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 fare cases. As a prosecu-

tor, Kenworthy would prose-

cute the crime itself, but 

rarely was able to connect 

with any of the families in-

volved in those cases. As a 

judge, however, she feels she 

is able to do more to assist 

children in getting the help 

that they require.  

“In this role, I get to ensure 

that kids and families get 

what they need in order to re-

unify or find other perma-

nency for the kids if 

reunification is not possible,” 

Kenworthy said. “Kids in cri-

sis have been my niche for a 

long time, and this particular 

court was very appealing to 

me.”  

As the judge of Grant Su-

perior Court 2, Kenworthy 

has worked diligently along-

side CASA of Grant County 

and Executive Director 

Leslie Hendricks. In fact, 

Kenworthy was the President 

of the CASA of Grant 

County Board of Directors 

when Hendricks was hired. 

While all of the employees 

and volunteers at CASA are 

dedicated to their work, Ken-

worthy stated that Hendricks’ 

love for children, and her 

heart for CASA of Grant 

County’s mission, plays a 

significant role in the organi-

zations’ success.  

“She has worked, tremen-

dously, to grow that agency,” 

Kenworthy said. “They went 

from an office of two to an 

office of multiple staff that 

she supervises. I’ve gotten to 

know her very well. She defi-

nitely feels these cases to her 

core. Her heart is in this 

work, and it’s as strong now 

as it was in day one. She’ll 

give 110 percent for these 

kids, and she’s an effective 

director.” 

In the courtroom, it is Ken-

worthy’s obligation to ap-

point CASAs to represent 

children in all CHIN, or 

Child in Need of Services, 

and termination of parental 

rights cases. While parents 

have a right to counsel, chil-

dren do not always have that 

same luxury. CASAs provide 

that steady voice of reassur-

ance, while also advocating 

for the child’s best interests.  

“The role of CASA of 

Grant County is to be the 

voice of the children,” Ken-

worthy added. “Parents have 

their own representation in 

court, but kids usually don’t. 

Kids should not have to come 

into court and get on the wit-

ness stand and testify about 

every little thing. That can be 

really traumatic. CASAs can 

be that voice for them, and 

advocate for their needs. 

“The system is here for the 

protection of children. If the 

children don’t have a voice in 

that system designed to pro-

tect them, then the system is 

going to veer off course. We 

need CASAs to continue to 

speak for those kids who 

shouldn’t have to speak for 

themselves.”  

While this work is essen-

tial, there are a lot of days 

that are tough, upsetting, and 

draining. 

However, for Kenworthy, 

the end result—a child in an 

environment that allows them 

to thrive and grow—is what 

inspires her each and every 

day.   

“It can be heartbreaking at 

times, but I have found that 

kids are incredibly resilient,” 

Kenworthy said. “Kids are 

inspirational. If you pay at-

tention, kids have hearts as 

big as the universe. Their ca-

pacity to love is immense. 

It’s not limited.  

“To see kids come from re-

ally dire circumstances and 

land in a safe, secure, loving, 

and nurturing home, is essen-

tially what drives me to do 

this job.”
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Dana Kenworthy, left, has served as the judge of Grant 

Superior Court 2 since 2010, and has dedicated her life 

to serving the children of Grant County.


