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One man’s junk can become another man’s treasure
They say, “One Man’s Junk is 

Another Man’s Treasure” and I 

would have to agree.  

Or in my dad’s case, appar-

ently, most anything he found 

could be used somehow at 

sometime because there sure 

was a lot of junk I cleaned 

through during a recent trip 

home. 

During my weekly Zoom 

calls with my mom the topic of 

the annual Boy Scout Auction 

would become a topic of discus-

sion. She knew how much my 

dad liked to support the Boy 

Scouts and tried to give them 

something to sell each year. I 

would venture to guess he 

bought several items at the event 

as well. 

I always knew my dad was a 

tinkerer. I remember on more 

than one occasion he found a 

log that my husband had for our 

fireplace that he hauled home to 

Nebraska to make an incredibly 

beautiful bowl or other wood 

item. 

He was also a collector of odd 

items. I recall as a child my dad 

coming home with random 

items, he found on the highway 

during his patrolling days.  

Dad was also known to go to 

auctions and buy a box of odds 

and ends because he saw one 

thing that intrigued him. 

 So, since I was home, I de-

cided to see just what might be 

in an area of the house we call 

the hole. Around 1983, my dad 

decided to add on to the house 

creating an area off the dining 

room, and a storage room for 

himself. What went in the hole 

was truly intriguing as we 

hauled up boxes of Life and Na-

tional Geographic magazines, 

weed eaters, jugs used for wine, 

an old desk, boxes of wood, his 

old Nebraska State Patrol ticket 

books, accident investigation 

photos, toys, door knobs and an 

antique fire extinguisher to 

name a few.  

There were wooden desk 

drawers but no desk to put the 

drawers in. There were side rails 

from a rocking chair and what 

appeared to be the bottom sec-

tion of a swivel chair.    

I would say my dad’s philoso-

phy was that someday that piece 

or part would be just what he 

needed to fix that or make this.  

Unfortunately, being in a 

dark, damp underground area re-

sulted in much of what had been 

stored, musty and moldy and 

home to mice. While we were 

able to set aside a garage floor 

filled with items for the Boy 

Scout auction, we also took a 

truck load to the local dump and 

filled six 60-gallon trash cans 

with stuff. 

There were also childhood 

toys, some that were metal that 

we played in the sandbox with – 

a dump truck, concrete mixer, 

tractors and trucks. Those will 

be saved for my sister’s younger 

two grandchildren for when they 

get a little older. 

And there was a box labeled 

save for Roger – my brother. We 

had asked my brother if he had 

time to help with the declutter-

ing process when we were to-

gether for my mom’s birthday 

that Friday. He had told us then 

that it was doubtful as he was 

sure his wife had a list of things 

for him to do yet that weekend. 

The box labeled for my 

brother, intrigued both my sister 

and I, so we took a peek, finding 

metal spiked baseball shoes and 

baseballs, football shoes, several 

punt, pass and kick trophies and 

a black top hat that we surmised 

was worn when he was crowned 

either homecoming king or 

prom king.  

We texted our brother to see 

if he wanted the items and he re-

sponded asking that we stop 

looking and store the box for 

him. So, we did! 

Then that Saturday afternoon 

I got a call from my brother that 

he was going to come help us 

sort through the hole that Sun-

day afternoon, his duties at 

home apparently had been less-

ened or he did not want us find-

ing any other of his mementos. 

It was interesting as we went 

through more and more boxes, 

what my brother loaded up to 

take home. He trashed all the 

sports memorabilia, gave the top 

hat to our great nephew and kept 

a York News Times Newspaper 

Carrier of the Year trophy. 

He also took some wooden 

toys, a telephone and train set 

despite the fact he has no chil-

dren or grandchildren. 

There was also the Mountain 

Dew collection of cans found in 

two boxes I remembered my 

brother had displayed in his bed-

room growing up. Each can 

have one of the 50 states of 

America and when built dis-

plays a picture. He also took 

those, which made me laugh 

wondering what his wife who 

did not come with him would 

think. 

So, as we cleaned out one 

man’s treasures and trash, my 

brother carried on my dad’s tra-

dition in some respects, taking 

home some of his own treasures.

Two arrested on over 20 criminal charges after vehicle pursuit
On April 22, a vehicle pur-

suit led to the arrests of Ravyn 

Brooks, 20, address unknown, 

and Joshua Rogers, 31, of 

Marion.  

Both were incarcerated in 

the Grant County Jail to face 

criminal charges for dealing 

methamphetamine, dealing in 

a legend drug, unlawful pos-

session of syringes, possession 

of a controlled substance, pos-

session of a legend drug, pos-

session of marijuana, 

possession of methampheta-

mine, possession of a narcotic, 

possession of a firearm with-

out a permit, possession of 

paraphernalia, and possession 

of stolen property.  Brooks 

faces additional charges for 

resisting law enforcement 

with a vehicle, operating a ve-

hicle while intoxicated caus-

ing injury, and operating a 

vehicle without ever having 

received a license. She also 

had an outstanding arrest war-

rant for possession of a nar-

cotic issued from Madison 

County.  

At approximately 8:58 p.m., 

Indiana State Police Trooper 

Edward Titus initiated a traffic 

stop on a Nissan Rogue, 

which was allegedly traveling 

westbound on State Road 18, 

near Nebraska Street, without 

taillights. The driver of the 

Nissan, later identified as 

Brooks, failed to stop, and led 

Titus on a vehicle pursuit. The 

chase ended when the Nissan 

crashed into a tree at 2145 

West Second Street in Marion. 

Brooks and Rogers were taken 

into custody. Rogers was a 

passenger in the Nissan. 

Both were transported to 

Marion General Hospital. 

Brooks had a complaint of leg 

pain. Rogers for a medical 

check. Both were treated and 

released. 

During a search of the Nis-

san, Brooks, and Rogers offi-

cers allegedly found over two 

ounces of methamphetamine, 

heroin, several syringes, two 

scales, 111 Trazodone pills, 32 

Venelafaxine Hydrochloride 

pills, two Baclofen pills, one 

Clonazepam pill, marijuana, 

and liquid lidocaine. Officers 

also purportedly found a 

loaded Glock 43 handgun. The 

gun had been reported stolen 

from Fort Wayne.  

Further investigation re-

vealed that Brooks was al-

legedly driving under the in-

fluence of a narcotic and with-

out ever having received an 

operator’s license.  

Titus was assisted by offi-

cers from the Marion Police 

Department, Trooper Keagan 

Kern, and Trooper 

Dukengston Lavache. 

All criminal defendants are 

to be presumed innocent until, 

and unless proven guilty be-

yond a reasonable doubt in a 

court of law.         


