tech make admission agreement
Indiana Wesleyan Uni-

versity’s (IWU) Marion, IN 

residential campus is 

pleased to announce a new 

Guaranteed Admission 

Agreement with Ivy Tech 

Community College 

(ITCC). The agreement al-

lows Ivy Tech students to 

be guaranteed admission 

into IWU’s undergraduate 

programs upon completion 

of degree requirements at 

the associate level for any 

ITCC transfer degree.  

The Guaranteed Admis-

sion comes with an applica-

tion fee waiver and 

eliminates any loss of cred-

its while minimizing cost to 

Ivy Tech students, ensuring 

they are able to complete 

their bachelor’s degrees on 

time. Students must meet 

established eligibility re-

quirements for academic 

programs at IWU-Marion 

as outlined in the university 

catalog.  

A similar agreement 

was entered into in 

January of 2021 be-

tween IWU-National 

& Global and Ivy Tech 

Community College. 

Degrees at ITCC eligi-

ble for Guaranteed Ad-

mission into an 

IWU-National & 

Global program are the 

Associate of Arts—

AA; Associate of Sci-

ence—AS; Associate 

of Science in Nursing 

– ASN; Associate of 

General Studies—

AGS; and Associate of 

Fine Arts—AFA.  

These Guaranteed Ad-

mission Agreements are the 

latest in an ongoing partner-

ship between Ivy Tech and 

IWU as both institutions 

continue to work jointly to 

creatively provide Hoosiers 

with access to high quality 

education.  

For more information, 

contact IWU-Marion Ad-

missions at 866-468-6498 

or IWU-National & Global 

Admissions at 866-498-

4968.


