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Dozens of MHS students, grads earn AP Scholar honors
More than three dozen 

current Marion High 

School students and mem-

bers of the MHS Class of 

2020 have been recog-

nized by the College 

Board for their cumulative 

excellent performance on 

multiple Advanced Place-

ment tests in the 2019-20 

school year or earlier in 

their high school career.  

This accomplishment is 

worthy of high praise in 

any school year, but it is 

particularly impressive in 

a year when classes 

shifted online and stu-

dents had to adapt to new 

distance testing protocols 

and systems. 

Every year, the College 

Board, which administers 

AP exams, awards stu-

dents who have excelled 

on multiple exams. AP 

exams are scored on a 

scale of 1 to 5. A score of 

3 designates the student as 

“qualified” and capable of 

doing the work of an in-

troductory-level course in 

a particular subject at col-

lege, according to the AP 

Program’s website. Many 

colleges and universities 

grant credit and placement 

for scores of 3, 4 or 5, but 

the AP Program’s website 

notes that each college de-

cides which scores it will 

accept.  

Here’s a complete look 

at the most recent AP hon-

ors, reflecting scores on 

tests taken in spring 2020 

or earlier in a student’s 

high school career: 

 

AP Scholars with Dis-

tinction 

(Earning scores of 3 or 

higher on five or more 

exams, with an average 

score of at least 3.5 on all 

exams taken) 

Saralena Bergsma, 

Class of 2020 

Soren Bruehler, senior 

Camille Case, Class of 

2020 

Evelyn Detamore, sen-

ior 

Tristan Galeon, Class of 

2020 

Leah Hoeksema, senior 

Jaelin Lindsey, Class of 

2020 

Emma Maki, senior 

Vikram Oddiraju, sen-

ior 

Joseph Powell, Class of 

2020 

Caleb Spitzer, Class of 

2020 

Madeline Stiles, Class 

of 2020 

 

AP Scholars with 

Honor 

(Earning scores of 3 or 

higher on four or more 

exams, with an average 

score of at least 3.25 on 

all exams taken) 

Carynna Aguila, senior 

Clayton Drook, senior 

Levi Hofmann, Class of 

2020 

Kira Humes, Class of 

2020 

Isak Lagerkvist, Class 

of 2020 

Lucia Persinger, senior 

Nagesh Nihal, Class of 

2020 

Cathryn Riggs, Class of 

2020 

Annika Sharlow, senior 

Patrick Spitzer, Class of 

2020 

Ella Vermilion, Class of 

2020 

 

AP Scholars 

(earning scores of 3 or 

higher on three or more 

exams) 

Isabelle Bento, senior 

Maylen Bowen, Class 

of 2020 

Khabreya Cobb, Class 

of 2020 

Madison Crisp, Class of 

2020 

Josiah Hamilton, Class 

of 2020 

Shelby Harrison, senior 

Claire Hendricks, Class 

of 2020 

Parker Howell, Class of 

2020 

Taylor Kitts, Class of 

2020 

Nicolas Madden, Class 

of 2020 

Takota Russ, senior 

Garrett Scher, Class of 

2020 

Gabriella Vermilion, 

senior 

Marisa Wallace, senior 

Jack White, Class of 

2020 

Since 1955, the rigor-

ous Advanced Placement 

Program has enabled mil-

lions of students to take 

college-level courses and 

exams and to earn college 

credit or placement while 

still in high school. 

According to a study 

cited on the AP Program’s 

website, AP students have 

better four-year college 

graduation rates than 

those who did not take 

AP. Taking AP also in-

creases eligibility for 

scholarships and makes 

candidates more attractive 

to colleges. 

AP Scholar honors put 

the spotlight on students 

who excel in multiple 

subjects, and students 

may cite this academic 

distinction among their 

credentials on applica-

tions, resumes, and port-

folios.  

Matter Park holds Earth Day celebration
By Sean Douglas  

 

After having to postpone 

the event due to inclement 

weather, Matter Park, in 

conjunction with Marion 

Utilities, held its annual 

Earth Day celebration, pro-

viding event-goers a chance 

to foster appreciation of the 

Earth’s environment while 

also enjoying a beautiful 

day at the Gardens.  

“Earth Day is a time 

where we can celebrate the 

Earth and learn how to pro-

tect our natural resources,” 

event coordinator Taylor 

McCoy said. “A lot of peo-

ple think [Earth Day] is 

about butterflies and polar 

bears. We want to promote 

wildlife for sure, but also 

remind people that our natu-

ral resources are what keeps 

us alive, too.  

“We want to encourage 

people to educate them-

selves, be educated here, 

and then go out and do 

something productive with 

that knowledge.” 

Multiple vendors were 

spread out across the Matter 

Parks grounds, each provid-

ing their own Earth Day 

flair. There were groups like 

Wild About Marion, which 

educates people how to gar-

den in ways that benefit the 

environment. The Audubon 

Club, which is a group that 

focuses on the protection of 

birds, was also present at 

the event, while General 

Motors gave out free trees 

to those who were looking 

to do some planting. 

Marion Utilities had sev-

eral booths, including one 

involving compost, another 

providing a wastewater 

demonstration, and another 

highlighting the benefits of 

recycling.  Additionally, 

Upper Wabash Valley Inter-

pretive Services had several 

animals on display for pa-

trons to view and look at. 

Marion Public Library also 

had a booth, Payne’s Fish 

and Chips and Pappies 

Smokehouse provided food 

and refreshments through-

out the evening.  

There was a plethora of 

free items and several 

prizes, including outdoor 

items, books, and other 

items donated from ven-

dors. Furthermore, there 

were arts and crafts and 

other activities for children 

to take part in throughout 

the Gardens.  

“I love for people in the 

community to be able to 

come out to the Gardens 

and get outside,” Executive 

Director Julie Fauser said. 

“Because the weather this 

time of the year is changing, 

and with COVID…the fact 

that we can actually be out-

side [is great.]” 

While every town in Indi-

ana and throughout America 

holds a similar event for 

Earth Day, McCoy believes 

that the success of Marion’s 

version comes from all of 

those who are involved, 

from the planner to the 

workers to those who at-

tend.  

“The people that come 

out to make it happen [is 

what makes it successful,]” 

McCoy said. “We have a 

great crew. We’ve got our 

vendors. And we’ve got 

Marion Utilities who al-

ways does a great job…of 

coordinating the event.” 

“Earth Day is a great 

chance to show everybody 

everything that is going on 

and give them a positive 

outlook on how they can 

make a difference.” 
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One Bedroom Apartment Homes for  

Persons 62 Years of Age and Older or Disabled
We are a  non smoking  property

1525 West Timberview Drive 
PH: 765-662-0023

Refer a friend or family member to 

Cambridge Square and earn $200 upon move-in!* 

*Certain Restrictions Apply

RENT IS BASED ON INCOME 
Located on the North side of Marion just off of St Rd 15

National Day of Prayer  

ceremony to be held May 6
The City of Mar i on in-

vites the public to City Hall 

for Nation al Day of Prayer, 

Thurs day, May 6.  

As in years past, the 

prayer gath er ing will have 

pas tors present from all 

around the Mar i on com mu -

ni ty lead ing us in prayer.  

Prayer will begin 12 noon 

in the first floor lob by. 

There will also be cof fee 

and refresh ments offered, so 

please allow time before or 

after prayer to enjoy 

refresh ments and fel low -

ship.  

As a reminder, masks are 

required to be worn in the 

build ing.  


