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By Sean Douglas 

 

After an extensive 

search, a familiar name 

will be returning to lead 

Indiana Wesleyan Uni-

versity athletics.  

Deane Webb, who 

began his coaching ca-

reer at Indiana Wesleyan 

and who coached volley-

ball at NCAA DI univer-

sities, will return to 

Marion after 20 years to 

become IWU’s new ath-

letic director, the univer-

sity announced early last 

week.  

Webb coached volley-

ball at IWU from 1997-

2001 and also served as 

head volleyball coach at 

East Tennessee State 

University, Belmont 

University, and most re-

cently, Ohio University, 

before becoming IWU’s 

new AD replacing Mark 

DeMichael.  

A Texas native, Webb 

earned his Bachelor of 

Science in Kinesiology 

at University of Mary 

Hardin-Baylor and his 

Master of Science in Ex-

ercise Physiology and 

Sports Psychology from 

the University of North 

Texas. Upon arriving at 

college, he thought he 

wanted to pursue the 

ministry, but after work-

ing at Crosspoint, a 

Christian volleyball 

camp, he realized that 

sports were his calling.  

“I just felt like sports 

was that ministry. It was 

that way to reach young 

people, to build relation-

ships with them, and ul-

timately, do so with the 

intent of ministering to 

them as well,” Webb 

said.  

An avid basketball 

player growing up, 

Webb discovered volley-

ball later in life. When 

he was a junior in high 

school, he had a family 

member ask him to 

come play in a city 

league with him. Despite 

limited knowledge of the 

game at that time, Webb 

went, and a lifelong love 

of the sport was born.  

“It was a very interest-

ing experience, and I 

didn’t know much about 

it,” Webb said. “But I 

just fell in love with 

what the sport was. The 

level of teamwork that is 

needed, you can’t over-

power the game with 

one person. Somebody 

has to pass it. Somebody 

has to set it. Somebody 

has to hit it. I was just 

really drawn to the sport 

and pursued it.”  

After deciding to 

make a career in coach-

ing at the collegiate 

level, Webb’s first stint 

at IWU began in 1997, 

where he served as the 

head volleyball coach 

and in various other 

roles, including special 

assistant to the athletic 

director. Webb worked 

closely with former ath-

letic director Mike 

Fratzke and current 

track-and-field coach 

John Foss, developing a 

special relationship with 

both, and Webb credited 

the duo for helping him 

grow and develop as a 

coach, and a man, dur-

ing his time at IWU.  

“It was a wonderful 

opportunity that Indiana 

Wesleyan hired me and 

allowed me to pursue 

my dream to coach,” 

Webb said. “Indiana 

Wesleyan has had a spe-

cial place in my heart 

ever since.”  

After departing IWU 

the first time, Webb 

coached at East Ten-

nessee State from 2001 

to 2003 before coaching 

for 11 years at Belmont 

University from 2003 to 

2014. Most recently, 

Webb coached at Ohio 

University from 2014 to 

the present day. 

But during his coach-

ing tenure, Webb never 

lost track of Indiana 

Wesleyan. He watched, 

from afar, as IWU trans-

formed into one of the 

top tier NAIA programs 

in the nation, and the 

university that gave him 

his first chance remained 

near and dear to his 

heart.  

“I left there 20 years 

ago, but my heart never 

left,” Webb said. “I just 

had an incredible experi-

ence there. It’s hard to 

put into words just how 

transformational that 

time was for me as I 

began my career. I went 

on to different phases of 

life, but the connection 

there never wavered. I 

felt called to do some-

thing different for a 

while, and did, but re-

ally, I just loved the 

school the whole time. 

“I believe God is 

blessing the athletic de-

partment, and I know he 

is being honored by the 

work done by the stu-

dent athletes and by the 

coaches,” Webb said.  

After his last volley-

ball season at Ohio con-

cluded, Webb saw the 

opening for the AD posi-

tion and that it had been 

posted for a significant 

amount of time. Upon 

realizing there was still 

time to apply, Webb 

moved quickly, complet-

ing the application 

process and trusting that 

God would open the 

necessary doors.   

Now that he has been 

officially announced, 

Webb cannot wait to get 

started.  

“I’m truly honored, 

humbled, and blessed to 

have the opportunity,” 

Webb said. “I was a little 

overwhelmed with emo-

tion because it’s such a 

huge opportunity. It’s a 

major life change…and 

now, I get the chance to 

be involved in lives and 

doing anything I can to 

support and serve the 

coaches and student ath-

letes and staff that are 

there. It’s my pleasure to 

have the opportunity.  

“As I move into this 

role, there will be a lot 

of learning that needs to 

take place. I’m not com-

ing in saying I have it all 

figured out. I’m coming 

in very thankful for the 

opportunity. I’m coming 

in wanting to learn. I’m 

really thankful to be in 

[this] position. I’m 

prayerfully moving for-

ward into this opportu-

nity and I hope that, if 

I’m in the job a long 

time, I hope to feel this 

same way 10 years from 

now.”  
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first Madison 

County Tournament 

championship in 

school history.  

Every great team, re-

gardless of sport, must 

have a strong founda-

tion in order to have 

sustained success. And 

with the play of sen-

iors Justin Moore, 

Nick Evans, Cole 

Hasty, and Jace 

Gilman, the foundation 

for Madison-Grant 

baseball has been set 

for the teams, and 

players, to come.  

“Justin, Nick, Cole, 

Jace, our four seniors, 

you can’t ask for four 

better kids in any pro-

gram,” Haley said. 

“They represent Madi-

son-Grant with class 

and integrity. They’ve 

been coming to varsity 

practice since they 

were in junior high, 

and they just worked 

their butts off every 

practice. The legacy 

they leave – sectional 

championship, confer-

ence championship, 

and Madison County 

Tournament [champi-

onship] all in the same 

year. Nobody is going 

to take that away from 

them. I couldn’t ask 

for a better group.” 

Now, Haley and the 

Argylls are already 

looking forward to 

next season, and be-

yond.  

“They are already 

hungry. They are al-

ready asking when the 

next practice is and 

when summer stuff 

starts,” Haley said. 

“Those guys left quite 

a legacy, but the under-

classmen are definitely 

ready to step in.” 


