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Forget the politics and fix this town
Please, if you will, 

put aside all practical 

issues and politics and 

maybe some federal 

regulations for just a 

minute and consider 

this: 

What if Marion sud-

denly and without 

warning had the 

money to clean up the 

mess that our town has 

become, to get rid of 

long-abandoned 

houses that have de-

cayed into unsightly 

and unsafe shacks, to 

dispose of empty 

buildings that are be-

yond redemption, to 

clear the landscape and 

rid ourselves of the ug-

liness that has over-

whelmed our town in 

the last 20 or 30 years. 

What if Marion’s 

leadership and resi-

dents acknowledged 

that times have 

changed, the town has 

changed and it is time 

to reset and reboot to 

become the place that 

we – and others – will 

want to live and work 

30 years from now. 

Approach Marion 

from any direction – 

Ind. 9, Ind. 37, Ind. 18 

— and, with one ex-

ception,  you are 

greeted by a fresh vi-

sion of hell: Decay, 

disinterest, devasta-

tion, decline. The only 

exception is approach-

ing Marion from the 

north on Ind. 15. Toler-

able, but not excep-

tional.  

And drive across 

town, east to west, 

north to south and the 

vision persists. But I’m 

not telling you any-

thing you don’t know. 

You’ve seen it and for 

years we have scraped 

and scrounged for a 

few dollars to do what 

we can to rid ourselves 

of the mess. It is costly 

to clean up. City 

Building Commis-

sioner Jerry Foustnight 

says it costs $5,000 to 

$8,000 to demolish and 

dispose of an average 

abandoned house and 

restore the landscape.  

It took us 50 years of 

decline to get here and 

to climb out is going to 

take time and cost 

money, serious money. 

Thus I ask the ques-

tion: Can we put aside 

our personal agendas 

and agree that if the 

city were to have 

nearly $6 million fall 

out of the sky, every 

dime of it would be 

spent to make our 

home place livable 

once again? 

This is not a 

pipedream. State, 

county, city govern-

ments across the nation 

are about to get their 

slice of the trillions of 

dollars in boondoggle 

that is the federal 

COVID relief law. We 

can argue forever 

about whether it is a 

good or bad idea; fact 

is, it is there, not going 

away, and Marion is to 

get about $5.8 million. 

More millions will go 

to Grant County, Gas 

City and other commu-

nities in the county. 

The first thing we 

don’t know is who has 

control of the money: 

Mayor Alumbaugh? 

The City Council? To 

be determined, al-

though it looks as 

though there will need 

to be cooperation. Last 

time around with this 

money – much less of 

it – the mayor was 

placed in charge by the 

federal law and the 

mayor and council 

squabbled over it. 

There will be per-

fectly good arguments 

all over the place on 

how to spend it. Pave 

the streets, fix the 

roads, repair and ex-

tend the River Walk, 

build a new Number 

One Fire Station, im-

prove Matter Park, 

dozens of ideas, most 

of them good. 

And with a gaggle of 

council members run-

ning for mayor, the list 

will be endless and rid-

dled with ways to frit-

ter the money away. 

Jerry Foustnight  

says there are well 

more than 100 houses 

around town that are 

beyond hope. Caved 

roofs, windows long 

gone, collapsed 

porches. Simply unsafe 

and uninhabitable.  

Last year he had 

$100,000 available to 

demolish 26 derelicts. 

This year, a tad more 

money but the list is 

even longer.  By de-

fault the city has ended 

up owning some of 

these wrecks, but does-

n’t want to be in the 

real estate business.  

“We can’t expect you 

to maintain your prop-

erty if we don’t main-

tain ours,” he said, “so 

we spend a lot of time 

and money mowing 

weeds and lawns at 

these places.” 

The process for iden-

tifying and getting rid 

of the wrecks is com-

plicated.  Not the least 

of the problems: Chas-

ing down property 

owners and landlords 

who are all over the 

country. The internet 

has made dealing in 

derelict buildings 

cheap and attractive.  

We end up paying the 

bill to get rid of a mess 

owned by some jerk in 

Burbank, Calif’, who 

cares not whit about 

our problems – yours 

and mine. 

So, can we agree 

right now that every 

dime of whatever 

windfall we get from 

the feds will be spent 

making our town pre-

sentable to the next 

generation who will be 

living here?  Save the 

squabbling until later.  

Do I hear a motion? 


